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WELCOME TO PART 2 OF THE 2014 EDITION OF THE 

SHINING SCROLL. Part 1 includes selected papers from 

the recent Montgomery conference (L.M. Montgomery 

and War). Many speakers contributed new insights 

about Rilla of Ingleside, /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ 

²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΣ ŀƴŘ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ƻǳǘǇǳǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ 

years, for example. Readers and scholars will be gratified to learn more about the 

research collection at the University of Prince Edward Island. [Part 1 concludes 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ [ΦaΦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ tǊƛƴŎŜ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LǎƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ мфофΣ ƻƴ 

the eve of World War II.]  

Part 2 is devoted to recovering, collecting, and preserving Montgomery books and 

artifacts. We begin with LǘΩǎ ŀ ²ŀǊ hǳǘ ¢ƘŜǊŜΥ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

World of Montgomery and then add more about Montgomery collectibles, first 

edition dust jackets, new finds, and new collector friends. 

I knew nothing about first editions or the value of them, I just knew these 

early books satisfied a kind of loveliness meter in my soul ς and reading 

such a book provided a different experience, somehow, than reading a 

modern reprint ς the story remained the same but it was encased, imbued, 

surrounded by an ineffable spirit of sweet days gone by, almost as if 

sunshine had been pressed and preserved like flowers of the field in a 

sudden blaze of antique gold.  

~~ Nancy Taggart 

Find out what treasures were available at the L.M. Montgomery Institute Silent 

Auction fundraiser and how to support the LMMI. Finally, read more about 

Comfort and Conflict in Rilla of Ingleside, aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ bƻǊǾŀƭΣ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΣ and 

events in Leaskdale, Ontario. See new publications, upcoming events  

(wǳǘƘ aŀŎŘƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ мллth birthday), and notes of the last year. 

Thank you for being part of our community -- share this with your own  

kindred spirits! 

 

The L.M. Montgomery 

Literary Society 

Welcome to the 2014 issue 

of The Shining Scroll, 

periodical of the L.M. 

Montgomery Literary 

Society. The LMMLS was 

organized in 1991 by 

Carolyn Strom Collins and 

Christina Wyss Eriksson 

after the publication of their 

first collaboration,  

The Anne of Green Gables 

Treasury. 

Since 1991, the internet has 

made it possible to expand 

our community to include 

everyone, anywhere, who 

has an interest in the 

author. The organizing core 

of the LMMLS is Carolyn 

Collins, Mary Beth Cavert, 

and Christy Woster. We 

have gatherings in the 

Midwest USA from time to 

time and always attend 

Montgomery conferences in 

Prince Edward Island and 

Ontario. 
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IN THE WORLD OF MONTGOMERY   

Christy Woster © 2014 

 
Here are some of my copies of Anne of Green Gables, all L. C. Page editions. I 

probably have at least 150 different copies. Why, you ask (as many have), would 

anyone need this many copies of the same title? I will attempt to explain from 

my perspective the importance and the difficulty of collecting and preserving L. 

M. Montgomery.  

Imagine that it is the late 1990s and you are sitting at your computer and staring 
at the screen. The site you are on is called eBay. It is early in the history of eBay 
ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜrience with the online auction site, but there on 
the screen is a wonderful copy of Anne of Green Gables, a FIRST EDITION! Yes, a true FIRST EDITION! And the 
ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀ ōƛŘΣ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ you tell your 
friends what a steal you got! It is down to the last minute and suddenly there is a flurry of bids, you are outbid, 
the price is rising higher and higher, you quickly enter another bid, only to be outbid again. Then the price 
goes up even before you can enter another key stroke, and suddenly, it is over. You never even had a chance! 
 
Yes, it is a war out there in the world of collecting; there are battles and casualties every day. Some of us are 
born collectors, it is in our DNA to search for and gather all things that are related to our collection. We MUST 
have every item that exists; our collections must be as complete as possible. The exhilaration of finding a 
missing or unknown item is unsurpassed.   
 
Then there is the casual collector. In ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ [Φ aΦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ 
ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǘƛǘƭŜΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ƘŀǾŜ Řǳǎǘ ƧŀŎƪŜǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ 
look at the rabid collectors as being a bit unbalanced. 
 
If you have made the decision to become a serious collector, how should you begin? First you need to decide 
what items are of interest to you. In the case of old books, you need to be familiar with the terms used by 
book dealers and online book sites. Does the book have a frontispiece? Or a tissue guard? Is the spine sunned?  
Where do you find the publishing information? Has the seller listed the 
άŎƻǇȅǊƛƎƘǘ ŘŀǘŜέ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέΚ   
 
Are you only going collect Canadian editions, or British or Australian? Are 
you only going to collect First Editions, or do you prefer the 1970 editions? 
Perhaps you prefer old magazines with Montgomery stories and poems, or 
perhaps your Montgomery interest lies elsewhere altogether. Whatever you 
decide to collect, it is important to learn as much as possible about that area 
of collecting. Then you can hit the ground running, searching old book 
stores, garage sales, antique shops, book fairs, flea markets and the 
internet--but you must be wary. Do your homework, plan a strategy, draw 
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up your battle plan and stick to it (OK, that is not going to work τ be ready to deviate from your battle plan as 
conditions warrant.) 
 
Long before the internet, I would mail a typed letter to bookstores all over the US and Canada in search of 
Montgomery books -- they in turn would send back a letter describing what books they had and I would 
purchase them sight unseen. Sometimes this worked out and occasionally it did not. I had my favorite 
booksellers back in those days -- I could always count on them being fair and honest, and sometimes they 
would save items just for me, or at least give me the first opportunity to purchase them. 
 
One of these dealers, Richard in Ohio, taught me so very much in those early days. He would write long letters 
about his quest to find me various titles, and editions, and the pros and cons of the books he did find. He 
explained the importance of condition in book-collecting and would encourage me to walk away from editions 
that were less than desirable. Even though you should collect what you love, when it comes to books you want 
to be able to at the very least get back what you paid for a book, should you decide to sell it. He would often 
advise me against spending too much and explain that it would be better to save that $20.00 or $30.00 that I 
was planning to spend on an inferior edition and instead save that money and buy a $75.00 book that would 
at least hold or increase in valueΦ Lƴ ƻƴŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƘŜ ǿǊƻǘŜΥ άL ŘƛŘ ƎŜǘ ƻƴŜ ǉǳƻǘŜ ƻƴ The Golden Road, but it was a 
reprint in deplorable condition. The price would have been around $50.00, which I consider way out of line for 
ŀ ōƻƻƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΦέ bŜŜŘƭŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǘƘat one. 
 
A recent example on eBay is a listing for a copy of The Blue Castle. It has been repaired (if that is what you 
want to call it) with duct tape. The seller has lowered the price over the past few weeks, but in my estimation 
and that of any legitimaǘŜ ōƻƻƪǎŜƭƭŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻǇȅ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘƭŜǎǎΦ Wǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪΩǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƛǎ [Φ aΦ 
Montgomery, does not make a book automatically valuable. Remember, condition is everything in book 
collecting. 
 
L ǎŀǾŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ-L ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴȅ ƭƻƴƎŜǊΣ ōǳǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘǊƻǿ 
them out.  Richard was my mentor when I started my Montgomery and North Pole collections (yes, I collect a 
lot of other things besides Montgomery) and I learned so much from him.  If you are serious about collecting 
books, it is so helpful to have a good relationship with a few trusted booksellers. 
 
There are many resources that can be helpful, if not essential in your quest for old copies of 
aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎΣ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻŜƳǎΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ L. M. Montgomery 
Preliminary Bibliography compiled by Rea Wilmshurst, Ruth Weber Russell and D.W. Russell 
ƛƴ мфусΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ά.ƛōƭŜά for Montgomery collecting. I carried it with me everywhere and 
finally, since all the books, stories and poem titles were listed by year only, I painstakingly 
copied each title onto large recipe cards in alphabetical order. I wrote the title of 
the magazine or newspaper and the date it was originally published so I would have 
a quick reference that I could pull from my purse when needed. Really, you never 
know when you will run across some old magazines. I would cross off or place a 
check mark on items as I found them, or make notations that I had found a copy of 
a story or poem on microfilm. I do admit that over time I have forgotten what some 
of my symbols or notations mean, and when my daughter Emily and I go to a 
University Library or Archive and I pull out my cards, she always sighs, but I have an emotional attachment to 

http://lmmontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/
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those cards. Since my copy of the bibliography is getting very worn, I did find a beautiful, perfect copy to keep 
on my bookshelf, of course I never use this copy -- after all, it too, has become collectible. 
 
I would encourage you to keep computer files and make spreadsheets in order to keep track of your 
collection. It is helpful to have at your fingertips an itemized statement of titles, editions, publisher, condition, 
magazine title, page number, price paid and where purchased, etc. You could easily add the current value 
which would be so important to know when insuring your collection or donating items.   
 
As for me, I am really rather fond of my card system. I am still having trouble getting used to the fact that 
there are no long card catalogs in libraries, so I will have to move slowly in this area. 
 
There are many other  resources, such as the many books and articles on book collecting in general that can 
be found at your local library or on the internet,  and  for Montgomery collectors in particular, there is our 
L.M. Montgomery Literary Society web site, Buying and Selling L.M. Montgomery. Mary Beth Cavert, our web-
master extraordinaire, gets frequent emails requesting more information as to the current values of 
Montgomery books. aƻǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŀƴ ƴƻǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ άL ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ Anne of 
Green GablesΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ L ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻƴ Ŝ.ŀȅ ŦƻǊ ϷнлΣлллΦлл ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎΚέ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘŀǎƪ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ мфслΩǎ DǊƻǎǎŜǘ and Dunlap copy is probably not worth more than $3 to $5. This is why it is so 
important to know as much as you can about the various editions and current values. Our web site has many 
links and other information on collecting Montgomery as well.  
 
EBay is a wonderful site -- what could be better than attending an auction and never have to leave the house?  
.ǳǘΣ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƻƻΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ άōǳȅŜǊ ōŜǿŀǊŜΦέ Daily we see a book published in the 1970s, 80s or 90s listed as άǊŀǊŜΣέ ƻǊ 
ŀ άǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΣέ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǳƴƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭƭŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǎƻ 
important to read the entire listing, ask questions, and request more pictures of the item, especially of the 
actual date of publication. Look carefully at the condition, and then set a price that you are willing to pay and 
go no higher than what you really believe the value to be. Most eBay sellers are honest, but there are a few 
that we seasoned eBayers do not do business with. 
 
Auctions can be emotional; you can get caught up in the excitement of the last few minutes as people outbid 
you. When I first began using eBay, I would fall into the trap of bidding too much, just because I was angry that 
someone was bidding against me. If I lost an item in the last few seconds, I would sometimes curse at the 
computer and have choice words for the lucky winning bidder. I would be brought back to reality when one of 
Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƘƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊƻƻƳΣ άaƻƳΣ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ Ŝ.ŀȅ ŀƎŀƛƴΚέ 
 
Recently on eBay -- and this is a pet peeve of mine -- some sellers are 
picturing old (and poor condition) copies of Montgomery books in beautiful 
dust jackets, but when you read the listing carefully you will find that the 
Řǳǎǘ ƧŀŎƪŜǘ ƛǎ ŀ άŦŀŎǎƛƳƛƭŜ,έ ƻǊ ŎƻǇȅΣ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭΦ Lǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ōǳȅŜǊΩǎ 
eyeΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ōƛŘŘŜǊ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ 
to be disappointed. 
 

http://lmmontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/
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As time goes by there is always the 
opportunity to branch out with your 
Montgomery collection.  For instance, there is 
the movie category. The 1919 silent film Anne 
of Green Gables, starring Mary Miles Minter, is 
no longer in existence, but there are items 
related to the movie that can be found. Movie 
stills, promotional items, books about Mary 
Miles Minter and the Hollywood scandal that 
would destroy her carŜŜǊΦ  !ƳƻƴƎ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά!ƴƴŜέ ǘƛǘƭŜǎΣ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ 
Cornstalk, that feature Minter on the cover or frontis. 
 
You can then move on to the films made in 1936 and 1939 starring Dawn Paris whose first stage name was 
5ŀǿƴ hΩ5ŀȅΦ {ƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƻ ά!ƴƴŜ {ƘƛǊƭŜȅέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ Anne of Green Gables in 1936. There 
are again movie stills; lobby cards, movie theater give-aways, and many other items that can be found. 
 
I am fascinated by the artists ǿƘƻǎŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŀŘƻǊƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ƻŦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
editions. I have been collecting books written or illustrated by them and magazine 
covers that some of them illustrated. It was the golden age of illustrators -- they 
were the rock stars of their time and their lives and work are so very interesting. 
These George Gibbs covers could easily bŜ ά!ƴƴŜέ ŀƴŘ άDƛƭōŜǊǘέ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
 
Perhaps you are more interested in collecting items that were important to 
aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǇƻŜƳ ά¢ƘŜ ²ǊŜŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŎƻ tƻƭƻέ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ 
need a aŀǊŎƻ tƻƭƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ǇƭŀǘŜΦ hǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ aŀǊȅ .ŜǘƘ /ŀǾŜǊǘΩǎ article 
ŀōƻǳǘ ά¢ƘŜ DƻƻŘ CŀƛǊȅέ ǘƘŀǘ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ ǎƻ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ on to 
find one of those beautiful statues. Thank you again Beth, for helping me out in this 
ŀǊŜŀΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ άDƻƎ ŀƴŘ aŀƎƻƎΣέ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴŜŜŘ to pursue Staffordshire 
dogs. Perhaps you are running out of room and need items that are smaller -- 
advertising post cards that the publisher would mail out to booksellers to announce 
an upcoming Montgomery book could be just the thing. 
 
