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WELCOME TO PART 1 OF THE 2014 EDITION OF THE SHINING SCROLL. It includes 

selected papers from the recent Montgomery conference (L.M. Montgomery and 

War). Many speakers contributed new insights about Rilla of Ingleside, /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LΣ ŀƴŘ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ƻǳǘǇǳǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ 

years, for example. Readers and scholars will be 

gratified to learn more about the research collection 

at the University of Prince Edward Island. [Part 1 

ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ [ΦaΦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ 

last trip to Prince Edward Island in 1939, on the eve 

of World War II.]  

Part 2 is devoted to recovering, collecting, and preserving Montgomery books 

and artifacts. We begin with LǘΩǎ ŀ ²ŀǊ hǳǘ ¢ƘŜǊŜΥ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 

the World of Montgomery and then add more about Montgomery collectibles, 

first edition dust jackets, new finds, and new collector friends. 

I knew nothing about first editions or the value of them, I just knew these 

early books satisfied a kind of loveliness meter in my soul ς and reading 

such a book provided a different experience, somehow, than reading a 

modern reprint ς the story remained the same but it was encased, 

imbued, surrounded by an ineffable spirit of sweet days gone by, almost 

as if sunshine had been pressed and preserved like flowers of the field in 

a sudden blaze of antique gold.  

~~ Nancy Taggart 

Find out what treasures were available at the L.M. Montgomery Institute Silent 

Auction fundraiser and how to support the LMMI. Finally, read more about 

Comfort and Conflict in Rilla of InglesideΣ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ bƻǊǾŀƭΣ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΣ 

and events in Leaskdale, Ontario. See new publications, upcoming events  

(wǳǘƘ aŀŎŘƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ мллth birthday), and notes of the last year. 

Thank you for being part of our community -- share this with your own  

kindred spirits! 
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The L.M. Montgomery Institute (LMMI) of the University of Prince Edward 

Island sponsored its eleventh biennial international conference, 25-29 June 

2014. The topic was L.M. Montgomery and War and the Co-chairs were 

Andrea McKenzie and Benjamin Lefebvre (Elizabeth DeBlois coordinated the 

events and assisted in our Silent Auction). In this issue, we feature some of the 

conference content and hope that readers will be interested in attending the 

23-26 June 2016 conference, L.M. Montgomery and Gender. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ aŀǊȅ .ŜǘƘ /ŀǾŜǊǘ ǳƴŦƻƭŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŦƻǊ [ΦaΦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ fiction 

during World War I. In the second article, Carolyn Strom Collins identifies the work 

Montgomery published during the war years. Christy Woster describes the wars of 

book collecting in the second part of The Shining Scroll 2014. The entire program for 

the conference is available online at the LMMI site. 

 

 

άIF OUR WOMEN FAIL IN COURAGE, WILL OUR MEN BE FEARLESS STILLέ 

Mary Beth Cavert © 2015 

[Note: This article is part of a paper introduced at the 2014 L.M. Montgomery Institute Biennial Conference at the 

University of Prince Edward Island.The Toronto high school story was first printed in The Shining Scroll 2011, Part 1 and 

has been updated here to reflect the correct date of the event.] 

My research about L.M. Montgomery has always been centered on the people and connections 

found in her book dedications. At first, I was drawn to this topic by a statement (at the first L.M. 

Montgomery Institute Biennial Conference in 1994) that the friendships of her book characters 

reflected friendships she wanted but did not have in her own life. I set out to prove that this 

perception was incorrect and, at the next conference in 1996, shared my new findings about 

bƻǊŀ [ŜŦǳǊƎŜȅΣ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ tǊƛƴŎŜ !ƭōŜǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ. I chose to study 

aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ creative process through the friendships she maintained throughout her 

life. My key was her dedications, the people she named on the first pages of her novels. Others 

have examined her creativity and life through the texts of her fiction, the books and magazines she read, the 

photographs she took, the scrapbooks she constructed, and life story she recorded and re-invented.  

