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Welcome to the 2015 edition of The Shining Scroll. This year we are happy to share with you more insight into 
the life and work of L.M. Montgomery from the presentations of her books in media to the Canadian places 
that were meaningful and inspirations to her. We are commemorating the arrival of the new telefilm of L.M. 
aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ !ƴƴŜ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴ DŀōƭŜǎ ōȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘȅ ²ƻǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ article on p. 4 about the first 
Anne movie made in 1919. Christy reveals many unknown details about the creation of silent films in which 
the female screenwriter wielded considerable influence.  

 

L.M. MONTGOMERY AND THE MOVIES 

Mary Beth Cavert © 2016 

During the L.M. Montgomery Day events at Leaskdale, Ontario this autumn, 
aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ YŀǘŜ aŀŎŘƻƴŀƭŘ .ǳǘƭŜǊΣ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ 
2016 TV movie, [ΦaΦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ Anne of Green Gables. The new two hour telefilm 
comes from Breakthrough Entertainment in Toronto and is scheduled in Canada on YTV 
on 15 February 2016, 6 pm ET/PT (other air dates are not known at this time). 

The classic book has been adapted to film several times since its publication in 1908 
and for each new audience ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ άƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭέ [when someone 
mentions άǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ !ƴƴŜέ to readers we think of the book, of course!]. Benjamin 
Lefebvre has curated, in our opinion, a thorough and selected summary of Anne on 
Stage and Screen on his website, beginning with the first film produced in 1919 starring the first άƳƻǾƛƴƎ 
ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎέ Anne, 17-year-old Mary Miles Minter.  

The second Anne film appeared at the end of 1934 and featured a 16-year-old actress (Dawn Paris) known as 
5ŀǿƴ hΩ5ŀȅ, who was born a year before the Minter film was made. A new generation of Anne fans embraced 
the movie and the actress, who, unsurprisingly, became closely associated with the role - so much so that she 
changed her professional name to Anne Shirley. It is not unusual for audiences become quite loyal to an actor 
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for their role as Anne. Megan Follows acquired a life-long fan base ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфур ǘŜƭŜŦƛƭƳ ŀƴŘ hΩ5ŀȅ 
did too. 

hƴŜ ƻŦ hΩ5ŀȅΩǎ Ŧŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфолǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΣ [ΦaΦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΦ She wrote ƛƴ hΩ5ŀȅΩǎ ŀǳǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ 
book: άL ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘŀǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƻǊ ǎƻΦ LΩƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ǌǳƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜs you are in ς but 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ Ψ!ƴƴŜΩ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ ¸ƻǳǊǎ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅ [ΦaΦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ aŀŎŘƻƴŀƭŘΦέ LMM also included a favorite 
photo of herself. Montgomery did not receive any income from the Anne movies because she sold her rights 
to the title in the course of many lawsuits with her 1908 publisher. 

 

hΩ5ŀȅ reprised her role in the 1940 film, Anne of Windy Poplars, a loose interpretation of the 1936 book by 
the same name -- it was not as successful as her earlier film.  

The first Canadian television production of Anne of Green Gables was made in 1956 (and 1958) for the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation by Norman Campbell and Don Harron, who eventually developed it 
further into the long-running (1965-present) Prince Edward Island stage adaptation, Anne of Green Gables: 
The Musical. [more in The Shining Scroll December 2013:23] 

British audiences saw Anne onscreen in a 1972 television series, and again in 1975, produced by the BBC. 

Lƴ мфурΣ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƻŦ [ΦaΦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƭƛŦŜ όŀǎ ǘƻƭŘ ōȅ ƘŜǊύ ƛƴ a volume of her journals and 
began to look for the genesis of Anne in the pages (The Selected Journals of L.M. Montgomery, Vol. 1 was 
published in 1985 and more recently as The Complete Journals of L.M. Montgomery: the PEI Years). Later that 
year, a second Canadian television version of Anne of Green Gables was created by Sullivan Entertainment, 
starring 17-year-old Canadian actress, Megan Follows. The new telefilm was similar in many ways to the 1934 
production but found its immense popularity through its beautiful production values (filmed in Ontario with a 
few landscapes from PEI) and casting. Contemporary viewers connect this movie so strongly with the author 
that many erroneously attribute movie quotes, written by Sullivan and Wiesenfeld, to Montgomery 
όά¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƛǎ ŦǊŜǎhΣέ "True friends are always together in spirit," ϦLǘϥǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳέ). The 
film, like the earlier ones, emphasized the relationship of Anne and Gilbert: 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƴǘǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻƴ !ƴƴŜΩǎ 
romantic relationship with Gilbert Blythe. In her novels, Montgomery chooses to focus on the 
emotional and artistic development of her female characters and to satirize conventions of romance; 

http://lmmontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LMMontgomeryLS
https://youtu.be/b_167oQSB74
http://lmmontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/the-shining-scroll-periodical.html
http://www.elizabethwaterston.com/books/journals.html
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Mary aƛƴǘŜǊΣ 5ŀǿƴ hΩ5ŀȅΣ DǊŀŎƛŜ Cƛƴƭey, Megan Follows 

as a result, many of her tacked-on romantic dénouements appear underdeveloped and contrived. In 
adapting these complex texts to the screen, the various writers, producers, and directors tend to 
ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŀǘƛǊŜ ōȅ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊƛƴƎ ǊƻƳŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǿŀȅǎ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀvoids, and do so at the 
expense of her subversive messages. For audiences who have not necessarily read Montgomery, these 
adaptations reinscribe Montgomery as a writer of conventional romance, minimizing her work as a 
social satirist. http://lmmonline.org/stage-and-screen/ 

