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Welcome to the 2015 edition dthe Shining Scrollhis year we are happy to share with you more insight into
the life and work of L.M. Montgomery from the presentations of her books in media t€#madiarplaces

that were meaningul and inspirationgo her.We are commemorating the arrival of the neglefilm of L.M.
a2yi32YSNEQa ! yy® FBI DNBBy IDI KNS tidl€on p. ZabolteNisda T I &
Annemoviemadein 1919. Christy reveals many unknown details about the creation of silent films in which
the female screenwritewielded considerable influence

L.M. MONTGOMERY AND THE MOVIES
Mary Beth Cavert © 2016

During the L.M. Montgomery Day events at Leaskdale, Ontario this autumn,
a2yi32YSNEQA 3INYYRRIAdZAKISNE YIGS al OF
2016TV movie[ ®a @ a 2 V e ofBeekGableshe newtwo hourtelefilm
comes fromBreakthrough Entertainment in Torontmdis <heduled in Canada on YT
on 15 February 201® pm ET/PTother air dates are not known at this time).

ANNEZ,
Theclassidook has beemadapted tofilm several times since its publication in 1908 .
and for eaclewaudiencelil KS FAf Y Ydzad &S fwiendotneodeS (1 KIS (o2l 3 A v I
mentionsd G K'S 2 NJ¢ B kegiderbwe thiyikyofthe book, of courselBenjamin | | it
Lefebvrehascurated in our opiniona thoroughandselectedsummary ofAnneon ]

Stage and Screeon his website, beginning with the first filproducedin 1919 starring thdirsta Y 2 @A y 3

LIA O (i ApN&1d-¢earold Mary Miles Minter.

The second\nnefilm appeared athe end of 1934 andeatureda 16yearold actress Dawn Parisknown as
5 gy hwidwas born a year before thdinter film was madeA new generation of Anne faresmbraced
the movieandthe actresswho, unsurprisinglypecame closely associated with the releo much so thashe
changed her professional nant@ Anne Shirleylt is not unusual for audiences become quite loyal to aonrac
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for their roleas Anne. Megan Follows acquired a-ldagfan baseF 2 NJ KSNJ NPt S Ay GKS m
did too.

hyS 2F hQ5Fe8Qa Frya Ay GKS wmdo ndhewrdted yi k51 dzE2 MId:
book:a L K2L)S &Bdzgaf FJAG2YI F2NI I OSy (i dzNE syBuiNarean@btt L Qf f
g2dQft Frtfgleéa 0SS W yySQ (2 YSo o¢@vdaMBoinklddgddandste & |
photo of herselfMontgomery did not receivany income from théAnnemovies because she sold her rights

to the title in the course of mankawsuitswith her 1908publisher.

TS T

h Q 5repéised her role in the 1940 filMynne of Windy Poplara loose interpretation of the 193Book by
the same name- it was not as successful as learlierfilm.

The firstCanadiantelevision production oAnne of Green Gablesmsmade in 195and 1958Yor the
Canadian Broadcasting CorporationNgrman CampbetindDon Harronwho eventuallydevelopedit
further into the longrunning (1965present)Prince Edward Island stage adaptatiémne of Green Gables:
The Musical[morein TheShining ScroDecember 20123]

British audiencesaw Anne oscreenin al972television seriesandagain in1975 produced by the BBC.

LY Mpyp= NBFRSNA FANRG € SFNYSR 27F ayolaedf harfoyrtaBadY S N.
began to look for the genesis of Anne in the paffése Selected Journals of L.M. Montgom#igl. 1 was

published in 1985 and more recently Bise Complete Journals of L.M. Montgaméehe PEI Yeard ater that
year,asecondCanadian television version Afine of Green Gablegmscreatedby Sullivan Entertainment,
starringl7-yearold Canadian actress, Megan Followhke new telefilm was similar in many ways to the 1934
production but found its immense popularitgroughits beautiful production valuegfilmed in Ontario with a

few landscapes from PEhd castingContemporary viewersonnect thismovie so strongly with the author

that manyerroneouslyattribute movie quoteswritten by Sullivan and Wiesenfelt Montgomery

0 a ¢ 2Y2 NNE #Trud fiend aidafivays togetherinspitith LG U & y 24 6 KIF G ()KiBe ¢ 21
film, likethe earlier onesemphasizedhe relationship of Anne and Gilbert:

%

lf K2dzZAK RAFTFSNBYG Ay G2yS YR FLILINRI OKX (GKSa

romantic relationship with Gilbert Blythe. In her novels, Montgomery chooses to focus on the

emotional and artistic development of her female characters and to satirize conventions of romance;
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as a result, many of her tackexh romantic dénouements appear underdeveloped and contrived. In
adapting these complex texts to the screen, the variousessitproducers, and directors tend to
StAYAYIFGS GKAAa &FGANB o6& SYLKI avoidshafddo Bieatiey O S
expeng of her subversive messages. For audiences who have not necessarily read Montgomery, thes
adaptations reinscribe @htgomery as a writer of conventional romance, minimizing her work as a
social satiristhttp:/Immonline.org/stage-and-screen/

The 2016 produadn has theendorsementand guidance of
[ Pad® az2yidi3d2YSNEQA 3INI YRRI dz
CKAA ITRFELIWGIGAZ2Y A& oddpatdfiRd a2 §
place and home to call her own arénters on thexchildwith
KSNJ KSI NZnnedfithd§ladddS¢

For almost a centurgn Anne of Green Gablesovie, as well
as radio shows and animatiorisas beerproducedevery
fifteen to thirty yearsdelightingaudiences around the world
Everyyearhundreds of young actresses play the role of Anng
in school productions antbcalandregionaltheaters. There
are many performing artists to admire for every generation!

Anne, either from the text and their own imagination,ar
film, or a stag performance- andscholargbloggers have

Everyonereader and/or vieweris imprinted withanimage of ' =

explored thispersonalconnectionin dozensof essays in Marya Ay (G SNE 5t gy leyQMegan Eollawsll g

recentyears2 K2 A& (KS Jdme MNAl 8w Eitheé T VYYS
character you envisioned the first time yograd the book @r the tenth

time you readti) or the personyou first saw perform the rol@ Who is the
true Anne: e one who finds a home, the one who finds love, the one w
follows her passionthe one who loves natufe

For a responsd paraphrasa quote from one of the essays Making
Avonleal .M. Montgomery andPopularCulture(HoweyMT n 0 Y - & 2
create Anne in our choices, building in our own imaginations an Anne
is our own [nofustl  LINE R de@eStiheId @izl K. indIhat we choose
to debate thepermutationsof this character ultimately marks

a2y id32YSNE QeatirgdzO0diidng populsr A v S ® €

t2a0aO0ONALIGY wSIR WFEO1l YR [AYRE
new Anne telefilm on February, 2016HERE

PEI newspaper articlattp://www.theguardian.pe.ca/News/Local/20162-
11/article-4433583/Buzabuildingfor-Anneof-GreerGablestelevisionmovie-on-Monday/1

Photo. by Ashley Fraser vi@breakthru_ent Sophie Grégoire Trudeailla GracdrudeauKate Macdonald ButleiElla Balletine
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FRANCES MARION: SCREENWRITEARNNEROF GREEN GAB4.EXRL9
Christy Woster © 2016

10 August, 1919Evening Star
Washington D. C.

Frances Marion, who was sent to Euedpy the committee on public
information in connection with the production of a photoplay showing
G2YFyQa LI NG Ay GKS G NIIFYyR gK2 A
woman to enter Germany after the hostilities, has returned to America. She
ascree NAGSNI ' yR T RFELIWGSNI 2F y2GS3z |
LIAOQGdzNE ad2NASad {KS KIFa NBOSyilfte
Montgomery.

| came across this news article while searching old newspapers and it piqued my interest. Who was this
woman who wrote the screenplay for the 1919 silent editionAsfne of Green Gabl@sReading the script
G2RF&3X AG aSSvya aiatte FyR OSNIFAyfeé R2SayQid F2ff

In January of 1919, Montgomery had signed an agreement with her pablisiC. Page, in which Page
purchased all the rights to the income from contractsAome of Green Gablesd six of her other books that

had been published by Page. With this contract Montgomery no longer would receive royalties from these
titles. Montgomery signed this contract in hopes that she would now be done with Page and his unfair
odzaAySaa RSFHtEAyYy3Iad 2KFG az2yid3d2YSNE RARYQUO 1y26 ¢
rights toAnne of GreeBables long before the contract was sign@age paid Montgomery $17,880 for the

rights to her work and then finalized the film deal for $40,000. Because of the new contract he did not have tc
AL A0 GKA&a Y2ySe gA0GK az2yi3d2YSNERP® al dzR RARY QU TA
film had been released.