Magazines are another wonderful area to collect.  Issues that contain Montgomery 
stories and poems are real treasures. There is nothing like reading one of her 
stories as it was first published with some of the interesting illustrations, 
advertisements and fashions. As for storage, I found a wonderful cabinet at a thrift 
store; with all the shelves in it, it was made for a magazine collector.  
 
I collect items pertaining to Montgomery from old newspapers and magazines, 
such as book reviews, interviews and advertisements. Even a passing mention can 
be interesting. Newspaper and magazine ads especially give us many clues to the 
ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎΦ LŦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ƻǊ 
newspaper, a copy from microfilm will have to do. To keep these items organized 
and easy to access, I keep the copies in 3-ring binders, arranged by date.   

http://lmmontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LMMontgomeryLS
http://www.lmmontgomery.ca/fedora/repository/lmmi%3A4149/OBJ/OBJ
http://lmmontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/uploads/2/2/6/5/226525/the_good_fairy_1916.pdf
http://roomofbensown.net/the-lm-montgomery-reader-1/
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I have books about Montgomery, bound magazine volumes that contain some of her poems and stories, and 
ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ōƻƻƪǎƘŜƭǾŜǎΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ I 
collect books ABOUT the books that Montgomery owned, but that might be interesting. 
 
The rewards of all of this searching can be so exciting. You could find an unknown story or poem or a 
previously-unknown publication that contains some of her work that can be added to the bibliography.  
CƛƴŘƛƴƎ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀŘŘǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
her work. From prison newsletters, bee-keeper magazines or exotic island newspapers, the world-wide reach 
of her writing is amazing and proves that her works transcend different cultures, genders and time. 
 
I know many of the major Montgomery collectors (oh, how we love our books) but most of us are not 
searching for items to sell at a profit; instead, we are more preservation-minded--guardians of sorts -- and 
much from our collections will eventually be donated to a Montgomery archive so that others can study and 
enjoy our collections as well, but we want to be sure that our donation will be well cared for.   
 
PreseǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [Φ aΦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΦέ It is so 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ more of 
the collection here at the University indexed and digitized. There is a need for a climate-controlled room and 
more archival supplies and for an online bibliography that could be updated easily as new stories, poems or 
sources are discovered. We need money for future acquisitions that come up for sale, funding for a 
scholarship, or an archival assistant or -- dreaming big -- a full-time head of the Institute itself. 
 
We are also in a war against time. Paper, old magazines and newsprint contain acid that causes them to 
disintegrate, and eventually all of these paper items will crumble into dust. We must find these items, 
preserve the ones we can, and digitize everything or they will be lost to us and future generations forever. 
  
We collectors are important for another reason. Scholars would not have as much to work with if the 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ always searching and sharing. Think of all of the interesting finds that some of us collectors 
have written about in The Shining Scroll, for example. I encourage all of you to get involved with The Friends of 
the LMM Institute and their mission. I envision that someday we will have an ambassador or five-star general 
in every country, state and province. This person will lead the charge in their area and perhaps host 
fundraisers such as a tea, give a talk at a local book club or library, or give a presentation at their local school --
in other words get people excited about Montgomery, both to encourage the continued study of her works 
and reading in generŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ works for generations 
to come. In other words we need boots on the ground! 
 
I will probably continue to collect, but now I can be more selective in the things that I 
purchase. I have many valuable items, but I also feel that we need to be watching for 
some of the more ridiculous things. I collect things like t-shirts and a bobble head to 
remind myself (and hopefully others) that though some of these items are amusing, 
they can make the battle to look at Montgomery as an important and gifted writer that 
much more difficult. !ƭǎƻΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŜ ƻƴ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ 
popularity for their own gain. These books for example, are almost word for word from Anne of Green Gables 

http://lmmontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LMMontgomeryLS
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and Anne of Avonlea ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜ ά!ƴƴŜέ ŀƴŘ άDƛƭōŜǊǘέ ōŜŎƻƳŜ άYŀǘŜέ 
ŀƴŘ ά²ƛƭƭƛŀƳέ ώ5ǳŎƘŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ 5ǳƪŜ ƻŦ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜϐΦ 
 
I have collected very small items to very large items. One of my very large items is a 
painting that I am trying to decide what to do with and I would love some feedback 
from all of you. It was painted in 1906 by May Austin Claus, and it is a portrait of her 
husband W. A. J. Claus. These artists did the internal illustrations of the original Anne 
of Green Gables. I ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎƛȊŜ όƛǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ р ŦŜŜǘ ǘŀƭƭύ ŘƻŜǎ ƭƛƳƛǘ 
who might be interested in it, but I think that it does have some value in the 
Montgomery world.   
 
Over the years I have done battle with many other collectors in my quest for 
Montgomery items and I am sure that they also uttered some choice words 
when they lost an auction to me. But as the years went by and we discovered 
who was behind a particular eBay name, we realized that most of us were 
collecting for the same purpose. I have great respect for my fellow collectors; 
they have increased our understanding of Montgomery in so many ways and 
are some of the most generous people I know.  
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎƘŀǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
time and also, I caƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ǎŜŎǊŜǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀǊ 
out there!  
 

 

L.M. MONTGOMERY COLLECTIBLES 

 
Mary Beth Cavert © 2015 

 

In The Shining Scroll December 2010 (part 3), Carolyn Strom Collins wrote about a 

most rare Montgomery [self-made] poetry book owned by a dear friend and 

member of MontgomeryΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ tǊƛƴŎŜ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ bƻǊǾŀƭΣ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΦ 

Aquila Books in Calgary acquired another copy of this same collection and listed it 

in its 2014 Montgomery sale Catalogue. The item was procured by the University 

of Toronto Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library and featured in an article in The Halcyon. 

 

Anne of Green Gables was printed during some of the early war years by Grosset and Dunlap 

and used the same plates as the L.C. Page books. In my 1915 edition from this publisher, a 

previous owner glued an old newspaper clipping about Montgomery into it. The article was 

clearly invented from parts of The Alpine Path ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ς its errors 

ŀǊŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΥ ά!ƴƴ ƻŦ DǊŜŜƴ DŀōƭŜǎΣέ ά[ǳŎƛŜ aŀǳŘ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΣέ άLƴ 

http://lmmontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LMMontgomeryLS
http://lmmontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/uploads/2/2/6/5/226525/2010_shining_scroll_part_3.pdf
http://www.aquilabooks.com/L%20M%20Montgomery/montcatrevised.pdf
http://fisher.library.utoronto.ca/sites/fisher.library.utoronto.ca/files/halcyon%20june%202014.pdf
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мфмм aƛǎǎ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ ǿŀǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŎƘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀǊƳΧέ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ read 

ŀōƻǳǘ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ά[ƛŦŜ ƛƴ tǊƛƴǘέ ƛƴ ±ƻƭǳƳŜ hƴŜ ƻŦ The L.M. Montgomery Reader. 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Shining Scroll, we placed a quote about spring inscribed by L.M. Montgomery in a 

book she signed around 1928. I was fortunate to acquire another signed book this year from Vanessa Brown, 

Brown and Dickson (attention collectors!), which was in MontgomeryΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ It is a 1900 illustrated 

fashion book called The Passing Show with drawings by Albert Beck Wenzell. Montgomery signed it in 1904, a 

year in which her earned income from writing enabled her to buy books for aesthetic reasons. Each elegant 

illustration is paired with a quote by Shakespeare, Byron, Milton, Kipling, etc. She would have admired 

²ŜƴȊŜƭƭΩǎ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ladies Home Journal (Philadelphia) in the 1890s -- perhaps she tried to model her 

1903 portrait after his illustration of Madame Butterfly.  