The 2016 production has the endorsement and guidance of 
[ΦaΦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ YŀǘŜ aŀŎŘƻƴŀƭŘ .ǳǘƭŜǊΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŀŘŀǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ !ƴƴŜΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ hope to find a 
place and home to call her own and centers on the άchild with 
ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜέ ώAnne of the Island]. 

For almost a century an Anne of Green Gables movie, as well 
as radio shows and animations, has been produced every 
fifteen to thirty years delighting audiences around the world. 
Every year hundreds of young actresses play the role of Anne 
in school productions and local and regional theaters. There 
are many performing artists to admire for every generation!  

Everyone, reader and/or viewer, is imprinted with an image of 
Anne, either from the text and their own imagination, or a 
film, or a stage performance --  and scholars/bloggers have 
explored this personal connection in dozens of essays in 
recent years. ²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭέ !ƴƴŜ, the real one? Is it the 
character you envisioned the first time your read the book (or the tenth 
time you read it) or the person you first saw perform the role? Who is the 
true Anne: the one who finds a home, the one who finds love, the one who 
follows her passion, the one who loves nature?  

For a response, I paraphrase a quote from one of the essays in Making 
Avonlea: L.M. Montgomery and Popular Culture (Howey, мтлύΥ ά²Ŝ ǊŜ-
create Anne in our choices, building in our own imaginations an Anne who 
is our own [not just ŀ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊΩǎ ƻǊ even the ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ]. And that we choose 
to debate the permutations of this character ultimately marks 
aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ Ŏreating an enduring popular herƻƛƴŜΦέ 

tƻǎǘǎŎǊƛǇǘΥ wŜŀŘ WŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ [ƛƴŘŀ IǳǘǘƻƴΩǎ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
new Anne telefilm on February 2, 2016 HERE. 

PEI newspaper article: http://www.theguardian.pe.ca/News/Local/2016-02-
11/article-4433583/Buzz-building-for-Anne-of-Green-Gables-television-movie-on-Monday/1 

Photo: by Ashley Fraser via @breakthru_ent: Sophie Grégoire Trudeau, Ella Grace Trudeau, Kate Macdonald Butler, Ella Ballentine 

 

http://lmmontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/
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FRANCES MARION: SCREENWRITER FOR ANNE OF GREEN GABLES ς 1919 
Christy Woster © 2016 

                                                                                                                                                                          
10 August, 1919.  Evening Star, 
Washington D. C. 

Frances Marion, who was sent to Europe by the committee on public 
information in connection with the production of a photoplay showing 
ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
woman to enter Germany after the hostilities, has returned to America. She is 
a screen ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŀǇǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƴƻǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ aŀǊȅ tƛŎƪŦƻǊŘΩǎ 
ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀŘŀǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά!ƴƴŜέ ōƻƻƪǎ ōȅ [Φ aΦ 
Montgomery. 

I came across this news article while searching old newspapers and it piqued my interest. Who was this 
woman who wrote the screenplay for the 1919 silent edition of Anne of Green Gables?  Reading the script 
ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǎƛƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘǎΦ 

In January of 1919, Montgomery had signed an agreement with her publisher L. C. Page, in which Page 
purchased all the rights to the income from contracts for Anne of Green Gables and six of her other books that 
had been published by Page. With this contract Montgomery no longer would receive royalties from these 
titles. Montgomery signed this contract in hopes that she would now be done with Page and his unfair 
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ tŀƎŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ 
rights to Anne of Green Gables long before the contract was signed. Page paid Montgomery $17,880 for the 
rights to her work and then finalized the film deal for $40,000. Because of the new contract he did not have to 
ǎǇƭƛǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿƛǘƘ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΦ aŀǳŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ мфмфΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
film had been released. 

The silent film Anne of Green Gables, starring 17-year-old Mary Miles Minter, was released in theaters 
November 23, 1919. The film was produced by Realart Productions Inc. The black-and-white silent film was 
directed by William Desmond Taylor and filmed in Dedham, Massachusetts, from August to October 1919. The 
film was a great success and Minter was to say that it was her favorite. In 1921, William Desmond Taylor was 
found shot to death in his home. Although Minter was never implicated in the crime, some love letters that 
she wrote to Taylor were found in his home. The possible love affair of the 17-year-old actress and the much 
older, married Taylor was quite the scandal and it ended her career. Most of her films were destroyed, 
including Anne of Green Gables, and no copy is known to exist. 