I am fascinated by the connections in her books to the events and emotions in her day to day life. In this 

paper, I identify some of the possible ingredients in the άǎǘŜǿέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ (as she formed her 

war novel, Rilla of Ingleside), acknowledge the fallen soldiers she knew, and explain her personal connections 

to World War I through her neighbors and friends. 

I began to unearth the background of the young men in her Rainbow Valley book dedication in 2003 and 

published much of it in The Shining Scroll, beginning in 2007. Those detailed articles, and a presentation I gave 

at the Leaskdale L.M. Montgomery Centennial Celebration in 2011, are located on the L.M. Montgomery and 

World War I web page . 

Since then, I have found more information, corrected some conclusions, and discovered new real-life echoes 

in aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ fiction. 

http://lmmontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/
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http://www.lmmontgomery.ca/sites/lmmontgomery.ca/files/8/LMMWar-Schedule.pdf
http://www.lmmontgomery.ca/fedora/repository/lmmi%3A4139/OBJ/OBJ
http://lmmontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/world-war-1-and-lm-montgomery.html


3 
 

All material in the Shining Scroll is the property of the authors and editors. Text and photos from contributors may not be reproduced without 
consent. The Shining Scroll is the periodical of the L.M. Montgomery Literary Society, Minnesota USA. Carolyn Strom Collins: founder/editor, 
Mary Beth Cavert: editor and web site, located at: http://LMMontgomeryLiterarySociety.weebly.com/  
Twitter @LMMontgomeryLS, Carolyn: @clsc429 Facebook https://www.facebook.com/LMMontgomeryLS 

 
 

L.M. MontgomeryΩǎ creations were grounded in her own experience, the shared experiences of those around 

her, and the written word. MontgomeryΩǎ mind was a word magnet. She designed the themes of Rilla of 

Ingleside around the confluence of three poems which moved her emotionally and she repeated phrases from 

them throughout the book. 

The first poem is the famous In Flanders Fields, by Dr. John McCrae (from Guelph, Ontario), written on 3 May 

1915 and published in December 1915. Montgomery borrowed McCrae as a model for her character, Walter 

BlytheΣ !ƴƴŜ ŀƴŘ DƛƭōŜǊǘΩǎ poetic son. [World War I and L.M. Montgomery, p.33]  

In Flanders Fields by John McCrae 

Χ 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields. 

 

Mr. Meredith read an address and Reta Crawford recited 'The Piper.'  

The soldiers cheered her like mad and cried 'We'll followτwe'll followτwe won't break faith,' and I felt so 

proud to think that it was my dear brother who had written such a wonderful, heart-stirring thing.  

Rilla of Ingleside 

The second poem was written in response to In Flanders Fields. We Shall Keep Faith, by Moina Michael, was 

published in November 1918 at the time Montgomery was writing Rilla. 

We Shall Keep the Faith by Moina Michael 

Oh! you who sleep in Flanders Fields, 

Sleep sweet - to rise anew! 

We caught the torch you threw 

And holding high, we keep the Faith 

With All who died. 

 

"Not too high a price for freedom," said Gertrude softly. "Do you think it was, Rilla?"  

"No," said Rilla, under her breath. She was seeing a little white cross on a battlefield of France.  

"Noτnot if those of us who live will show ourselves worthy of itτif we 'keep faith.'"  

"We will keep faith," said Gertrude.  

 Rilla of Ingleside 

The third poem appeared in Chapter 5 of Rilla, ά¢ƘŜ {ƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ DƻƛƴƎέ (this chapter title is taken from an Old 

Testament story of a biblical war in 2 Samuel 5:24). In Chapter 5, Rilla repeats the words of her mother, Anne 

Shirley Blythe (who rarely speaks in this novel):  

http://lmmontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/
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What was it mother had said, looking with her white lips and stricken eyes,  

as Rilla had never seen her mother look before,  

άΩWhen our women fail in courage shall our men be fearless still?Ωέ  

Rilla of Ingleside 

Later, Rilla recalled this quote when gathering courage to perform at the Red Cross Concert after hearing that 

her beloved brother, Walter, had enlisted. 