She carried this book from her home on PEI to Leaskdale, Norval, and Toronto before it found 

its way to another owner and then to Vanessa. Eventually, I will pass it on to an archival 

collection where it can end its travels!  

The most unusual find for me this year was a Holiday Bulletin for 1908 published by L.C Page, 

which included a notice for Anne of Green Gables, "The Brightest .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊέ ($1.50). It 

also listed The Making of Personality by Bliss Carman which Ewan Macdonald gave to 

Montgomery as a gift in 1909.  

Christy Woster found new material about the artists of the first edition of Anne (she wrote about them in The 
Shining Scroll 2007): 
 

W. A. J. Claus and his wife, May Austin Claus did the internal illustrations of the first edition Anne of 
Green Gables that was published by L. C. Page in 1908. George F. Gibbs did the cover illustration with 
the iconic profile view of the pretty woman.  
 
Up to this point no one has found any other book illustrated by the Clauses, but I stumbled across one 
quite by accident. The title is Climbing Up to Nature by Florence J. Lewis. It was published by The C. M. 
Clark Publishing Company in 1908. The cover paste on was done by another illustrator with the last 
ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ YƛǊƪǇŀǘǊƛŎƪΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǳǎΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ мл ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƛƭƭǳǎtrations. None of the illustrators are 
credited, but each of the internal illustrations clearly shows the signatures of M. A. Claus and W. A. J. 
/ƭŀǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ΩлуΦ   
 
!ƴ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎȅƴƻǇǎƛǎΥ  ά{ŎƛƴǘƛƭƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘh delicious humor, full 
of just the kind of natural fun we all have hugely enjoyed at times, but have never had the wit to put 
into words, its drollery flashes back at us in every chapter like the ripples of a sunny brook. Through 

http://lmmontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LMMontgomeryLS
http://roomofbensown.net/the-lm-montgomery-reader-1/
http://www.weebly.com/uploads/2/2/6/5/226525/the_shining_scroll_2013.pdf
http://www.brownanddickson.com/shop/?category=Montgomery
http://www.amazon.com/The-Passing-Show-A-B-Wenzell/dp/B000GTRX46
http://www.lmmontgomery.ca/fedora/repository/lmmi%3A4149/OBJ/OBJ
http://www.lmmontgomery.ca/fedora/repository/lmmi%3A4149/OBJ/OBJ
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the whole book runs a delightful acquaintance with Nature, that softens and sweetens its exuberant 
ŦǳƴΦέ 
 
In the March 21, 1908 issue of ¢ƘŜ tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊΩǎ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ I found an advertisement for both Anne of Green 
Gables and Climbing Up to Nature. In the February 29, 1908, issue of the magazine there are again 
mentions of both books. RegardinƎ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ōƻƻƪ ƛǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ ά[Φ /Φ tŀƎŜΧΦΦǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ōȅ [Φ aΦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άAnne of Green 
DŀōƭŜǎΦέ 
 
Looking at the illustrations in Climbing Up to Nature, you can see the similarity to 

the illustrations that the Clauses did for Anne of Green Gables. Montgomery 

probably was not aware of the other book that used the same illustrators as hers, 

as the publishers made all the decisions about any illustrations, but it is interesting 

that both of these books were published in 1908. Florence J. Lewis seems to have 

faded away, but ¢ƘŜ tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊΩǎ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ was correct when they said that L. M. 

Montgomery was full of promise. 

Christy also located more information about the actress, Evelyn Nesbit, whose picture Montgomery saved as 
an example ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ƴƴŜΩǎ ŦŀŎŜΦ Although similar photos of Nesbit had been published in 1903, 
the images that Christy has found were distributed at the exact time that Montgomery was writing Anne of 
Green Gables. 
 

Here we have a full page newspaper spread from American Magazine 
{ǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ IŜŀǊǎǘΩǎ .ƻǎǘƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ American, dated Sunday, April 30, 
1905. The page is titled: ά¢ƘŜ CŀŎŜ ¢Ƙŀǘ ²ƻƴ ŀ CƻǊǘǳƴŜΣέ άbŜǿŜǎǘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ 
in the life of Evelyn Nesbit, the most talked of woman in AmericaΦέ This 
article contains several photos of Nesbit and the one in the lower left 
cornŜǊΣ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άLƴƴƻŎŜƴŎŜέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ aƻƴǘƎƻƳery pasted into her 
journal [see LMM journal entry of 29 November 1934]. The two poses on 
ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά5ǊŜŀƳǎέ ŀƴŘ άtǊƛŘŜΣέ and the large 
picture of Nesbit in the center of the page ƛǎ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά¸ƻǳǘƘΦέ 
 
Another Evelyn Nesbit find is this framed, 5x7 inch print of the model. I 
cannot find an artist signature on this painting, but it, too, was published 
in 1905. bŜǎōƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άǎǳǇŜǊ ƳƻŘŜƭέ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊ Ŧŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ƎǊŀŎŜ 
was quick and hard due to scandal in her personal life. 
 
As you can see Montgomery collecting goes beyond just copies of her 

books for us serious collectors. I love the different paths that collecting 

Montgomery has taken me down, and most importantly I feel that I play a 

small role in the preservation of all these wonderful items. 

 

http://lmmontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LMMontgomeryLS
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/16/arts/16iht-idbriefs16B.15302603.html?_r=0
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It is always a great experience to άmeetέ other Montgomery fans, especially those who collect early and first 

edition books. This year, I was honored to correspond with Nancy Taggart, a long-time Canadian collector. 

CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘƻǿƴǎƛȊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ άŜȄǘǊŀǎέ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 

my LMM library: a signed The Watchman and Other Poems, a 1912 Chronicles of Avonlea in a dustjacket, a 1st 

edition Anne of Avonlea, a 1st edition Courageous Women in a dustjacket, and Up Came the Moon with a 

foreword by LMM and signed by the author, J.F. Brown (you see, collectors cannot help but talk about their 

books!). Most of these books will be passed on to whatever public archive might wish to house them, but in 

the meantime they are treasured here for their άineffable spirit of sweet days gone byΦέ L ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘȅΩǎ 

ǇŀǇŜǊ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ bŀƴŎȅΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ too, especially if you 

love antiquarian bookstores and collected books before the days of internet commerce. 