Frances wrote the following in her journal about the tragedy:  

I knew him very well, as I had written several stories for him. Not long before the tragedy he had dined 
at our home. A man whose conversation never bordered on the personal, William Taylor would have 
ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǎǘǊŀǳƎƘǘ ƘŀŘ ƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŀƴŘŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƪŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŀƎƛŎ ŘŜŀǘƘΧ 

http://lmmontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LMMontgomeryLS
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Many reviews and advertisements for the film can be found in the magazines and newspapers of the day. One 
review from the magazine Photoplay in February of 1920 states:   

aŀǊȅ aƛƭŜǎ aƛƴǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅΦ {ƻ ŀǊŜ [Φ aΦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ά!ƴƴŜέ ōƻƻƪǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
combination, ergo, was a well-ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǎǘŀǊΩǎ ŘŜōǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻƎǊam. The same 
advised selection proceeded in the selection of Francis Marion as the person who could best weld four 
ǘŀƭŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭƭǳƭƻƛŘΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŘǊŀƳŀ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻŦΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǊ ƭŜǎǎ ōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ 
account of a little girl who was alternately pathetic and funny; and later, alternately fiercely tragic and 
ƳŜƭǘƛƴƎƭȅ ƭƻǾŜƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǇƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǿŜǊŜ !ƴƴŜΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ-and-white chicken, the feeding 
ƻŦ ƛƳǇǊƛǎƻƴŜŘ !ƴƴŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƻȅΣ !ƴƴŜΩǎ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǇƘitic polecat while 
hunting the picnic, and-later-ŀŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘ !ƴƴŜΩǎ ǘǊƛōǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊƛŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 
²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ 5Φ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘƭȅ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǿŀȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭΣ 
and the best work of the long cast is done by Marcia Harris, as Aunt Marilla. Julian Johnson 
(Photoplay). 

Two large movie posters for the silent film were found a few years ago in a small Michigan town. They were 
discovered in a home, underneath a carpet along with other movie posters. (People would often use 
newspaper or other paper items under carpet or in walls as cheap insulation.) These two posters were 
donated to National Library of Canada in 2001. Some still photographs of the film have been found (many 
were published in a Page edition of Anne of Green Gables to help publicize the film) and these pictures give us 
a sense of what the film was like.  

[Jack and Linda Hutton, who own and operate the L. M. Montgomery site in 
Bala, Ontario (where Montgomery vacationed one summer and used as the 
location for her book The Blue Castle), have spent many years putting 
together a wonderful rendition of the silent film. Their slide show features 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ ǎǘƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ [ƛƴŘŀΩǎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ WŀŎƪΩǎ ǎƪƛƭƭ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ 
dramatic music on the piano, you can experience what it might have been 
like seeing the film in 1919 and the early 1920s.  Check out their website at:  
http://balasmuseum.com/silent-movie.php where you can find out more 
about the museum and how to order a DVD of their rendition of the silent 
film. Watch a preview here: https://youtu.be/M1MaN1x-Vho and listen to an 
interview with Jack and Linda by Sarah Uthoff HERE ]  

When Frances Marion wrote the screenplay for Anne of Green Gables, she 
was already a force in Hollywood and had written or adapted over 60 films. 
Prince Edward Island and Hollywood are the definition of opposite, but this 
Hollywood powerhouse had more in common with Montgomery than you 
may think. 

Frances Marion was born Marion Benson Owens in San Francisco, California, in 1888.  Her father was a 
successful businessman and her mother, whose own parents were accomplished musicians and singers, filled 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳǳǎƛŎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳǇǇŜǊ ŎǊǳǎǘ ƻŦ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ 
society and they often entertained famous singers, writers and the social elite in their home. In her 
autobiography that she published in 1972, she states  

http://lmmontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/
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By the time I was ten years old I had been thoroughly schooled in all the social hypocrisies-You must 
never let your elders know by word or gesture what you really think about their looks, speech or 
actions.  

²ƘŜƴ CǊŀƴŎŜǎΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻƭŘ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ aǊǎΦ WŀŎƪ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀǊƳƛƴƎΣ CǊŀƴŎŜǎ ōƭǳǊǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ άL 
ƘŀǘŜ ƛǘΗ LǘΩǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜŀŘ ƘǳƳƳƛƴƎōƛǊŘǎΦέ  CǊŀƴŎŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŀŘƳƻƴƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ Χ --άwŜƳŀǊƪǎ ƭƛke that are 
ǳƴǇŀǊŘƻƴŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƻƴƎǳŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭƛŦŜ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƻǳǘŎŀǎǘΦέ  

From then on she did hold her tongue, but found an outlet for her thoughts and feelings by writing them 
ŘƻǿƴΦ {ƘŜ άǎƴƛǘŎƘŜŘ ŀ ƴƻǘŜōƻƻƪ ŦǊƻƳ {ŎƘƻƻƭ {ǳǇǇƭƛŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŀǎΥ  ά¢ƻŘŀȅ L Ǝƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
aǊǎΦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ǇƻƻǊ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƘǳƳƳƛƴƎōƛǊŘǎΦ !ǘ ƭǳƴŎƘ L ǎŀǿ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƘ-worm curled up on a lettuce leaf in her salad. I 
ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊΦ L ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ ƘŜǊ Ŝŀǘ ƛǘΦέ  

And so began a life of writing. She states,  

As the years segued past I continued writing in those makeshift diaries not only my unvarnished 
impression of many of my elders but all the events which were milestones in my life. 