Montgomery never identified the source of these words but she chose to build 

her story on them. They come from a poem (first published c. 1890 in the U.S.) 

that appeared in a 1914 book called The First Fruits and Other Poems. The 

poem, /ŀƭŜōΩǎ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ, was written by Kate Tucker Goode and based on Old 

Testament scripture found in Joshua 15:16 and Judges 1:12,13. Montgomery 

Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀŘ DƻƻŘŜΩǎ book or seen the poem in newspapers and magazines 

-- or she may have received it from her dear pen pal, poet Arthur John 

[ƻŎƪƘŀǊǘΣ άtŀǎǘƻǊ CŜƭƛȄέ from Nova Scotia, with whom she would have exchanged war poetry. 

DƻƻŘŜΩǎ adaptation of a battle is tilted toward romance. In the scripture, Caleb seeks a warrior to slay the 

enemy and promises his daughter, Achsah, to whomever succeeds in leading his soldiers to victory; his nephew 

becomes the leaderΦ Lƴ YŀǘŜ DƻƻŘŜΩǎ ǇƻŜƳΣ /ŀƭŜōΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ-lorn daughter says goodbye to her betrothed, 

Othniel, and then waits for news of the war and the revelation of the victor (to whom she will be given) ς lucky 

for her, Othniel is the winner. 

/ŀƭŜōΩǎ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ by Kate Tucker Goode 

[selected verses] 

But I thought of Judah's glory, and I summoned all my will; 

When our women fail in courage shall our men be fearless still? 

And I lifted steadfast glances, and my lips pressed back the moan, 

άDƻΣϦ L ǎŀƛŘΣ ϦŀƴŘ DƻŘ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΣϦ ǘƘŜƴ L ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴǘǎ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ 

Χ 

"Go once more towards the mountain, bring me later tidings yet.''  

And he came with swift returning: "As the floods meet they have met;  

But the Canaanites are fleeing, and the men of Judah shout."  

"Go once more," I said, "and tell me by whose hand they are thrust out." 

Χ 

Then the messenger came swiftly, hastening from the battle-field, 

"Who," I cried, "drove back the heathen, to what captain did they yield?"  

"Lo, he comes," he said, and straightway, from the field the victor came,  

And the people came before him, and ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ hǘƘƴƛŜƭΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ 

Then I bowed my head in silence, and my heart went out in praise, 

For the goodness of Jehovah, for the wonder of his ways,  

http://lmmontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LMMontgomeryLS
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CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴŜƭȅ ǿŀǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ƴŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǊƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǿƻǊŘΤ  

And the strong go forth to ōŀǘǘƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ 

/ŀƭŜōΩǎ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŎƘƻǊŜŘ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ-telling. Achsah waits for the resolution of a battle and the 

return of her loved one, a role mirrored by Rilla Blythe and the women in her community. It is a clear 

obligation for the lonely watchers at home to be courageous, stoic, and strong to support the soldiers -- to 

άƴŜrve the arm that drives the sworŘΦέ Montgomery makes this clear at the train station when ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ 

farewell to the departing soldiers. 

"The main thing is to smile and act as if nothing was happening," she informed the Ingleside group.  

 "The boys all hate the sob act like poison.  

Miller told me I wasn't to come near the station if I couldn't keep from bawling.έ   

Rilla of Ingleside 

 

In addition to the poetical themes of keeping faith, courage, and waiting, 

Montgomery drew on her diaries, notes and newspapers for a recreation of 

historical events. She also had access to the personal experiences of the 

families in her village and to the voices of her circle of friends and relations for 

use in her story. 

For example, Miss Oliver, the teacher whom Rilla loves, looks just like 

aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ bƻǊŀ [ŜŦǳǊƎŜȅ ό/ŀƳǇōŜƭƭύ ōǳǘ ǘŀƭƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜǊ cousin, Frede 

Campbell, and dreams like Montgomery herself.  