I had red hair, freckles and braids for most of my pre-adolescent years ς which was interesting because 

neither of my parents nor any of my grandparents had red hair. In my family, the carrot top bit seems 

to ōŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŦŜƳŀƭŜǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά!ƴƴŜέ ƻǊ άAnniŜΦέ Way back in the 1880s, my great-grandmother, 

Annie, and her sister, Jessie, who were particularly close, decided to name daughters after each other 

into perpetuity. Hence my grandmother, Jessie, and her cousin, Annie, among many others. That 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ /ƻǳǎƛƴ !ƴƴƛŜ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ¢ƻƻŘƛŜ ό{ŎƻǘǎΩ DŀŜƭƛŎ ς little dear one) as a plethora of family Annies 

already existed (Annie being a particularly common name in the Scottish Highlands). L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ 

exactly when I first read Anne of Green Gables, but I think it was in response to so many people telling 

me I looked like Anne Shirley. 

¢ƻƻŘƛŜ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ±ŀƴŎƻǳǾŜǊ ŀƴŘΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŦƛŀƴŎŞΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻƴ ŀ мфмт battlefield, my grandmother 

found herself in Winnipeg, Manitoba, in 1919, where she met my paternal grandfather. Their red-

ƘŀƛǊŜŘ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ !ƴƴƛŜ {ƛƳǇǎƻƴ ¢ŀƎƎŀǊt but was always called Nancy. In 

turn, I was named after my Aunt Nancy and grew a headful of the obligatory red hair (although, alas, it 

Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ōŜ ǘŜǊƳŜŘΣ ŀǘ ōŜǎǘΣ ΨǇŀƭŜ ǊŜŘΩύΦ 

I was born on Vancouver Island, so am an Island Girl ς but, needless to say, an island on the opposite 

side of the country from PEI. I have loved ς and do love ς my island as dearly and deeply as LMM loved 

hers ς although it is a wilder, less tamed place, on a very fragile foundation ς ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΩǎ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜƎŀ-

thrust, subduction earthquake will likely happen here ς at any moment ς as the Victoria newspaper 

likes to trumpet whenever its editor suspects the populace might be growing complacent. 

When I was 11 and 12, during summer vacation, I went to Vancouver to stay with Toodie and her 

husband, Tom. I had always loved books (learned to read when I was four) but had no idea that such a 

thing as a second-hand bookstore existed. Tom, who also loved books and reading, took me to several 

Vancouver used bookstorŜǎ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ōŀŎƪΦ I had long since read Anne of Green Gables and 

gotten a few other volumes for various birthdays, but now had the tools to search out beautiful early 

edition copies. And, I think, that was exactly the reason I sought out old Montgomery books ς they 

were lovely, especially compared to the reprints issued in the 1960s and early 1970s. I knew nothing 

about first editions or the value of them, I just knew these early books satisfied a kind of loveliness 

meter in my soul ς and reading such a book provided a different experience, somehow, than reading a 

modern reprint ς the story remained the same but it was encased, imbued, surrounded by an ineffable 
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spirit of sweet days gone by, almost as if sunshine had been pressed and preserved like flowers of the 

field in a sudden blaze of antique gold. 

In those days, the halcyon days of my ȅƻǳǘƘΣ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǳǎŜŘ ōƻƻƪǎǘƻǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ 

CƻǊǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ όΨCƻǊǘΣΩ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ .ŀȅ CƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŀƴǘǎ ƘŜǊŜΣ 

from the late 1840s to 1858 when the first onslaught of gold miners arrived and utterly transformed 

the bucolic settlement), all within two blocks of each other. 

The Adelphi Bookshop was run by Mr. Hilton-Smith. {ƛƴŎŜ L ǿŀǎ мм ǿƘŜƴ L ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

actually know his first name ς forms of address were more formal back then. My father, who was the 

/ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ [ƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ aŎtƘŜǊǎƻƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ мфсс ǘƻ мффлΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴŜǿ 

Mr. Hilton-Smith as the university sometimes bought books from him. His shop was quintessentially 

wonderful ς a black, pot-bellied wood stove warmed portions of it ς its floor-to-ceiling bookshelves 

paraded themselves throughout a series of quaint alcoves; a properly grey-striped cat roamed the 

premises; the rich scent of Mr. Hilton-{ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ǇƛǇŜ ǎƳƻƪŜ ǇŜǊǾŀŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ƭƛƪŜ ŜƭǳǎƛǾŜΣ ǇƭŀȅŦǳƭ breezes 

ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ōƛōƭƛƻǇƘƛƭŜΩǎ ǇŀǊŀŘƛǎŜΦ 

Mr. H-{ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ LMM or any other Canadian author, for that matter. A Brit, his 

shelves groaned with lovely leather-ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǎ ƘŜΩŘ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘƻǊŜ ƛƴ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ 

ς the Adelphi was a retirement venture ςall by authors other than Canadians. Without complaint, I can 

tell you this is a common British attitude even today ς most Brits have no idea how big Canada is or 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŘƻƎ ǎƭŜŘǎΣ Ŝŀǘ Ǌŀǿ ǎeal meat and communicate 

ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ Ǝƭƻǘǘŀƭ ƎǊǳƴǘǎ όƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜŘ .Ǌƛǘǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

hunter-ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦύ IŀǾƛƴƎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΣ aǊΦ I-S knew a lot of 

ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘǊǳŜ ς he foǳƴŘ ǘŜŀ ŀƴŘ ŎǊǳƳǇŜǘǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ς ōǳǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

what Margaret Atwood first dubbŜŘ ά/ŀƴ[ƛǘΦέ 

At the time, I was also collecting Louisa May Alcott books and got several from Mr. H-S. He taught me 

about first editions, bibliographies and staying άŘŜŀŘǇŀƴΣ ŘŜŀŘǇŀƴΣ ŘŜŀŘǇŀƴέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ-

sought underpriced volumes. (Without internet, e-Bay or ABE, the possibility of finding a rare volume 

at low cost heightened the whole experiencŜ ƻŦ άƭƻƻƪƛƴƎέ for Montgomery works. In the end, I gave up 

on LMA ς While I still enjoy Little Women and Eight CousinsΣ ǎƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ aǊǎΦ 

Rachel Lynde, Susan Baker, Cornelia Bryant and Judy of the Pat books ς characters that continue to 

delight the reader well into adulthood, and probably beyond, into our second childhoods! 

Right across the street ς an easy jay walk ς stood the Haunted Bookshop run by Mr. Wade.  His leaded 

ōƻǿ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƻǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ aƻǊƭŜȅΩǎ The Haunted Bookshop: 

THIS SHOP IS HAUNTED by the ghosts 

    Of all great literature, in hosts; 

We sell no fakes or trashes. 

    Lovers of books are welcome here, 

    No clerks will babble in your ear, 
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Please smoke--but don't drop ashes! 

    ---- 

    Browse as long as you like. 

    Prices of all books plainly marked. 

    If you want to ask questions, you'll find the proprietor 

    where the tobacco smoke is thickest. 

    We pay cash for books. 

    We have what you want, though you may not know you want it. 