[ƛƪŜ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΣ CǊŀƴŎŜǎΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǎŀŦŜ ǘƻ put her true feelings and observations, a 
place of refuge during the difficult times in her life. In doing so she also documented the history of Hollywood 
from its very beginnings. 

When Frances was ten years old, her parents divorced and two years later, her father married a woman who 
was eighteen years his junior. This was a difficult time for Frances, and a few months later she was expelled 
from school when she was caught drawing cartoons of her teachers on the blackboard. Her mother decided 
that her daugƘǘŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ōƻŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ CǊŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ {ǘΦ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘΩǎ 
Hall Boarding School for three years where she excelled in languages, music and art. She was an avid reader, 
wrote daily in her diary, and became especially interested in drawing and writing poetry and short stories. 

Family friends such as authors Jack London and Ella Wheeler Wilcox encouraged Frances to 
submit her work to various publications and in the May 1905 issue of Sunset magazine, an 
original poem and her own illustrations covered an entire page. 

When Frances was sixteen, she was accepted at the Mark Hopkins Art Institute in San 
Francisco, considered one of the finest art schools in the country. Just a year later, she was 
falling in love with one of her aǊǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΦ ²ŜǎƭŜȅ ŘŜ [ŀǇǇŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ 
instructor, just 19, but tall and handsome. Frances and Wesley were sitting on a park bench 
on April 18, 1906, when the earthquake shook apart their world. The Great San Francisco Earthquake caused 
widespread damage and casualties, but it was the fires that raged for three days afterwards that destroyed 
much of the city, including the Art Institute. 

With the Art Institute now a pile of rubble, Wesley was out of a job and Frances was without a school. They 
both wanted to move forward with their lives and decided the best way to do that under the circumstances 
was to get married. Wesley got a job drawing for the San Francisco Chronicle and Frances was selling 
occasional stories and paintings. Frances sought out family friend Jack London for advice to improve her 
writing and he told her:  
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If you expect to write stories pulsing with real life or put upon canvas compositions that are divinely 
human, you must go forth and live-study human nature by rubbing elbows with the people. Go out and 
work with them, eat with them, dream with them. 

CǊŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƻƻƪ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ Ƨƻōǎ--she worked at a local cannery pitting 
peaches and as a telephone operator. She joked that she had been fired from these jobs before she could 
master them, but turned these experiences into short stories; although most of the stories were never 
ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘΣ ǎƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ άǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŀǊǘΦέ {ƘŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ Ƨƻō ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŦŀƳŜŘ 
photographer Arnold Genthe where she learned about the art of layouts and because she was also beautiful, 
ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ DŜƴǘƘŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ IŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŀǎ άƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣέ ōǳǘ CǊŀƴŎŜǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀΦ 

Genthe left San Francisco, so Frances was again out of work and also out of passion for her marriage. She and 
Wesley divorced in 1910.  Frances worked as a commercial artist for companies like the Western Pacific 
Railroad, painting advertising posters and dining car menu covers. She then began to work as a reporter for 
the San Francisco Examiner in the theater department. It was while working on a story there that she met the 
actress Marie Dressler and thus began a lifelong friendship. 

When she was 22, Frances met a rising star at her fŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎǘŜŜƭ ŦƛǊƳΦ wƻōŜǊǘ tƛƪŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ 
and talented and her engagement to him brought her fŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
of. One week after her final divorce papers were signed that ended her marriage to Wesley, she and Robert 
ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ мфмм ŀƴŘ wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ŀ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ 

In early 1912, Frances and Robert settled into their new home and Frances found a job as a poster artist for a 
ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊ ƻǿƴŜǊΣ hƭƛǾŜǊ aƻǊƻǎŎƻΣ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ƛŦ άǘƘŜ ŘŀƳƴŜŘ ƳƻǾƛŜ ƻǳǘŦƛǘǎ 
ǎŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǌǳƛƴ ƛǘέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ άƎŀƴƎǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻǿƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƭƛŎƪŜǊǎέΦ 
Furthermore, the more respectable citizens wanted to run them out of town. Frances had seen cameras, men 
ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƎŀǇƘƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǎǘǳƳŜŘ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻǿƴΤ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άƳƻǾƛŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ 
considered to be in a socially-unacceptable line of work by some people. 

Frances was ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ŀƴŘ wƻōŜǊǘ ƘŀŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΤ ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ άŀ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƳƛŘ-Victorian 
ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜέ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ ¢ƻ ŀŘŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƳƛǘǘŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ 
Morosco, she began work illustrating in the world of ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ άǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŀŎŜ ƘŜǊ ƭŀȅƻǳǘǎ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ōǳƴƛƻƴ 
ǊŜƳƻǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŎƪƭŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŜȄ ŀǇǇŜŀƭΦέ wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƪŜǇǘ ƘƛƳ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦǘŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ CǊŀƴŎŜǎ 
found friendships and entertainment among the many artists and actors she met. 