²ƘŜƴ aƛǎǎ hƭƛǾŜǊΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƛǎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊǎ ƛŦ άǎǇǊƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳŜΦέ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŜŎƘƻŜǎ ŀ ǇƻŜƳ ōȅ aŀǳŘΩǎ ǇŜƴ ǇŀƭΣ tŀǎǘƻǊ CŜƭƛȄΣ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά! ±ŀŎŀƴǘ {ǇǊƛƴƎέ 

(which was written about the death of his brother, Nathan Lockhart ς the 

ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ aŀǳŘΩǎ Ŧirst boyfriend, Nate). Another pen pal, Ephraim Weber, is represented by an unnamed 

character who says άthe war is not worth one drop of Canadian blood.έ Montgomery was infuriated when 

Weber wrote those words to her and she ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜŘ άthe most righteous ǿŀǊέ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ to him in January 

1916 and later in Rilla of Ingleside. 

Undoubtedly, Montgomery heard the words she wrote for Cousin Sophia from someone in her own 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΥ άL ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀǘ ŀ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǎƻƴ ǘƻ Ǝo and be 

ƳǳǊŘŜǊŜŘΦέ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ōƻǘƘ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀǘ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 

ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜǊŜŀǾŜŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƻƴǎ ŘƛŜŘΦ ²ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ƘŜǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎ ƪƴŜǿ ǎƘŜ 

acknowledged this painful sentiment? She was not ablŜ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘŜ could as an 

author. Both Maud and Ewan had many personal connections to soldiers and had to be deeply affected by 

their own difficult role in the war effort. 

Montgomery kept photographs of soldiers on a wall in her home (probably including the young men in her 

congregation like Will and Allen Mustard) ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άYƘŀƪƛ wow.έ She recorded only one name on it in her 

journals so I would like to create a Khaki Row of soldiers whose stories may have been shared by her friends 

and relations. 

http://lmmontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/
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When she read the lists of the first enrollees from Prince Edward Island in September 1914, 

ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŦŀǊƳŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ 9ƭŜŀƴƻǊΩǎΣ Archibald McMurdo 

Lefurgey, the brother of her good friend, Nora Lefurgey Campbell. Archie was 18 years old and 

joined the Royal Canadian Dragoons, which performed as infantry and cavalry. In Rilla, Anne 

ŀƴŘ DƛƭōŜǊǘΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ǎƻƴΣ WŜƳ .ƭȅǘƘŜΣ ǿŀǎ also among the first volunteers in the fall of 1914. 

In October 1914, her own half-brother, 21-year-old Hugh Carlyle Montgomery enlisted in the 

27th (Winnipeg) Battalion, CEF (6th Infantry Canadian Brigade, 2nd Canadian Division) and 

ŀǘǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƴƪ ƻŦ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘΦ aŀǳŘ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ /ŀǊƭ άƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƴƻǿ му ƘƻǳǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

ŦƻǳƴŘέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ Vimy Ridge in April 1917. He was treated near London in Orpington, at 

the 16th Canadian General Hospital (where his leg was amputated, like Miller Douglas in Rilla) 

and then sent to Toronto for rehabilitation where Montgomery met him for the first time in 

November 1917. He told her stories of what it was like in the trenches. 

Another early responder was one of the local boys in Ewan aŀŎŘƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ congregation ς 

Goldwin Dimma Lapp, who was studying in Toronto. He signed up in January 1915 with one of 

the first units, the 20th (Central Ontario) Canadian Battalion, CEF. Both Ewan and Maud were 

best friends with his entire family ς Maud was especially close to his mother and siblings. 

DƻƭŘƛŜΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǎƛōƭƛƴƎǎΣ IŀǊǾŜȅ ŀƴŘ 5ƻǊƻǘƘȅΣ ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇ ƛƴ [aaΩǎ YƻǳƴƎ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ Iƛǎ 

mother worked closely with Maud in the Leaskdale Red Cross chapter. 