The silent filmAnne of Green Gablestarring 1#yearold Mary Miles Minter, was released in theaters

November 23, 1919. The film was produced by Realart Productions Inc. Thabthgkite silent film was

directed by William Dewond Taylor and filmed in Dedham, Massachusetts, from August to October 1919. The
film was a great success and Minter was to say that it was her favorite. In 1921, William Desmond Taylor was
found shot to death in his home. Although Minter was never inapéd in the crime, some love letters that

she wrote to Taylor were found in his home. The possible love affair of tlyedold actress and the much

older, married Taylor was quite the scandal and it ended her career. Most of her films were destroyed,
includingAnne of Green Gableand no copy is known to exist.

Frances wrote the following in her journal about the tragedy:

| knew him very well, as | had written several stories for him. Not long before the tragedy he had dined
at our home. A man whose neersation never bordered on the personal, William Taylor would have
0SSy RAAGNI dzAKG KIR KS (y2¢y 2F (GKS aol yRFf @
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Many reviews and advertisements for the film can be found in the magazines and newspapergsay.tkme
review from the magazinBhotoplayin February of 1920 states:

al N2 aAfSa aAyiSNIAa || oAl 2F SadrofAaKSR LRLJ
combination, ergo, was awdl R@A &SR 2y S F2NJ 1 KS @& 2 drny Fhe dainé N &
advised selection proceeded in the selection of Francis Marion as the person who could best weld fou
GrtSa Aya2 2yS adNAy3I F2N GKS OSttdAg 2ARQad ¢K
account of a little girl who waalternately pathetic and funny; and later, alternately fiercely tragic and
YStGAy3ate t20Sted ¢KS KAIK & Liandhahite2chickenKHe feeding ( dz
2F AYLINRaA2YySR !yyS o0& GKS fAGOf S itiopRcatwhigy SQa
hunting the picnic, andater-t R2f SAO0OSy G ' yySQa GNARodzZ FdAz2ya | a
2AfEALFY 5 ¢Fef2NNRaA RANBOGAZY 2F (GKS LA OGdzNB
and the best work of the lancast is done by Marcia Harris, as Aunt Marilla. Julian Johnson

(Photoplay.

Two large movie posters for the silent film were found a few years ago in a small Michigan town. They were
discovered in a home, underneath a carpet along with other movie pss(Eeople would often use

newspaper or other paper items under carpet or in walls as cheap insulation.) These two posters were
donated toNational Library of Canadn 2001. Some still photographs of the film have been found (many
were published in a Page editionAhne ofGreen Gablew help publicize the film) and these pictures give us
a sense of what the film was like.

[Jack and Linda Hutton, who own and ogte the L. M. Montgomery site in MARY MILES MINTER

Bala, Ontario (where Montgomemacationedone summer and used as the inANNng .
location for her bookhe Blue Castlehavespent many years putting @‘%‘ GREEN G ABLES
together a wonderful rendition of the silent film. Their slide show features

YIyed 2F GKS Y2QAS adadAtta IyR 6AGK
dramatic music on the piano, you can experience what it might have been
like seeing the film in 1919 and the early 1920s. Check out their website at:
http://balasmuseum.com/silenimovie.phpwhere you can find out more
about the museum and how to order a DVD of their remditof the silent
film. Watch a preview hereittps://youtu.be/M1MaN1xVhoand listen to an
interview with Jack and Linda by Sarah UthtHRE

When Frances Marion wrote the screenplay Aame of Green Gableshe A
was already a force in Hollywood and had written or adapted over 60 film Gl
Prince Edward Island and Hollywood are the definition of opposite, but thi
Hollywood powerhouse had more in common with Montgomery than you
may think.

Frances Marion was born Marion Benson Owens in San Francisco, California, in 1888. Her father was a
succesful businessman and her mother, whose own parents were accomplished musicians and singers, fillec
0KS K2dzaS 6A0GK YdzAAO® ¢KS TFlLYAfteQa oSItaGaK ft26S
society and they often entertained famous singessiters and the social elite in their home. In her
autobiography that she published in 1972, she states
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By the time | was ten years old | had been thoroughly schooled in all the social hypetogiasist
never let your elders know by word or gesturdat you really think about their looks, speech or

actions.
2 KSYy CNIyOSaQa Y20KSNJ G2tR @AaArAdAy3a aNae® WO [ 2
KFdS AGH LGQa O20SNBR 6AGK RSIR KdaySYlHEltahaNRAE P €
dzy LI NR2y | 6fS IyR AT @2dz R2y Qi tSINy (G2 K2fR @&2dzN

From then on she did hold her tongue, but found an outlet for her thoughts and feelings by writing them
R2ogy® {KS dayAliOKSR K dyRrii88a2] I YTREYAfORR2AG o6AGK
aNE® [2YyR2yQa LR2N fAGHT S -wodnedrled/ Ul ank Mdusedeaflinther Satimy, IO K
YSOSNI 102t R KSNX» L ¢ GOKSR KSNJ SIFG Adoeg

And so began a life of writing. &ktates,

As the years segued past | continued writing in those makeshift diaries not only my unvarnished
impression of many of my elders but all the events which were milestones in my life.