At one party she met the handsome Owen Moore; he was married to Mary Pickford who had started in the 
entertainment business as a child. Pickford, the former Gladys Smith [born in Canada], had been the family 
breadwinner since the age of eight. It was now 1914, and Mary Pickford was a well-known actress and Owen 
Moore, who had heard that Frances did fine portraits, asked if she would like to meet Mary and perhaps do a 
portrait of her. Their meeting resulted in a life-long friendship lasting over 50 years. 

Meeting Mary Pickford and others in the film business convinced Frances that fate was playing a hand and she 
ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ άǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜǎΦέ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǎƘŜ ƳŜǘ [ƻƛǎ ²ŜōŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ-
known and most respected woman director in Los Angeles.  Weber enjoyed helping other women with their 
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careers and Frances hoped to get a job designing costumes and sets in a movie studio. Weber offered Frances 
a position as her assistant and protégée working in every stage of production, including some acting. Frances 
had still been using her birth name Marion, but she needed to be listed on the studio books as an actress with 
a new name, so Marion Benson Owens de Lappe Pike, who was nearly 26 years of age, signed a contract as 
άCǊŀƴŎŜǎ aŀǊƛƻƴΣ !ŎǘǊŜǎǎΣ wŜŦƛƴŜŘ ǘȅǇŜΣ ŀƎŜ мфΦέ 

CǊŀƴŎŜǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ ²ŜōŜǊΩǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǊŜŀǎ--she wrote press releases, painted backgrounds on sets, 
and rode horseback as the double for the star Winifred Kingston in Captain Courtesy. When Weber caught 
some of the extras in a film in conversations totally unrelated to the action (she found that not only the deaf 
read lips), she had Frances write lines of dialogue for the extras to say and then work among them in costume. 

In the three short years since Frances had arrived in Los Angeles there were now dozens of movie studios and 
the local economy was booming; it was also becoming acceptable to work in the movie industry. Frances 
moved on to a job in the writing department at the Balboa studio in Long Beach. She knew why there were so 
many successful women writers--writing was a creative outlet that could be achieved in private. Many of the 
best-selling novels and short stories were being written by women and women writers were now 
commonplace in Hollywood. Scenario-writing was seen as a new, acceptable profession for women. 

CǊŀƴŎŜǎΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ wƻōŜǊǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ ǿƘƛƭŜ CǊŀƴŎŜǎ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ 
stay in L. A. They both agreed their marriage was over, and at the age of 26, with two marriages behind her 
Frances was on her own. Mary Pickford offered Frances a job. She would be paid to act and to work on 
scenarios for Mary, and as Mary was going to be filming her next movie in New York, Frances was soon on a 
train to take up residence there. 

To supplement her income Frances got a job at World Films 
in New York and soon was churning out scenarios at the rate 
of two or three a week. She was also ghost-writing a daily 
ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ŦƻǊ aŀǊȅ tƛŎƪŦƻǊŘΦ ά5ŀƛƭȅ ¢ŀƭƪǎέ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǎȅƴŘƛŎŀǘŜd column. Mary 
was paid a thousand dollars a week to dispense beauty 
ǎŜŎǊŜǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ άƘŀǇǇȅ ƎƛǊƭƘƻƻŘΤέ ǎƘŜ ǇŀƛŘ 
Frances fifty dollars a week for writing the five-day-a-week 
ŎƻƭǳƳƴΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ CǊŀƴŎŜǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƳǳŎƘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
column, she enjoyed spending time with Mary going over 
ideas for the pieces and their friendship flourished. 

After just one year at World Films, Frances was promoted to 
the head of the scenario department and was reviewing all 
the incoming scripts, as well as writing her own. She helped 
cast films and often directed scenes.  Frances wrote the scenario for The Poor Little Rich Girl starring Mary 
Pickford and it was an astounding success, which led to a job offer back in California. In 1917 Frances signed a 
contract with Famouǎ tƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ϷрлΣллл ŀ ȅŜŀǊ άǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ aŀǊȅ tƛŎƪŦƻǊŘΣέ ŀƴ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎ 
sum of money for a woman writer to be making at this time.  Frances had been credited with writing fifty films 
during her year-and-a- half at World Films. 
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Upon returning to California, Frances began work on writing the screen play for Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm 
that Mary Pickford would star in. She wove in stories from her own childhood, such as one when she was at 
her CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǊǘΣ !Ŝǘƴŀ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ -- she and some other children wanted to create a zoo and needed a zebra, 
so they painted a cow black and white. The film was a great success and Frances was thrilled when Photoplay 
magazine published a 4-page spread about her tƛǘƭŜŘ άCǊŀƴŎŜǎ aŀǊƛƻƴΥ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ CƻǊǘǳƴŜΦέ This was the 
first piece about Frances in a fan magazine. Frances followed this with a sixty-page scenario for A Little 
Princess that would also star Mary Pickford.   