MacLaren Gordon was the 35-year-ƻƭŘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ 

Hattie Gordon Smith (the Miss Stacy character in Anne of Avonlea). Lieutenant Gordon lived in 

the northwest but was born on Prince Edward Island and was a descendant of the Brudenell 

River pioneers. He enlisted in May 1915 and was a 1st Lieutenant in the Northern British 

Columbia Engineer Corps, 102nd Battalion, 11th Brigade, 4th Canadian Division. 

9ǿŀƴ aŀŎŘƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ ƴŜǇƘŜǿ (son of his sister, Christy), John Cameron McLeod, joined the 105th 

Battalion (Prince Edward Island Highlanders) in October 1915, when he was 17. In November, 

23-year-old Private Donald Heath Montgomery of Park Corner, PEI, began his service in the 

same unit. Heath ǿŀǎ aŀǳŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘhe Montgomery family farm. He fought 

at the Battle of Vimy Ridge and served through the Armistice in 1918. 

Enlistments began to increase in 1915 when it became clear the war would not be won soon. 

wƻōŜǊǘ .Ǌƻƻƪǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 9ǿŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ when 

he enlisted in January 1916. He had his own farm in Zephyr, near Leaskdale, which he gave 

to his sister when he was assigned to the 116th (the local battalion), 3rd Division of the 

Canadian Corps led by Lt. Col. Samuel Sharpe. It took part in all the major battles in France 

and Belgium, earning many honours. The 116th left camp in Uxbridge in June 1916 for basic 

training after one last march through the towns in the county. Montgomery wrote this 

scene into Rilla of Ingleside. 

Heath Montgomery 

Carl Montgomery 
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116th, Lt. Col. Sam Sharpe and A Co. --- 116th on a town-to-town march in May 1916 --- 116th march through Uxbridge & then to war. 

UXBRIDGE HISTORIAL CENTRE/UXBRIDGE MUSEUM 

In February 1916, ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ŘŜŀǊŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ enlisted. He 

was 18-year-old Willard Agnew, the oldest child of Laura Pritchard, and named after 

LaurŀΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ, Willy, who was MoƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ǘŜŜƴ-aged sweetheart in Prince Albert. 

Willard was placed with the 44th Battery, 9th Brigade, Canadian Field Artillery, 3rd Canadian 

Division. Agnew was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal for action during the 

Hundred Days Offensive. He ran out one-and-a-half kilometers of communications lines 

while in full view and fire of enemy machine gunners ς he was knocked down twice by the 

concussion of exploding shells (Agnew also served for five years in World War II). 

An 18-year-old fan named Kenneth Cruit from England sent his photo to Montgomery after he enlisted in July 

1916. She wrote in her journal that ǎƘŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ άYƘŀƪƛ wƻǿΦέ He served with the 8th Yorkshire 

Regiment and as a First Lieutenant with the Kings African Rifles.  

On 21 October 1916, IŀǘǘƛŜ DƻǊŘƻƴΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ, Lieutenant MacLaren Gordon, was killed near the Regina 

Trench in the Battle of the Ancre Heights after 18 months in the service. He is buried at Adanac Military 

Cemetery, Somme, France. 

Later ƛƴ мфмсΣ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ DƻƭŘƛŜ [ŀǇǇ was a Lance Corporal in the area of Lens, France. His nieces 

ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ άƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǇȅ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ DŜǊƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ DŜǊƳŀƴΗέ .ǳǘ 

because of his training as a pharmacist, he may have had some ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŘƛŎΦ Lƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфмтΣ [ŀǇǇΩǎ 

battalion charged the Germans, destroyed dug-outs, and blew up ammunition. Goldwin was wounded and 

transferred through a snowstorm to the 6th Casualty Clearing Station. He died the next day, January 18, two 

years after he enlisted. He is buried in the Barlin Communal Cemetery, Barlin, Pas de Calais, France. His family, 

the community, and the Macdonalds were devastated with grief.  