[ A1S a2yid32YSNEIZ CNIFyOSaQa paBedzNg feelingstahdiobskrvatidhs, a0 S
place of refuge during the difficult times in her life. In doing so she also documented the history of Hollywood
from its very beginnings.

When Frances was ten years old, her parents divorced and two years latéather married a woman who

was eighteen years his junior. This was a difficult time for Frances, and a few months later she was expelled
from school when she was caught drawing cartoons of her teachers on the blackboard. Her mother decided
thatherdaugk 4§ SNJ O2dzZf R 0SYSFAU FNRY FOGGSYRAY3I | LINAGI (&
Hall Boarding School for three years where she excelled in languages, music and art. She was an avid reade
wrote daily in her diary, and became especiallgmsted in drawing and writing poetry and short stories.

Family friends such as authors Jack London and Ella Wheeler Wilcox encouraged FrandgssiOmesssy
submit her work to various publications and in the May 1905 issi&uaketmagazine, an
original poem and heown illustrations covered an entire page.

When Frances was sixteen, she was accepted at the Mark Hopkins Art Institute in San ||
Francisco, considered one of the finest art schools in the country. Just a year later, she W
falling in love with one of herdli G S OKSNE ® 2 Saf Se RS [ I LJ
instructor, just 19, but tall and handsome. Frances and Wesley were sitting on a park be
on April 18, 1906, when the earthquake shook apart their world. The Great San Francisco Earthgse#te cau
widespread damage and casualties, but it was the fires that raged for three days afterwards that destroyed
much of the city, including the Art Institute.

With the Art Institute now a pile of rubble, Wesley was out of a job and Frances was withouwa. Sidiey

both wanted to move forward with their lives and decided the best way to do that under the circumstances
was to get married. Wesley got a job drawing for 8en Francisco Chronieled Frances was selling
occasional stories and paintings. Framseught out family friend Jack London for advice to improve her
writing and he told her
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If you expect to write stories pulsing with real life or put upon canvas compositions that are divinely
human, you must go forth and liv@udy human nature by rubbg elbows with the people. Go out and
work with them, eat with them, dream with them.

CNl yOSa G221 [2YR2yQa 62NRA (-BheWSKed\dia ldcal GannériNgitthdR K
peaches and as a telephone operator. She joked that she haxl fed from these jobs before she could

master them, but turned these experiences into short stories; although most of the stories were never
Lldzo t AAaKSREZ &aKS (2ftR KSNEStET GKFG aKS g1 & GLINY OGA
photographer Arnold Genthe where she learned about the art of layouts and because she was also beautiful,
gra | Y2RSt F2NJ az2YS 2F DSydGKSQa ¢g2N]l @ IS LINRY2I
I YSNAOFZ¢ o0dzi CNI yOSa LINBFSNNBR GKS ¢2N] O0SKAYR

Genthe left San Francisco, so Frances was again out of work and also out of passion for her marriage. She a
Wesley divorced in 1910. Frances worked as a commercial artist for companies like the Western Pacific
Railroad, painting advertising posters andidg car menu covers. She then began to work as a reporter for

the San Francisco Examinerthe theater department. It was while working on a story there that she met the
actress Marie Dressler and thus began a lifelong friendship.

When she was 22, &nces metarisingstarathart KSNRa adSSt FTANY® w20SNI t
and talented and her engagement to him brought ierd K SN A& | LILINR @I = a2 YSUKAY
of. One week after her final divorce papers were signed #mated her marriage to Wesley, she and Robert
GSNE YIFINNASR® LG gFa mopmm YR w20SNIQa 62N) 41 a

In early 1912, Frances and Robert settled into their new home and Frances found a job as a poster artist for :
GKSFGSNI 26ySNE ht AGSN) a2NRPa02Y K2 G2t R KSNJ KSN
AaSSLIAY3I Ay KSNB R2y QU NHZAY AG¢ IyR (GKIFIG GKSNB 4SS
Furthermore, the more respectable citize wanted to run them out of town. Frances had seen cameras, men
GAGOK YSAFLIK2YySa FyR 02aGdzyYSR OG2NA |ff 20SN) (426
considered to be in a sociallynacceptable line of work by some people.

