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Welcome to Part One of the 2012 editionTdfe Shining ScrollThis year is
the centennial of the publication &€hronicles of Avonleand the year of the
biennial international Montgomery conference onneée Edward Island. The
theme for the conference and this issue is Cultidamory. We hope it will
be memorable!

Vaughan: "It's Daddy. And he's smiling. So,
Part 1 Overview: Chronicles of Avonleathe that's a good sign." #LMMI2012 @slloyd4
Dedication of Epperly Plaza, Friends of the  pic.twitter.com/AcexiBzq
L. M. Montgomery Institute and fund-raising Ry = e i
auction, Lighthouse Touring on the North Shor
2012 Montgomery Conference Summary, In
Search of L. M. Montgomery in the Early 1970
The Value of Paratext in Montgomery Boqks
Discovering Fragments of Island History in
Montgomery’s Stories.

Montgomery Conference underway |

Part 2 Overview: Montgomery’s China, Rug-
Hooking in the Montgomery Books,
Montgomery’s Honeymoon Trousseau, The

Elizabeth Epperty, left, Simen Lioyd and Kate Macdenald Bustier chat at the 2012 LM, Moatgomery
Tharsday, The ial confl ork of PLEL, thoris

Macdonalds’ 1911 Honeymoon Tour in Scotlan | s e

Montgomery Day and Diamond Jubilee
Celebration in Leaskdale, Patty’s Place in Nove
Scotia, Montgomery Historian Dr. Francis
Bolger,new Montgomery-related book, DVD, an /.
TV series, and more -- good to the last page!
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Chronicles of Avonlea
Published One Hundred Years Ago,

June 1912
Mary Beth Cavert © 2012

[Note: Chronicles of Avonleas a title that is quite
accessible for collectors of old L.M. Montgomery
books. L.C. Page printed many editions between 19
and 1950. British editions were printed by Harrap

LC Page, 1945 LC Page, 1943 from 1925 to 1982]

In March of 1912, L.M. Montgomery was putting thimiishing touches on a collection of
her previously-written short storie€hronicles of Avonleabecause she did not have the
time to write a new novel. A year earlier, in Mar&B11, her grandmother, Lucy
Woolner Macneill, had died and Montgomery had hadcctose down the house where she
had lived for thirty-six years. She was marriedeavfmonths later and, after a
honeymoon in England and Scotland, moved into a hewme in Ontario in October

1911. In January of 1912, she was pregnant withfirst child, and finally updating her
journals about the happenings of the last elevemths.

When Chronicles of Avonleavas ready to send to publisher L.C. Page, Montggme
wrote the dedication to Christy Matilda “Tillie” M&enzie Houston, a dear friend from
Prince Edward Island who had died unexpectedly tw@ehonths earlier. Montgomery
had little time to grieve the loss of her grandmetland Tillie during 1911 and the
winter months of 1912 allowed her some time to eetlon the friends and life she left
behind on PEI. Aside from her mother, Clara Woolmacneill, Tillie (Clara’s first
cousin) is the only member of the Woolner side lo¢ family to receive a book
dedication.

Montgomery visited Tillie in North Rustico many tes and she was very fond of
Tillie’s family, her MacKenzie cousins, Rob, Hamnd Toff, and Aunt Margaret, who
lived in Cavendish. Tillie was considered a veryh&ful woman who married late (age
37 in 1897) and reformed her wayward husband, Wibtluston. Some of the MacKenzies
had courtship woes similar to the characters in $haries that Montgomery selected for
Chronicles Tillie’s brother, Toff, was not as successful ‘dsidovic” in the first story

in the book — he courted a neighbor named Mary ddor twenty years, until she
married someone else. The literal center-piec&€bfoniclesis a story called “The
Winning of Lucinda.” Lucinda bears a resemblanceTidie as the “acknowledged
beauty” of the family. Lucinda was thirty-five yeapold, unmarried, and rare among
“women who keep their loveliness unmarred by thegege of years.”

Tillie was part of a tight circle of Montgomery'slmired local women friends who,
while they did not share LMM'’s educational breadiere exceptionally gifted in other
domains. Tillie was the local healer and tendedhé&dghbors who became ill. She was
loved by everyone who knew her, much like Montgowiserfirst intimate confidante in
Prince Albert, Laura Pritchard. Tillie was hardwamlg, strong, charming and happy; her
home was comfortable and welcoming and Montgomédrgred her love of flowers and
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orchards. She was a “queen of cooks.” But above &illie was loving, compassionate,
and selfless. Montgomery considered her "one ofghsasantest things in my life."