Meanwhile, the 116th was sent to Vimy Ridge in March 1917, then Hill 70, 

and Passchendaele. Private Robert Brooks received a field promotion to 

Sergeant during the last part of 1917. Montgomery gave Jem Blythe the same 

field promotion in 1917 in Rilla. 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻŦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘo join the service was Morley Shier, 

officially in November 1917, although he would have started some training earlier. Morley was a teacher in 

¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ ŀƴŘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ CƭȅƛƴƎ /ƻǊǇǎΦ {ƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΣ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƻ 9ǇƘǊŀƛƳ ²ŜōŜǊΣ ά! ŦǊƛŜƴŘ 

of mine in the Flying Corps told me that when he first went up he felt neither elated nor frightened ς only  
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desperately lonely and homesick ς as if he were adrift in space ς ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƭƻǎǘ ǎǘŀǊΦέ 

Montgomery probably heard these thoughts from the Shier family and she repeated them 

in Rilla of Ingleside. 

"Shirley wrote me that he was dreadfully disappointed in his first flight," said Rilla.  

άΧ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǳǇ ŀƭƻƴŜ ƘŜ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ŦŜƭǘ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭȅ ƘƻƳŜǎƛŎƪΦ  

He had never felt like that before; but all at once, he said,  

he felt as if he were adrift in space ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǿƛƭŘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜ ΧΦϦ 

 

Montgomery shared more losses by cherished families in the last year of the war. 

Nora [ŜŦǳǊƎŜȅΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ, age 21, died on 23 March 1918. IŜ ǿŀǎ άƪƛƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ǊƛŦƭŜ ŦƛǊŜ 

at Jussy Wood, while helping ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘέ in the Battle of St. Quentin. 

IŜ ƛǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ άƴŜŀǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇƻǘέ ŀǘ /Ƙŀǳƴȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴŀƭ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴΣ 

Aisne, France.  

In Rilla, Walter Blythe was awarded the DC Medal in May 1916 after he dragged a 

ǿƻǳƴŘŜŘ Ƴŀƴ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ bƻ aŀƴΩǎ [ŀƴŘΦ  

Morley Shier went to England in May 1918, after surviving basic flight training in Toronto, and was posted near 

the Scotland border where the Macdonalds stayed during their honeymoon in 1911. All summer he flew over 

the coast to chase German U-boats, forcing them to stay below the surface of the sea where they were 

powerless. 

In 1918, the 116th Battalion joined the Hundred Days Offensive which broke the German resistance. On August 

8, at 4:28 a.m., the soldiers attacked in a heavy mist and Sergeant Robert Brooks died early that morning. His 

commanding officer, Lieutenant-/ƻƭƻƴŜƭ tŜŀǊƪŜǎ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ άIŜ ƭŜŘ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƭŀǘƻƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ Ǉŀǎǘ ƛǘΣ 

but was killed early in the morning of August 8 in the third battle of the Somme while helping a wounded 

ŎƻƳǊŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΦέ ¢ƘŜ Circumstances of Death Report also stated that he was killed instantly by enemy 

machine gun fire while running back to his Lewis Gun Crew who were in a shell hole. He is buried at Hourges, 

Orchard Cemetery, Domart-sur-La-Luce, Somme, France. 

After two months of flying, Flight Lieutenant Shier and his plane went down in the fog in the North Sea on 6 

September 1918, about twenty miles from shore. Both Shier and Lapp have memorial plaques on the wall of 

{ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ όƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ Leaskdale Church).  

 

  

 

 

άwƛƭƭŀ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ǳǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǘŀōƭŜǘ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜǿέ 
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When Shier died, Montgomery was enjoying a long visit from her Aunt Annie Campbell. In the first week of 

September 1918, they viewed Hearts of the World, a First World War film set in France and made at the 

request of the British government to spur the United States out of neutrality. Montgomery saw it because her 

half-brother, Carl, had taken part in the battle of Courcelette, which was featured in the movie (Rilla saw the 

same movie on 1 September 1918). 