Malnutrition of the reading faculty is a serious thing. 

Let us prescribe for you. 

Mr. Wade knew about Montgomery books and often put nice volumes (such as an Anne of Ingleside 

with a dust jacket) in the window beside the sign but his prices were reasonable ς and at least 

sometimes affordable on the budget of a 12-year-old.  This bookshop was also a sort of underground 

processing/sheltering place for Vietnam War draft dodgers. Clandestinely directed to report to the 

bookshop, dodgers got help finding shelter and employment. 

Mr. Wade died several years ago and for a few years his sons ran the shop in a new location. But the 

store, still called The Haunted Bookshop, is now located in Sidney (near Victoria, close to where you get 

the ferry to Vancouver) and the original sign is in the window. 

The shop where I bought most of my Montgomery ōƻƻƪǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ǿŀǎ tƻƻǊ wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎΣ ŀ ōƭƻŎƪ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ 

the other two, owned and solely run by Mr. Richard Kessler. His attitude to bookselling was 

straightforward ς ƎŜǘ ΨŜƳΣ ǎƻǊǘ ΨŜƳΣ ǘƻǇ ǇǊƛŎŜ ϷрΦллΦ IŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ 

the history of the books he sold. Once a year, he closed the store and made a trip down the west coast 

of North America, picking up books as he went ς most, as he once told me, from a shop in Long Beach, 

/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά!ŎǊŜǎ ƻŦ .ƻƻƪǎΦέ A large oak barrelΣ ǘƘŜ άƴƛŎƪƭŜ ōŀǊǊŜƭΣέ stood by the door, a literary 

fishpond waiting to be trolled. The Montgomery books were on the far left wall, about half way up the 

store. {ƛƴŎŜ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ ōŀŎƪ ōƻƻƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƻǊ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǇǊƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜƭǾŜ Ƙƛǎ 

books, it was always exciting to race in and head straight for the Montgomery shelf.   

bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎΣ LΩƳ ǉǳƛǘŜ sure Courageous Women ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ tƻƻǊ wƛŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ ς and, in fact, he set it 

aside for me and waited until I next came into his store. I was flattered and thrilled.   

Mr. Kessler died a few years ago and there was quite a big write-up in the Victoria Times-Colonist, the 

local paper.  You could probably google the obituary section of the paper to learn more.  (I hope I have 

his last name right ς ƛŦ ƴƻǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭƻǎŜΦύ He was also the person who told me that the reason Further 

Chronicles was so hard to find then was because there was a dispute between Chester and Stuart that 

prevented it being reprinted. [lawsuit between Montgomery and her publisher, L.C. Page] 

When I got a bit older and was only missing a few books, my Dad gave me addresses for a number of 

bookstores, including Temple Books in Toronto. I sent out a sheaf of letters and was delighted ς 

ecstatic really ς to get a reply from Steve Temple in late October 1974. He offered a signed copy of The 
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Watchman for $50; although it was a bit of a stretch at the time, I immediately sent the $50. The book 

was part of my collection for nearly 40 years ς ŀƴŘ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨƻƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳŎƘ ƻŦ ŀ ǾŀƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƘŀƴŘΩ 

connection ς once her very fingers touched the page ς that Tennyson extols.  

I was eighteen and newly married in the autumn of 1974 ς ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŘƛǎƳŀȅΦ Poring over 

ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘȅ ōƻƻƪǎΣ ŀǎ L ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ L ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾe absorbed when I was younger. For 

example, thereΩǎ ƴƻ ǊŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅŀƭ ƻŦ ŀ άǊŜŀƭέ marriage in any of the LMM books. It occurred to me 

that LMM must have had an unhappy marriage but, to fit in with the mores of the time, she had to 

bring on the saccharine word brush. Later ς starting in 1974 with a CBC documentary ς details about 

her marriage began to come out and they vindicated my thoughts, my first taste of the delights of so-

called literary criticism, ǿƘƛŎƘ LΩŘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘǳƛǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ 

fascinates you. 

My first daughter, Emily was named after New Moon, Carr, Bronte, Dickinson and my own maternal 

grandmother.  

ώbŀƴŎȅ ƘŀŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩs license. She taught in a high school and then she and 

her husband went to China to teach where her husband died suddenly at age 47. She could not return 

to Canada because of the SARS epidemic so she went to France and then home. Again, she took an 

international teaching position at an Islamic high school in Sharjah, United Arab Emirates. After that, 

ǎƘŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ /Ƙƛƴŀ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƳŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ 

began to fail. Her father and brother have passed away and she is caring for her mother.] 

I have to say that my heart is broken BUT ς once again LMM is both meaningful and helpful. Her 

private life was never easy, at times it was excruciatingly difficult, but she carried on maintaining a 

gracious and welcoming home, doing her duty to her grandmother, covering up for Ewan, gilding the 

manse, making mock-cherry pies for Stuart, and I find it inspiring to remember her difficulties and how 

she overcame them and to realize that my tribulations are quite negligible in comparison (although, in 

general, comparisons are odious as Oscar Wilde pointed out). 

Getting close to the end of this far-too-long e-ƳŀƛƭΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻu 

have been well looked after. When Emily was about 14, she came home from school with one of her 

friends. The friend noticed my Montgomery collection and stretched out her hand to pluck one of the 

books from the shelf. Emily, usually shy and reserved in this phase of her life, startled us all by saying 

ƭƻǳŘƭȅΣ άIŀƭǘΗ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻƻƪ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ your sanitation level is high. Are your hands clean and free 

of grease? When did you last wash them? Do you know how to hold a book without damaging its spine 

or creasing any of its pages? My mother would rather I came home pregnant than suffer damage to 

ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ōƻƻƪǎΦέ 

L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ LΩŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƎƻƴŜ ƻǾŜǊōƻŀǊŘ ƛƴ ŘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 

bound and printed friends. 

Χ 
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It's interesting how different people have different favourites, mine are the first two Anne books, the 

Emily books, The Blue Castle, plus Rilla of Ingleside. I think it's a fascinating aspect of the 

writing process, or whatever we might call the space authors enter when they're at work, that Rilla 

evolved from Marilla. LMM couldn't possibly have had Rilla or any aspect of her life,  particularly The 

Great War, in mind when she wrote Anne of Green Gables ŀƴŘ ƛǘϥǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ άaŀǊƛƭƭŀέ sounds 

so harsh and uncompromising, just what Anne experienced when she arrived at Green Gables, and that 

Rilla is completely the opposite. [The name] sounds like the purling of water in a little rock-strewn 

stream and evokes dewy-eyed beauty and the sound of small waters making their way through a 

tamed and gentle forest.  

To me, these books are like comfort food - virtual and essential macaroni and cheese, shepherd's pie or 

baking powder biscuits for the soul, signifying something more than a sound and a fury. 