Franceswa3 A Y RAYy 3 GKIFG &AKS FyR w20SNI KFR Yl yeé-Vietdriagnt SN
SEAAGSYOSé YR 6Fa dzyO2YF2NIIFo6tS SAGK KSNIFNIA&DG
Morosco, she began work illustrating in the worldoR@S NI AaAy 3 YR GGNASR G2 f
NEY2OSNE |yR LAO1IfSa 6A0GK OKINY yR &SE | LILISHTt dé
found friendships and entertainment among the many artists and actors she met.

At one partyshe met the handsome Owen Moore; he was married to Mary Pickford who had started in the
entertainment business as a child. Pickford, the former Gladys $inaith in Canada]had been the family
breadwinner since the age of eight. It was now 1914, and Narl¢ford was a weknown actress and Owen
Moore, who had heard that Frances did fine portraits, asked if she would like to meet Mary and perhaps do a
portrait of her. Their meeting resulted in a Hfeng friendship lasting over 50 years.

Meeting Mary Rikford and others in the film business convinced Frances that fate was playing a hand and sh
0SOIFIYS RSGUSNNYAYSR (2 FTAYR 62N)] Ay aUKS Y20ASaod¢
known and most respected woman director in Los Angeles. éMetyjoyed helping other women with their
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careers and Frances hoped to get a job designing costumes and sets in a movie studio. Weber offered Franc
a position as her assistant and protégée working in every stage of production, including some acticgs Fran
had still been using her birth name Marion, but she needed to be listed on the studio books as an actress witl
a new name, so Marion Benson Owens de Lappe Pike, who was nearly 26 years of age, signed a contract as
GCNI yOSa alNA2Yy>>!I0A8Bp®é wSTAYSR (@&LJS

CN} yOSa ¢2NJ] SR I a 2 So-Sheviote brasa reldasiel, yainted bAckgfdunfs on kel |
and rode horseback as the double for the star Winifred Kingst@aptain CourtesyWhen Weber caught

some of the extras in a film in coensations totally unrelated to the action (she found that not only the deaf
read lips), she had Frances write lines of dialogue for the extras to say and then work among them in costum

In the three short years since Frances had arrived in Los Angehesviees now dozens of movie studios and

the local economy was booming; it was also becoming acceptable to work in the movie industry. Frances
moved on to a job in the writing department at the Balboa studio in Long Beach. She knew why there were sc
many swecessful women writerswriting was a creative outlet that could be achieved in private. Many of the
bestselling novels and short stories were being written by women and women writers were now
commonplace in Hollywood. Scena#igiting was seen as a neacceptable profession for women.

CNl yOSaQa FTIFGKSNJ Oft 2aSR KA& 2FFAOS Ay [2a ! y3aSt S
stay in L. A. They both agreed their marriage was over, and at the age of 26, with two marriages behind her
Franes was on her own. Mary Pickford offered Frances a job. She would be paid to act and to work on
scenarios for Mary, and as Mary was going to be filming her next movie in New York, Frances was soon on a
train to take up residence there.

To supplement hemicome Frances got a job at World Films
in New York and soon was churning out scenarios at the rate
of two or three a week. She was also ghasiting a daily
O2f dzvy F2NJ alNE tAO]lF2NRO
g2YSyQa LI 3Sa 27 vy Ssduhdh. MISWNE
was paid a thousand dollars a week to dispense beauty
aSONBUlas IyR YSY2NRASa 2F KSN
Frances fifty dollars a week for writing the fiday-a-week Ty,
O2f dzYy® ¢K2dzZa2K CNJyOSa RARYW
column, she enjoyeé spending time with Mary going over
ideas for the pieces and their friendship flourished.

the head of the scenario department and was reviewing all: ¢
the incoming scripts, as well as writing herrav8he helped o
cast films and often directed scenes. Frances wrote the scenaridhéPoor Little Rich Gaétiarring Mary

Pickford and it was an astounding success, which led to a job offer back in California. In 1917 Frances signe
contractwith Famod t f F @ SNRE F2NJ PpnXnnn | &@SIFENJ ad2 LINBLI NB
sum of money for a woman writer toe making at this time. Frances had been credited with writing fifty films
during her yeatand-a- half at World Films.
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Upon returring to California, Frances began work on writing the screen plagdbecca of Sunnybrook Farm
that Mary Pickford would star in. She wove in stories from her olifdhood, such as onghen she was at
herCl 0 KSNXQA& NI & 2-Bdé and soféi ot chilfiredNnyed ta create a zoo and needed a zebra,
so they painted a cow black and white. The film was a great success and Frances was thrillBtotbplay
magazine pulidhed a 4page spread about heiAti f SR ad @NINKQF Y { 2 f RIhiSwaStheda 2 ¥
first piece about Frances in a fan magazine. Frances followed this with -pageayscenario foh Little

Princesshat would also star Mary Pickford.