One of the last casualties of the war in Europe for LMM and hŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ 9ǿŀƴΩǎ 

nephew, John McLeod. He died on 29 September 1918 at Cambrai just days before the 

Armistice. He was buried at Bourlon Wood Cemetery. 

 

 

Montgomery finished Rainbow Valley on Christmas Eve 1918. She could have dedicated it to Prince Edward 

Island soldiers like Lefurgey, Gordon, and McLeod but she chose three young men in her Ontario community, 

Goldwin Lapp, Robert Brooks, and Morley Shier -- families with whom she had made special ties since her 

marriage. She dedicated Rilla of Ingleside to another casualty of war caused by influenza, her best friend, 

Frederica Campbell McFarlane. Frede died on 25 January 1919 in the infirmary of Macdonald College in St. 

Anne de Bellevue, Quebec, with Montgomery by her side. 

CǊŜŘŜΩǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ Lieutenant Nathaniel Cameron McFarlane (LMM always spelled it MacFarlane). Cam 

McFarlane enlisted in March 1915 (when he was 23) in the /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ /ƻǊps (McGill staff), 

38th Ottawa ά¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅέ Battalion, in D Company. He was employed as a chemistry teacher at Macdonald 

College, part of McGill University. He had known Frede since 1913 when both were hired as new staff 

members.  

 

His 1st University Company went overseas within five ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎŜǎǎ tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀΩǎ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ [ƛƎƘǘ 

Infantry in the field 28 July 1915. He was a Lance Corporal and was promoted to Sergeant. The next twelve 

months were grueling for the PPCLI; however, he was not on the front lines or in France as long as 

Montgomery believed -- he may have been wounded during the heavy fighting at Sanctuary Wood (Battle of 
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Mount Sorrel) near Ypres, 2 June 1916, because by September 1916 he was back in 

his hometown of Fredericton, New Brunswick helping recruit soldiers for a new unit. 

He stayed there for over a year and spent the first eight months courting Frede. 

On 15 May 1917, his battalion was given a six-day leave and he married Frederica on 

the next day, May 16th. After a five day honeymoon, Cam returned to Fredericton 

and Frede wrote to Maud to tell her the news. Montgomery was stunned and hurt 

to be excluded and feared the marriage would take Frede far away. She made a trip 

to see Frede within days and they spent a week together reconciling and enjoying a 

beautiful spring in Montreal. 

Frede took her husband home to Prince Edward Island that summer to meet her 

family at Park Corner ς everyone was impressed with his New Brunswick uniform. 

He went overseas again in late October 1917 and the Macdonalds met him for the 

first time before he left. He was reassigned, eventually, to the Princess Pats in late 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ мфму ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ά/ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ 5ŀȅǎΦέ  

McFarlane ended his military service and returned to Canada on 20 March 1919, two 

ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ CǊŜŘŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ Montgomery summoned him to Leaskdale and he 

arrived on 18 April 1919 for five days. She expected that they would share their 

mutual grief with each other and with CǊŜŘŜΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ did not go as she 

expected. He was immature, flippant, and seemed untouched by the loss of his wife. 

She turned away from this unworthy man, the last link to her best friend, and 

banished him from her life. He did provide her with only the slimmest of a 

consolation for CǊŜŘŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǇŀǊŜŘ ŀƴ ǳƴƘŀǇǇȅ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ŀƳΦ 

Ewan also suffered a tremendous loss when Frede died -- he lost his own dear friend, who brightened his 

family, and he could see that his wife had lost a capacity for resiliency which Frede always renewed and on 

which Ewan depended. It made him more vulnerable to his own life-long fears and professional pressure. 

Montgomery did have a few other friends who were as treasured and talented as Frede but the unique quality 

about Frede was that she was the only person who was deeply ƛƴǾŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ-being and family; 

ǎƘŜ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊŜŘ aŀǳŘΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ and supported her work, she was devoted to Chester and cared about Ewan and 

Ewan cared about her. No one else fulfilled that intimate role for Maud. 