 

Another kindred spirit contacted us this year and she is starting to collect Montgomery books. Bernadeta 

Milewski read Anne of Green Gables when she was a girl of eight in Poland [now living in the US]; as result she 

became determined to go to Prince Edward Island. She made her first visit in 2006 and has been there five 

times. Last year she started a blog about L.M. Montgomery.  

http://kierunekavonlea.blogspot.com/ 

In October 2014, she made another visit to her favorite location on PEI, Springbrook. 

Bernadeta was interviewed by The Guardian during her stay. I know Shining Scroll readers 

will love reading the article as well as looking through her beautiful web site!  

άL Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘΦ L ŀƳ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƛǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΦέ 

 

IDENTIFYING DUST JACKETS OF 1908 AND 1909 EDITIONS OF  

ANNE OF GREEN GABLES 

Mary Beth Cavert © 2015 

While I was working on this issue of The Shining Scroll, I started to receive emails bubbling over with 

enthusiasm, ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ [ΦaΦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭŜǎ ƻŦ 

Montgomery early editions. When the dust settled, his question emerged: He bought a 4th impression Anne of 

Green Gables (September 1908) which had an incomplete dust jacket [dust wrapper, dust cover]. Was the dust 

jacket authentic, that is, an original jacket issued with the 4th impression?  

His question was a difficult one! His jacket has two detached blank flaps and the front cover, but no rear panel 

which always listed book titles -- helpful information for dating books. Sometimes sellers make false covers 

but this one seems to be genuinely aged, with paper and ink that look like other early originals. Owners might 

take a dust jacket from one book and put it on another. ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƧŀŎƪŜǘ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ άōŜƭƻƴƎέ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

the outlines of the square flaps match the foxing, or browning, of the inside boards. I am assuming that this 
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dust jacket did not come from another edition -- but what would a complete dust jacket for a 4th impression 

look like? 

 

I knew of three other early Anne of Green Gables dust jackets with public history and I started to review my 
own collection of early Anne editions in order to ferret ƻǳǘ ŀ άōŜǎǘ ƎǳŜǎǎέ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΦ  

I started with Editions and Impressions: Collectors and Their Love of the Works of L.M. Montgomery. 

McConnell, Mary; Pahulje, Dani; Steele, Apollonia; and Treleaven, Cameron. With Aritha van Herk. 

Editions and Impressions: Collectors and Their Love of the Works of L. M. Montgomery. Calgary: 

Information Resources, University of Calgary. 2005. 

This booklet has a record of strategies used to date an early Anne of Green Gables complete dust jacket that 

was not on a book. The dust jacket had the usual Anne cover illustration on cream paper with gold lettering 

and blank flaps. The titles listed on the back panel were used to date the cover -- three books which were 

reviewed from March to August 1908 and were published around April 1908 like Anne. The final 

determination to see if this jacket came from a true 1st edition was to fit the dust jacket on various 

impressions of the 1908 books. The jacket fit a 1st impression, April 1908, perfectly. It did not fit a 3rd and 7th 

printing. A Cinderella story! 
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I have noticed differences in book sizes, where protective covers fit one edition but not a seemingly identical 

one, especially among my Anne of Avonlea editions. I compared the size of my 1908 AGG impressions. Books 

that matched the 1st impression were: 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th. They were all 19.7 cm. in height -- my 1908 

books are consistent in dimensions. Were all dust jackets and books the same size? Could the printers have 

cut some jackets differently? Could someone trim a worn one to improve appearance? I cannot say if 1908 

Anne of Green Gables dust jackets, or books, vary in size. 

 

 

 

 

 

bŜȄǘΣ L ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά!ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ [ƛǎǘ ƻŦ bŜǿ CƛŎǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ мфлу ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƭǳŜǎ 

about the titles of books that might also be listed on the back panels of the early jackets. Impressions 1 

through 7 (1908) all list the same titles in the same order: The Call of the South, The House in the Water, 

Captain Love, Bahama Bill, Matthew Porter, Anne of Green Gables, [Peggy at] Spinster Farm (the next four 

ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊΩǎ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƭƛǎǘ ŀǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƴ ŀll impressions as well).  

The 8th impression was printed in March 1909 and matches the previous printings from 1908. 

The presumed 1st dust jacket pictured in Editions and Impressions shows Captain Love, The Call of the South, 

and Matthew Porter on the back panel.  

Note: In my 1908 L.C. Page Holiday Bulletin, Anne of Green Gables ƛǎ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ .ǊƛƎƘǘŜǎǘ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

¸ŜŀǊΣέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ άbŜǿ tƻǇǳƭŀǊ CƛŎǘƛƻƴέ ŀǊŜΥ The Call of the South, Peggy at Spinster Farm, Tales from 

.ƻƘŜƳƛŀΣ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ŀ [ŀŘȅΩǎ aŀid, Bahama Bill, The Blue Peter, and The Works of Annie Fellows 

Johnston, and others. Matthew Porter [A Story of To-day] is not listed in the end-of-year bulletin, but it 

was announced in tǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎΩ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ on 11 April 1908. 

Books listed on the back panel of the jacket may be titles that are not included in the List of Fiction inside the 

book. 

A change is made in the 9th impression of Anne of Green Gables ό!ǇǊƛƭ мфлфύΦ ¢ƘŜ ά!ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ [ƛǎǘ ƻŦ bŜǿ 

CƛŎǘƛƻƴέ ƛǎ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻΥ David Bran, The Quest for the Rose of Sharon, Anne of Avonlea, A Gentleman of Quality, 

The Mystery of Miss Motte, The Further Adventures of Quincy Adams Sawyer and Mason Corner Folks, Masters 

of Circumstance, and ¢ŀƎΥ ¸ƻǳΩre It, Or The Chien Boule Dog. 

Montgomery received an acceptance letter from the L.C. Page Publishing Company for Anne of Green Gables 

in April 1907 and a sequel was requested at the same time because Page had great success with serials. She 

finished writing Anne of Avonlea ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфлуΦ tŀƎŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ άbŜǿ CƛŎǘƛƻƴέ ƭƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ 

pages of Anne of Green Gables in April 1909 but apparently delayed the release of Anne of Avonlea until 

September because the first book was still selling so well. It was his practice to start announcing new titles 

Note: except for the 1st impression, all 

boards are light green or beige in color. 
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months before their release, especially those by best-selling authors. He released news of Anne of Green 

Gables in March 1908, the first impression plates were printed with April 1908, and it was released in June. 

¢ƘŜ ά[ƛǎǘ ƻŦ bŜǿ CƛŎǘƛƻƴέ ǿƛǘƘ Anne of Avonlea in it remained the same from the 9th impression of Anne of 

Green Gables through the 14th impression, October 1909. There are two known complete Anne of Green 

Gables dust jackets from 1909, one is on an 11th impression (August 1909) at the National Library of Canada in 

the Cohen Collection and the other is the 14th impression 

(October 1909) on my book shelf. The 11th impression 

jacket is exactly like the presumed 1st jacket in style and 

ŦƻǊƳŀǘ άŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ǇŀƴŜƭ 

ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜŘΣέ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Editions and Impressions.  