Meanwhile, war was raging in Europe and on Aptjl 017, the United States declared man Germany.

Many of the young men in Hollywood enlisted and headed for the front; writers now churned out patriotic
films and war movies such as Hell with the KaiseFrances decided that she wanted to do more for the war
effort and began exploring vet she could do to participate in a more meaningful way.

alNBE tAO1FT2NR 4l & (0KS dFier yrilbdy addshexanyitcgdFfarices Fogohdhar ¢S
a trip to Camp Kearney where they toured the base hospital and visited with some roietheFrances met
Frederick Clifton Thomson and it was love at first sight. He was the chaplain of tharddi®as in the

hospital recovering from a broken leg. He was a woHdmpion athlete, weltead, a Presbyterian minister

and very goodooking. FFed fell for Frances just as hard, and after knowing each other for just a month they
decided that they would marry as soon as the war was over.

Frances traveled to Washington D. C., and with personal references from some of her friends, she got a job
with the Committee on Public Information. On September 18, 1918, Frances boarded a ship and headed for
war-torn Europe. She was assigned to work with a small group of men to film Allied women who were serving
overseas. She wrote in her journal:

The vastnesshe immensity, the awfulness of what | saw as | kept moving along with the front line
engagements was utterly beyond my powers of comprehension, let alone my ability to describe or
AO0SYIFNAR2AT SX L O2dzZ RYyQl @NRGS @uAboys & Se thihgNtRey 2 F
endured-L aAYLX & O2dz RyQi R2 AlGo

Frances traveled into German territory, returning to Paris on Novemberth@ next day the Armistice was
signed and Paris erupted with joy; a few days later, Frances learned that sthed&adeclared the first
correspondent and the first American woman to cross the Rhine.

Fred and Frances spent Christmas in Paris and in February 1919 Frances returned to the States. She began
writing on a filmto-film basis which included adapting the foinne of Green Gablé®oks into a script for
Mary Miles Minter. On December 19, 1919, Montgomery wrote in her journal:

I £ F N wl O2dzAAYy I CINBgREdKodwrotelthetlsle dd be@rito serie ©fS NJ
Green Gablesn the screen.Page by the way, sold the movie rights last summer. He would never sell
them as long as we were in partnership because he would have had to share up with me. | knew he
would do it as soon as he was free. He got $40,000 for the film right. My share wauddhben

$20,000a nice sum to be cheated out of!!! Mary Miles Minter is playdmmed L Q@S &SSy K&
plays. She is very dainty, very pretty and utterly unlike my gingery Anne. Clara wrote that she did not
like the film at all and that everyone &8s g & RA Al LILRAYGSR® ¢KS NBI &2
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OKI N OGSNE¢ FITNB y2i AyOfdzRSR Ay (GKS @kandid b2g
dzy t dzO1 At & Glrf1 OFyQli 065 NBLINEZ R dadoethidggfarmpged a ON.
there. | do not expect to like the film mysélhever yet have liked any film | have seen that was
reproduced from a book | had read. Nevertheless | am very curious to see it. Clara says Los Angeles
turned outen massehat she never had to standdong in line in any city in her life to get a ticket.

Fred finally returned from Europe in September of 1919 and in November they
were married. Because Frances was a twidt®rced woman, Fred was forced
to give up his vocation as a Presbyterian mirrisiige to opposition from the
Church. Frances had found, just as Montgomery had, that the Church could
have some rigid and unforgiving rules.

Fred was goodboking and athletic and had been a Boy Scout master. He had
seen the young boys he worked with flackthe Hollywood westerns that ;
starred Tom Mix and others. Fred suggested to Frances that daring adventg
could work in Western films, instead of so much gunplay. He also suggestefh
that a horse, and not a man, should be the star of the films. He sanbhbél
train the horse, but had no interest in acting. Fred found a beautiful dappled
AN} & KdzyGSNE aS@SyiSSy KIyRa KAIK
star.