Meanwhile, war was raging in Europe and on April 6th, 1917, the United States declared war on Germany. 
Many of the young men in Hollywood enlisted and headed for the front; writers now churned out patriotic 
films and war movies such as To Hell with the Kaiser. Frances decided that she wanted to do more for the war 
effort and began exploring what she could do to participate in a more meaningful way. 

aŀǊȅ tƛŎƪŦƻǊŘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƘƻƴƻǊŀǊȅ ŎƻƭƻƴŜƭέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ мпоrd Field Artillery and she convinced Frances to join her on 
a trip to Camp Kearney where they toured the base hospital and visited with some of the men. Frances met 
Frederick Clifton Thomson and it was love at first sight.  He was the chaplain of the 143rd and was in the 
hospital recovering from a broken leg. He was a world-champion athlete, well-read, a Presbyterian minister 
and very good-looking. Fred fell for Frances just as hard, and after knowing each other for just a month they 
decided that they would marry as soon as the war was over. 

Frances traveled to Washington D. C., and with personal references from some of her friends, she got a job 
with the Committee on Public Information. On September 18, 1918, Frances boarded a ship and headed for 
war-torn Europe. She was assigned to work with a small group of men to film Allied women who were serving 
overseas. She wrote in her journal: 

The vastness, the immensity, the awfulness of what I saw as I kept moving along with the front line 
engagements was utterly beyond my powers of comprehension, let alone my ability to describe or 
ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻƛȊŜΧ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿǊƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎƻƴƛŜǎΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ our boys or the things they 
endured--L ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘΦ  

Frances traveled into German territory, returning to Paris on November 10th; the next day the Armistice was 
signed and Paris erupted with joy; a few days later, Frances learned that she had been declared the first 
correspondent and the first American woman to cross the Rhine. 

Fred and Frances spent Christmas in Paris and in February 1919 Frances returned to the States. She began 
writing on a film-to-film basis which included adapting the four Anne of Green Gables books into a script for 
Mary Miles Minter. On December 19, 1919, Montgomery wrote in her journal:  

/ƭŀǊŀ ώŀ ŎƻǳǎƛƴΣ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎŀ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ, living in California] wrote that she had been to see Anne of 
Green Gables on the screen.  Page by the way, sold the movie rights last summer. He would never sell 
them as long as we were in partnership because he would have had to share up with me. I knew he 
would do it as soon as he was free. He got $40,000 for the film right. My share would have been 
$20,000-a nice sum to be cheated out of!!! Mary Miles Minter is playing AnneΦ LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƘŜǊ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
plays. She is very dainty, very pretty and utterly unlike my gingery Anne. Clara wrote that she did not 
like the film at all and that everyone elsŜ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ άŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ 
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ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎέ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎǘΦ bƻǿΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ Řƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪǎΣ ōǳǘ talk and 
ǳƴƭǳŎƪƛƭȅ ǘŀƭƪ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΦ hƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ do something can appear 
there. I do not expect to like the film myself-I never yet have liked any film I have seen that was 
reproduced from a book I had read. Nevertheless I am very curious to see it. Clara says Los Angeles 
turned out en masse-that she never had to stand so long in line in any city in her life to get a ticket. 

Fred finally returned from Europe in September of 1919 and in November they 
were married. Because Frances was a twice-divorced woman, Fred was forced 
to give up his vocation as a Presbyterian minister due to opposition from the 
Church. Frances had found, just as Montgomery had, that the Church could 
have some rigid and unforgiving rules. 

Fred was good-looking and athletic and had been a Boy Scout master. He had 
seen the young boys he worked with flock to the Hollywood westerns that 
starred Tom Mix and others. Fred suggested to Frances that daring adventures 
could work in Western films, instead of so much gunplay. He also suggested 
that a horse, and not a man, should be the star of the films. He said he would 
train the horse, but had no interest in acting. Fred found a beautiful dappled 
ƎǊŀȅ ƘǳƴǘŜǊΣ ǎŜǾŜƴǘŜŜƴ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƘƛƎƘΤ ά{ƛƭǾŜǊ YƛƴƎέ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ 
star.  

Fred began making films with Silver King, and he was soon convinced to star in the films, too. Fred would go 
on to become one of the most famous Western film stars of the time. He had moved from the ministry to the 
movies with great success. 

Fred and Frances needed a new home as Silver King had been joined by 
eleven more horses, because the now-famous horse needed stunt doubles 
for the dangerous stunts that were filmed. They bought four acres of land 
in the hills above Hollywood. Frances and Fred were both making large 
amounts of money and soon they added twenty more acres to their 
property.  They began building a house and stables which soon began 
taking on a life of their own. They had intended to have an adobe 
farmhouse and stables, but soon added a bunk house for the men that 
would take care of the horses. Frances noted in her journal  

The ƳŜƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ 
on our farmhouse. When it finally loomed up on the treeless 
scarred hillside it looked like a Vanderbilt summer place to me. 