The 14th impression [pictured on right] matches the 

description of the 11.th 

Both of these books list Anne of Avonlea, The Concentrations of Bee, and A Gentleman of Quality on the back 

panel of the dust jacket. The Concentrations of Bee does not appear on the list of new fiction on the inside 

page because it was published in October 1909 (Page began to list it on the dust jacket at least as early as 

August). A question is: how often did Page change the titles on the back panel of the dust jacket on Anne of 

Green Gables? Was it more often than the change in titles for the New Fiction list inside, or did the back panel 

list remain the same like the pages inside? 

All we can see from the three early dust jackets available to us is that the 1909 jackets still looked identical to 

the presumed 1908 1st impression jacket pictured in Editions and Impressions, except for the book titles on the 

back. However, the partial jacket with the 4th impression Anne had square corner flaps, not clipped corners 

like the presumed 1st, 11th, and 14th impressions. 

My expectation and hope that the titles Page listed on the back jacket panel matched titles listed in the back 

pages does not hold up in the 1909 printings, as shown by the inclusion of The Concentrations of Bee (listed on 

the dust jacket but not on the fiction list pages). But, it is possible Page printed a dustjacket for Anne of Green 

Gables which looked the same for every printing from April 1908 until March 1909, when he started to 

promote Anne of Avonlea, or, he might have changed the back panels on the jackets more often than the 

fiction lists in the back pages of the books. Another new question arises: did the shape of the jacket flaps 

change, if so, when -- or were early jacket flaps both square and clipped? 

Is it possible that the very first dust jackets had blank and square flaps like the 4th impression edition? The 

clipped corners on the two 1909 jackets are uniform on all four corners. How would one explain the presumed 

1st dust jacket with the appropriate 1908 book titles on the back panel but corners clipped like the 1909 

jackets? Could this be, instead, an 8th impression jacket from 1909, before the New Fiction list was changed? 

That would take into account the possibility that 1908 titles printed on the back panel remained unchanged 

but the shape of the flaps were cut like the later 1909 editions. 

So, my best guess for my hopeful correspondent is that his partial dust jacket may well be an original 

September 1908 Anne of Green Gables cover, but we cannot make a determination without other jackets. 

How unfortunate that it is in pieces and part of it is lost. If it was complete, we could see if L.C. Page put new 
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titles on the back by September 1908 or if it matches the rear panel on the mystery jacket in Editions and 

Impressions. But we also need to see other 1908 dust jackets printed by L.C. Page to see how the flaps are cut. 

Montgomery herself did not care for jackets. She wrote to George Macmillan in 1927: 

I was amused over you saying that you kept the paperjackets on your books as long as possible. That is 

one point on which we differ. I cannot read a book with a jacket on. It worries me so that I have to tear 

it off, crumple it in a ball and fire it in my wastepaper basket. It seems to be between me and the book 

in some inexplicable way. 

Please let us know if you have a 1908 or 1909 Anne of Green Gables with an original dust jacket by L.C. Page 

on your shelf and tell us what it looks like! 

 

 

JANUARY 30TH, 2015 HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY TO RUTH MACDONALD! 

 

άwǳǘƘ aŀŎŘƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ ǳƴŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ generosity with family materials and active 

encouragement of Montgomery studies has been instrumental from the 

beginning, in supporting Montgomery scholarship and research. She was the 

first Montgomery family member to be contacted about starting the L.M. 

Montgomery Institute - and the first to say she was coming to the launch 

party for it. She has been delighted to work alongside her daughter Kate in 

making key, invaluable donations to the Institute. Ruth's quiet, indomitable, 

magnanimous presence can be felt in almost every successful collaboration: 

between her family and scholars, governments, and creative artists. The 

sweet smile on her face in her wedding photograph with Stuart 

Macdonald is the very same today in its warmth and radiant kindness. 

Ruth Macdonald, in other words, has through force of character and 

strength of spirit urged the best wherever she has been involved on the 

family's behalf.έ  

Elizabeth Epperly in Honouring the Montgomery Preservationists. 

[Ruth pictured in 2008 at the Montgomery Conference in PEI with  

Kate Macdonald, Elizabeth Epperly, Deke Macdonald] 
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FRIENDS OF THE MONTGOMERY INSTITUTE FUND RAISING AUCTION 

Christy Woster © 2014 

Many of the Friends of The L. M. Montgomery Institute gathered in Charlottetown in June 2014 for the 
biennial Montgomery conference, L. M. Montgomery and War. The board members of The Friends were all 
busy with various aspects of the conference. For the second time we hosted a silent auction throughout the 
conference as a fund raising event for The Friends. 
 
Planning for such an event begins months before the conference. We are blessed to have so many generous 
donors, and we thank each and every one of them. We had over 70 items that we packed into our car for the 
ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ t9LΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƛƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǎǳƛǘŎŀǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
flights to The Island. We had quite a diverse group of items for the auction -- there 
truly was something for everyone. There were many collectible early editions of 
MontƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎΣ ǿŀǊ-related items such as World War I-era poetry books, sheet 
ƳǳǎƛŎ ŦƻǊ WƻƘƴ aŎ/ǊŀŜΩǎ In Flanders Fields, two apple-leaf pattern cushions, knitted 
and sewn items, dolls, original photography, an ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƘƻƻƪŜŘ Ƴŀǘ ƻŦ ά/ŀǇǘŀƛƴ WƛƳΩǎ 
LighthoǳǎŜΣέ ōŜŀŎƘ ƎƭŀǎǎΣ ŎƘƛƴŀ ǘŜŀ ŎǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ǎƻǳǇ ǘǳǊŜŜƴΦ ¢ǿƻ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
really caused a lot of excitement and spirited bidding were two handmade 
cookbooks that contained recipes from Montgomery and the Montgomery-related sites on PEI. These 
cookbooks were put together by Sandy Wagner and Linda Boutilier. Sandy wrote out the recipes by hand and 
Linda did all the original drawings in the cookbook. The lucky winning bidders were thrilled when the auction 
ended and they were able to leave with one of these very special items. The auction earned over $2,000.00 
when the final bell rang. Carolyn Collins made poppies for everyone making donations to The LMMI Friends. 
 
All of the money raised at the Silent Auction goes to The Friends of the L. M. Montgomery Institute. The 
Friends is an all-volunteer group drawn from Montgomery fans and scholars around the world. Our mission is 
ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ [Φ aΦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ ƛǘŜƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ 
has many needs, such as making the existing collection more accessible, constructing archival safe areas to 
store the collection and to have funds available to continue to add to the collection. The Friends not only 
benefit the Institute, and the University of Prince Edward Island, but also Montgomery scholarship 
for generations to come. 
 
If you have a Montgomery-related item that you would like to donate for the fundraising that will be done 

during the 2016 conference, please email Christy Woster at: pei45@msn.com. It is never too soon to begin 

planning for 2016. We hope to see all you in June, 2016 at the twelfth biennial conference at The University of 

tǊƛƴŎŜ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LǎƭŀƴŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ά[Φ aΦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ DŜƴŘŜǊΦέ 
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