Fred began making films with Silver King, and he was soon convinced to star in the@lrfsed would go

on to become one of the most famous Western film stars of the time. He had moved from the ministry to the
movies with great success.

for the dangerous stunts that were filmed. They bought four acres of lar
in the hills above Hollywood. Frances and Fred were both making large
amounts of money and soon they added twenty more acres to their |
property. They began building a house and stables which soon began

taking on a life of their own. They had intended to have an adobe \
farmhouse and stables, but soon added a bunk house for the men that je

would take care of the horses. Frances noted in her journal

They Sy Qa K2das 02ad GKNBS G(GAYS
on our farmhouse. When it finally loomed up on the treeless =
scarred hillside it looked like a Vanderbilt summer place to me.

¢KS® YyIYSR (GKSANI K2YS G¢KSTt9YyOKIYGSR I Affé¢ FyR C

In a $rort while our hill resembled a gigantic wedding cake. Pine trees studded every tier, while on top
rose a huge house with a drawing room two stories and a half high, rare tapestries on the walls, an
Aeolian pipe organ, and windows overlooking five acrdawh. Beautifully laid out on the terrace
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were a tiled barbecue, an aviary, and a hundfedt swimming pool. Fred and his horses and | had
gone Hollywood!

By 1925, Fred was making $10,000 a week and Frances, considered the best scenario writer dotjolipe/

also making large sums of money. Samuel Goldwyn had hired her to write three films at $10,000 apiece while
she also continued with other work. In her spare time she wrote a ndVve,Rise and Fall of Minnie Flyitn

was published in book form dras a serial in the magaziRéectorial Review.

On December 8, 1926, Frances and Fred welcomed their first-nédderick Clifton Thomson. Frances had
GFr1Sy KSNJ R20O00G2NXNa I ROAOS YR KIR | KealtSasOizye
wanted more children, so in October of 1927 they adopted a b&ghard Gordon Thomson. The Enchanted
Hill was always busy with guests and parties, Fred and Frances even threw themselves\edihiiy
anniversary party. Fred and Silver King were fas@/estern stars, receiving ten to twelve thousand letters a
$SS1T FTNRY fAGGES o028a oK2 gNROS aLQff ySOSNI dza s
Fye@o2Reé¢€3 YR d,2dz YR {Af @SN YAYy3 0OdvodatteNSa § KS 06
Presbyterian minister, but now could use his films as a pulpit.

CNl yOSa g¢gla y2g O2yaARSNBR aly AyaildAiddziizyé | Y2y
great respect, but fate would end her happiness. In early DecemiE928 Fred developed a limp that he

told Frances it was probably only a pulled muscle as he had a pain in his side too. One night he woke with a
high fever and intense pain and he was admitted to the hospital. After almost a week in the hospital Fred was
operated on for kidney stones, but he did not improve, and in the early hours of DecemBEr 2% K Sy  C NX
jaw started to set, the doctors realized that he had tetanus. Earlier that month, Fred had stepped on a rusty
nail while out in the stable, and haddhght nothing of it. Shortly before midnight on Christmas Day, Fred

LI aaSR gl & Ay CNIyOSaQa I N &dSaayS RK S NS dziA 21004 253 NI K
spared the agonizing grief of parting from those we love. Their father died dn&lir Y & 51 & ®¢ CN.
years old.

CNl yOSa f20SR GKSANI G9yOKIYyGSR | Affé¢ odzi-the22y T2
mahoganyfloored stable now housed 20 horses and the estate, which had grown to 129 acres, was just too
much tomanage as she worked and raised two young babies alone. In 1929, she sold the beautiful estate the
had been designed by the famous architect Wallace Neff. It went on to have several other owners. Paul
Kollsman, a famous inventor, lived there for 40 yeAfser his death, his widow sold the estate in 1997 to
Microsoftce¥ 2 dzy RSNE t L dzf ' f €Sy F2NJ PunZInnnnnn®dtsaNID !
2dziodzAft RAy3as {Af GOSN YAy3IQa adl of S (rkaSreshbigtaturég K 2
and lush gardens and the 1800t swimming pool-to be bulldozed into oblivion. The entire estate remains

an empty lot today, a piece of Hollywood history lost forever.