While Montgomery was writing the last chapters of Rilla in the summer of 1920, her good 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ 9ŦŦƛŜ [ŀǇǇΣ DƻƭŘǿƛƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΦ At the funeral, Montgomery would 

have been reminded of a family story -- Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ [ŀǇǇǎΩ ŘƻƎ ƘƻǿƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻƭŘƛŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ ǘƘŜƴ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀ ǎŎŜƴŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

grieving dog, which told of the BlythesΩ Dog Monday foretelling the death of Anne and 

DƛƭōŜǊǘΩǎ ǎƻƴ, Walter, in France. She finished Rilla on August 24, 1920. 

Rilla of Ingleside was published a year later, in August 1921, and she started to promote it 

in November when she spoke at a Toronto high school. The students were very excited 

when they heard the author was going to read from one of her books, anticipating that it 

would be Anne of Green Gables. They were surprised when she chose to read from a new 

bookΦ {ƘŜ ǊŜŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ 5ƻƎ aƻƴŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŦǳǎŀƭ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
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where he had been waiting since his master left for service overseas. The author read in a loud, clear voice 

until she came to the part where Dog Monday recognized the tired soldier getting off the train. She tried to 

describe the joyful reunion between Jem Blythe and his dog, but her voice broke and she could not talk. There 

was complete silence that seemed to last forever until she spoke again. Everyone had goose bumps. [A visitor 

to the Bala Museum in Ontario told this story to Jack and Linda Hutton.] 

This very rare display of public emotion came from her grief over Frede. 

Montgomery would never have another reunion with her and her absence was 

painfully fresh that day. Just two hours before the speech she had lunch with 

ƻƴŜ ƻŦ CǊŜŘŜΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜŀǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ 

Montgomery craved conversations like this because they kept FredeΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ 

άaliveέ for her. They shared their dislike for Cam McFarlane too, after 

discussing the latest gossip about him. 

CǊŜŘŜΩǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ Ǉǳǘ ǳǇ ƻƴ YƘŀƪƛ wƻǿ -- it was given a room of its 

own. Montgomery rearranged the parlour in the Manse where she 

wrote. She put a recent portrait of Frede holding a flower on the wall 

between the long windows. Below it was a bookcase with the statue of 

the Good Fairy which Frede had been given as a wedding gift by friends 

at Macdonald College. As the author looked out toward the western 

light every day, she would see the statue of the Good Fairy standing on 

the top of the world, looking up, with her arms outstretched in an arc 

that lifted the eyes upward to Frede. The Good Fairy was an image that 

insisted on hope and courage, even when Montgomery had neither  

Montgomery also devised a dream world to give comfort to herself and 

visit Frede. She created internal landscapes, companionship, and a 

different timeline for a life that she wanted to live. In her daydreams, 

Frede lived with her on an enchanted summer island in Muskoka, 

Ontario. In another, Frede survived a train wreck and married an old 

friend. Montgomery was also imprinted with the landmarks of CǊŜŘŜΩǎ 

life and kept them close to her. One was the old photograph she took 

of Frede twenty years earlier by the trees at the Campbell farm. She 

framed it and hung on the wall of her room. Frede was forever 

enshrined in this eternal woodland of birches which, in Celtic folklore, 

inhabit the land of the dead and are symbols of renewal and new 

beginnings. 

Perhaps, through these mechanisms, the author was able to restore enough courage to move forward, 

although forever feeling wounded and emotionally rooted in the time before war. 

[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪΣ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ /ƻƻƪŜΩǎ words, άLŦ ƻǳǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ Ŧŀƛƭ ƛƴ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ,έ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅΩǎ ŎǊŜŘƻΤ 

she had to summon the courage and will to keep her weakened husband going, and then continue in later 

years to stabilize her wayward son. If she failed in courage, her men would fail too, so she kept trying. 
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In spite of all her personal loss, she still found reserves of energy to write and create, sustained by the timeless 

place that her writing took her. Her intellect, humor, and perception on the written page survived the war and 

these gifts bring readers together in 2014 ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ мпл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ άƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΦέ   
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