¢ƘŜȅ ƴŀƳŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜ ά¢ƘŜ 9ƴŎƘŀƴǘŜŘ Iƛƭƭέ ŀƴŘ CǊŀƴŎŜǎ ǿǊƛǘŜǎτ 

In a short while our hill resembled a gigantic wedding cake. Pine trees studded every tier, while on top 
rose a huge house with a drawing room two stories and a half high, rare tapestries on the walls, an 
Aeolian pipe organ, and windows overlooking five acres of lawn.  Beautifully laid out on the terrace 
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were a tiled barbecue, an aviary, and a hundred-foot swimming pool. Fred and his horses and I had 
gone Hollywood! 

By 1925, Fred was making $10,000 a week and Frances, considered the best scenario writer in Hollywood, was 
also making large sums of money. Samuel Goldwyn had hired her to write three films at $10,000 apiece while 
she also continued with other work. In her spare time she wrote a novel, The Rise and Fall of Minnie Flynn. It 
was published in book form and as a serial in the magazine Pictorial Review. 

On December 8, 1926, Frances and Fred welcomed their first child--Frederick Clifton Thomson. Frances had 
ǘŀƪŜƴ ƘŜǊ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƘȅǎǘŜǊŜŎǘƻƳȅ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜ ŀƴŘ CǊed 
wanted more children, so in October of 1927 they adopted a baby--Richard Gordon Thomson. The Enchanted 
Hill was always busy with guests and parties, Fred and Frances even threw themselves a ninth-wedding 
anniversary party. Fred and Silver King were famous Western stars, receiving ten to twelve thousand letters a 
ǿŜŜƪ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƻȅǎ ǿƘƻ ǿǊƻǘŜ άLΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǳǎŜ Ǝǳƴǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ƎǊƻǿ ǳǇΣ CǊŜŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǳǎŜ Ǝǳƴǎ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ 
ŀƴȅōƻŘȅέΣ ŀƴŘ ά¸ƻǳ ŀƴŘ {ƛƭǾŜǊ YƛƴƎ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀŘ Ǝǳȅǎ ōȅ ǘǊƛŎƪǎΦέ CǊŜŘ ƘŀŘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǇ his vocation as a 
Presbyterian minister, but now could use his films as a pulpit.  

CǊŀƴŎŜǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άŀƴ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴέ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ IƻƭƭȅǿƻƻŘΣ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘ ǿŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
great respect, but fate would end her happiness. In early December of 1928 Fred developed a limp that he 
told Frances it was probably only a pulled muscle as he had a pain in his side too. One night he woke with a 
high fever and intense pain and he was admitted to the hospital. After almost a week in the hospital Fred was 
operated on for kidney stones, but he did not improve, and in the early hours of December 25thΣ ǿƘŜƴ CǊŜŘΩǎ 
jaw started to set, the doctors realized that he had tetanus. Earlier that month, Fred had stepped on a rusty 
nail while out in the stable, and had thought nothing of it. Shortly before midnight on Christmas Day, Fred 
ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴ CǊŀƴŎŜǎΩǎ ŀǊƳǎΦ Lƴ ƘŜǊ ŀǳǘƻōƛƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ǎƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ--ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
spared the agonizing grief of parting from those we love. Their father died on ChrƛǎǘƳŀǎ 5ŀȅΦέ CǊŜŘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ оу 
years old. 

CǊŀƴŎŜǎ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ά9ƴŎƘŀƴǘŜŘ Iƛƭƭέ ōǳǘ ǎƻƻƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǳƴƳŀƴŀƎŜŀōƭŜ -- the 
mahogany-floored stable now housed 20 horses and the estate, which had grown to 129 acres, was just too 
much to manage as she worked and raised two young babies alone. In 1929, she sold the beautiful estate that 
had been designed by the famous architect Wallace Neff. It went on to have several other owners. Paul 
Kollsman, a famous inventor, lived there for 40 years. After his death, his widow sold the estate in 1997 to 
Microsoft co-ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊΣ tŀǳƭ !ƭƭŜƴΣ ŦƻǊ ϷнлΣлллΣлллΦ aǊΦ !ƭƭŜƴ ǘƘŜƴ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ά9ƴŎƘŀƴǘŜŘ Iƛƭƭέ -- its 
ƻǳǘōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ {ƛƭǾŜǊ YƛƴƎΩǎ ǎǘŀōƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŜǎǘ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ōǳƴƪƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǘǿƻ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ǊƛƴƎǎΣ ǘŜƴƴƛǎ Ŏƻǳrt, acres of mature 
and lush gardens and the 100-foot swimming pool -- to be bulldozed into oblivion. The entire estate remains 
an empty lot today, a piece of Hollywood history lost forever.   

Frances went on with her life and wrote tirelessly. She was ablŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǘŀƭƪƛŜǎέ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴ 
IƻƭƭȅǿƻƻŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƻǘŜ DǊŜǘŀ DŀǊōƻΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŦƛƭƳΣ Anna Christie.  In 1930 
she won an Academy Award for her writing on The Big House, a prison drama, and in 1931 won for the boxing 
film, The Champ. Frances wrote the movie Min and Bill for her friend, the actress Marie Dressler, and Dressler 
went on to win an Academy Award for her performance. 
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Minter was an American; Pickford was born in Toronto, Ontario. Ironically, the 
American played the Canadian role, and the Canadian played the American character. 