Frances went on with her life and wrote tirelessly. ShewaSabli 2 Y2 @S Ay id2 GKS &Gl f
| 2t f@p22R 6SNB y24 FoftS G2 YIS G§KS AmICHiSSIn 1990R &
she won an Academy Award for her writing Bime Big House prison drama, and in 1931 won for the boxing
film, The ChampFrances wrote the movidin and Billfor her friend, the actress Marie Dressler, and Dressler
went on to win an Academy Award for her performance.
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Throughout her many years in the film industry, Frances was known to have helped many weepl they
were struggling. She wrote films for specific actors and actresses, and convinced the studio heads to hire
them, when she knew that they really needed a job. She used her own money to help others who were in
difficult circumstances, includingaging for the funerals of several people who had fallen on hard times.

Frances left Hollywood in 1946, an independently wealthy woman. During her career she had written over 20
film scripts, three novels, a book on how to write movie scripts and many staries. After her retirement

she continued to write, but also found time to follow new passions. She learned to sculpt and took piano
lessons, eventually becoming very good at both hobbies.

She was a woman driven to follow her dreams and though maoyght that she could have been very
successful in front of the camera, her passion was writing. Writing was much less glamorous than acting, but
was what she found joy in. She kept a journal all of her life and documented the evolution of the filrmindus
from its beginnings. Over her career she worked with all of the film greats, Lillian Gish, Rudolph Valentino,
Douglas Fairbanks, Charlie Chaplin, Greta Garbo, Clark Gable, Marion Davies, the Talmadge sisters and ma
more.

Frances and Mary Pickford remained friends forthe
NEald 2F GKSANI fA@Sas |
writing with her success. Mary could be
temperamental and her stardom sometimes went to |
her head. Frances said that many years aftene of 2
GreenGableg & FAL{ YSRI aKS$S KI R
K2YS Gt AO1L FFANE F2NJ I €I
arrival Mary jumped up anshouted at Frances to get
2dzi 0SOlFdzaS &aKS gl a adaft
had gone to Mary Miles Minter.

Today we watch the silent films and find the acting oS
be over the top and the story lines to be silly and 7, , a NNYBRO S
contrived, but we must remember to watch them as = ¢ v} Rm@ﬁqu“mujﬂ
they were first seen 100 years ago. Frances was e s wome ey AN ARTCRAFT PICTURE

asked to write or adapt a film in as little as a Wwee Minter was an AmericarPickford was born in Toronto, Ontaridronically, the
or two and she wrote American played the Canadian role, and the Canadian played the American charg

The screen was not an easy medium to write for: the importance of camera angles, the ability to make
stories come to life without the power of speech to explain their actions, and the measuring of scenes
which, if permitted to run ®o long, would make the theatre audiences restless.

The studios felt a lot of pressure to be releasing at least two new films a month and, once written, the movie
was expected to be filmed in days or just a few weeks. Frances once said that she aptboglizeidthe

authors of books that she adapted for the screen because once the script left her desk it went through many
hands and revisions and, in some cases, by the time it was shown on the big screen, the only thing she
recognized were the characté®s y' I YSa &
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Like Montgomery, Frances was also driven to write; it was a passion neither of them could ignore. Frances,
too, kept a journal where she was free to write her true thoughts and observations, and like Montgomery, she
also worked to support herselldér much of her life. They were both women who in many ways were ahead of
their time; women who were very independent, had boundless energy and talent, and who, through their
writing, have brought joy to millions.
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Sources:

Without Lying DownFrances Marion and the Powerful Women of Early HollywGad Beauchamp.
University of California Press. 1997

Off With Their Heads! A serimmic tale of Hollywoad~rances Marion. The Macmillan Compat8/72

The Selected Journals of L. M. Montgom¥l. 1I, 19141921. Edited by Mary Rubio and Elizabeth Waterston.
Oxford University Press. 1987

The Women Who Write the Movies, From Frances Marion to Nora Ephaosha McCreadie. Birch Lane
Press. 1994

Note: Frances Marion wrote hundreds of screenplays; a few you may be familiar with include the follGeéngride of the Clan,

CKS t22NJ[A00GtS wWAOK DANIX wSoSOOF 2F {dzyyeoNR2]1 @I N¥I { ¢
Fauntleroy, The Dark Angel, Stella Dallas, The Winning of Barbara Worth, The Son of the Sheik, Mademoiselle Pompadour, Jesse
WEYS&Z 9YYIFZ ¢KS tNATSTFAIAKGSNI YR GKS [IRé&X tS3 hQ aeé | S
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Anne of the Islandvas published one hundred yeaego,
in 1915, and was dedicated:

JONATHAN CROMBIE

Gilbert Blythen the 1985Anne of Green Gabléslefilm
12 Octoberl966¢ 15 April 2015

photos:Dick Lo&/Toronto Star via Getty Images, Viriginia Richardson Mold
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