Throughout her many years in the film industry, Frances was known to have helped many people when they 
were struggling. She wrote films for specific actors and actresses, and convinced the studio heads to hire 
them, when she knew that they really needed a job. She used her own money to help others who were in 
difficult circumstances, including paying for the funerals of several people who had fallen on hard times.  

Frances left Hollywood in 1946, an independently wealthy woman. During her career she had written over 200 
film scripts, three novels, a book on how to write movie scripts and many short stories. After her retirement 
she continued to write, but also found time to follow new passions. She learned to sculpt and took piano 
lessons, eventually becoming very good at both hobbies. 

She was a woman driven to follow her dreams and though many thought that she could have been very 
successful in front of the camera, her passion was writing. Writing was much less glamorous than acting, but it 
was what she found joy in. She kept a journal all of her life and documented the evolution of the film industry 
from its beginnings. Over her career she worked with all of the film greats, Lillian Gish, Rudolph Valentino, 
Douglas Fairbanks, Charlie Chaplin, Greta Garbo, Clark Gable, Marion Davies, the Talmadge sisters and many 
more. 

Frances and Mary Pickford remained friends for the 
ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ aŀǊȅ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ CǊŀƴŎŜǎΩǎ 
writing with her success. Mary could be 
temperamental and her stardom sometimes went to 
her head. Frances said that many years after Anne of 
Green Gables ǿŀǎ ŦƛƭƳŜŘΣ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ 
ƘƻƳŜ άtƛŎƪŦŀƛǊέ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭŀŘȅΩǎ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǳǇƻƴ ƘŜǊ 
arrival Mary jumped up and shouted at Frances to get 
ƻǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƴƎǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ά!ƴƴŜέ 
had gone to Mary Miles Minter. 

Today we watch the silent films and find the acting to 
be over the top and the story lines to be silly and 
contrived, but we must remember to watch them as 
they were first seen 100 years ago. Frances was 
asked to write or adapt a film in as little as a week 
or two and she wrote  

The screen was not an easy medium to write for: the importance of camera angles, the ability to make 
stories come to life without the power of speech to explain their actions, and the measuring of scenes 
which, if permitted to run too long, would make the theatre audiences restless. 

The studios felt a lot of pressure to be releasing at least two new films a month and, once written, the movie 
was expected to be filmed in days or just a few weeks.  Frances once said that she apologized to all of the 
authors of books that she adapted for the screen because once the script left her desk it went through many 
hands and revisions and, in some cases, by the time it was shown on the big screen, the only thing she 
recognized were the charactersΩ ƴŀƳŜǎΦ 
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Like Montgomery, Frances was also driven to write; it was a passion neither of them could ignore.  Frances, 
too, kept a journal where she was free to write her true thoughts and observations, and like Montgomery, she 
also worked to support herself for much of her life. They were both women who in many ways were ahead of 
their time; women who were very independent, had boundless energy and talent, and who, through their 
writing, have brought joy to millions. 

 

[bƻǘƛŎŜ Ƙƻǿ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊΣ [C Page,  is featured on the poster for Pollyanna. The synopsis for Anne 
was used in some publicity posters.] Photos: movie posters from WikiMedia Commons and Without Lying Down, RealArt 
publicity synopsis for Anne of Green Gables [Library of Congress] via Carolyn Collins. 

Sources: 

Without Lying Down: Frances Marion and the Powerful Women of Early Hollywood, Cari Beauchamp.  

University of California Press. 1997 
 

Off With Their Heads! A serio-comic tale of Hollywood, Frances Marion. The Macmillan Company. 1972 

The Selected Journals of L. M. Montgomery, Vol. II, 1910-1921. Edited by Mary Rubio and Elizabeth Waterston. 
Oxford University Press. 1987 

The Women Who Write the Movies, From Frances Marion to Nora Ephron, Marsha McCreadie. Birch Lane 
Press. 1994 

Note:  Frances Marion wrote hundreds of screenplays; a few you may be familiar with include the following: The Pride of the Clan, 
¢ƘŜ tƻƻǊ [ƛǘǘƭŜ wƛŎƘ DƛǊƭΣ wŜōŜŎŎŀ ƻŦ {ǳƴƴȅōǊƻƻƪ CŀǊƳΣ {ǘŜƭƭŀ aŀǊƛǎΣ aΩ[ƛǎǎΣ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ YƛŘŘΣ ¢ƘŜ CƭŀǇǇŜǊΣ tƻƭƭȅŀƴƴŀΣ [ƛǘǘƭŜ [ƻǊd 
Fauntleroy, The Dark Angel, Stella Dallas, The Winning of Barbara Worth, The Son of the Sheik, Mademoiselle Pompadour, Jesse 
WŀƳŜǎΣ 9ƳƳŀΣ ¢ƘŜ tǊƛȊŜŦƛƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ŀŘȅΣ tŜƎ hΩ aȅ IŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ /ŀƳƛƭƭŜΦ       
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Anne of the Island was published one hundred years ago, 
 in 1915, and was dedicated: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

JONATHAN CROMBIE 

Gilbert Blythe in the 1985 Anne of Green Gables telefilm  
12 October 1966 ς 15 April 2015 
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