Tillie was also very close to her Aunt Lucy MacrlieiMontgomery’s grandmother, and
was as important to Lucy as her own daughters.idibhoved in with Maud and Lucy
when they were ill with influenza and cared for lyugntil she died in March 1911. Then
she helped Maud pack up the house. Tillie movedmwiare for her mother, Margaret
Woolner MacKenzie, who had influenza, too, and therther relatives whose children
were stricken with measles. Tillie soon died of theasles and complications on April
17, at age 52.

Maud was deeply grief-stricken at Tillie's deathhelpain of losing her grandmother and
leaving Cavendish had been eased by the expectahanshe would always find a
welcome home with Tillie in Rustico when she caneck to visit, and she had always
planned that Tillie would be with her when she goarried. A few days before her
wedding, she went back to Cavendish and visitedgheves of her mother, grandmother,
and Tillie. It was a tremendously emotional gestu®a the day of her wedding, she was
still in mourning as she recalled that she had @mno%illie to help her dress for the
ceremony.

TO THE MEMORY OF

fifles, William A, Pouston,
A DEAR FRIEND, WHO HAS GONE BEYOND

The only disturbing thing about Tillie was her hasid, whom
Montgomery found to be discomfiting. In 1906, Mopbtgery
determined that Will Houston’s flirting and spirdgoking and
presumptuous personal comments were serious adwsatoveard her |
so she avoided being alone with him most of theetiWhen she decided to dedicate
Chroniclesto Tillie, “A Dear Friend, Who Has Gone Beyond,lieschose to use Tillie's
complete married name, Mrs. William A. Houston,dend a message and pointed
reminder to Will. In later years, she would dediedtooks to Island couples who were
both good friends to her, but Will did not earn thenor.

L.M. Montgomery scripted a large intentional recastiher life in personal journals,
letters, interviews, and scrapbooks. Without Montgoy’s journals, the name "Mrs.
William Houston" in the first pages d@hronicles of Avonleavould be a mystery. Tillie
had no children and there are no letters and omlg photograph by Montgomery that
has survived -- in fact, not much of a record dt 8lut Lucy Maud Montgomery kept
Tillie MacKenzie’'s memory alive by dedicating a doto her and recording a small but
enduring impression of her good life — “She was aidhe few Cavendish people who
really mattered to me, one of the few people in Wherld whom | deeply and intimately
love.”

This article is from Mary Beth Cavert's chapterThie Houston in an unpublished manuscript —
L.M. Montgomery’s Kindred Spirits: The Friends afri
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2012 Literary Society Meetings

In March, we were the guests of Betty Heath at beautiful lakeside home filled with
folk art, homemade rugs, maritime artifacts, andddood! We discussed the
participation of our members in the up-coming L.Montgomery conference and began
organizing the launch of the Friends of the L. MoMgomery Institute. Carolyn brought
pictures of Arnold Smith's re-creations of LMM's @aiing trousseau that he made for
the 100th anniversary of her wedding last July.

Our discussion oAkin to Annewas lively. Since most of
us had read the book of stories when it first caoo¢ some
years ago, we found we had to refresh our memoares
read them again before the meeting. These are rplthan
stories with happy endings. Moate very touching, some
quite heart-wrenching. All but two of the storieeme
published beforéAnne of Green Gablewas published in
1908 and similarities abounded! Betty Heath showesda
hooked matwith three black cats that she had made (and
later donated to the FLMMI Auction); one of the si@s in
Akin to Annementioned such a hooked rug (there is also onetmaad inPat of Sllver
Bush. Betty and several members had made similar nads summer from Betty's
original design.

Dana Gerberi hosted the May meeting in the bealtifR20 historical Plummer Building
in Rochester, Minnesota, a tall Moorish-inspiredves with a carillon (part of the Mayo
medical clinic). Dana also gave the program -- ae'sk rehearsal” for her paper to be
given at the LMM International Conference in Jufide paper is entitled "L. M.
Montgomery and the Hooking of Stories" (inspired ttne wonderful rug-hooking in PEI
and other Maritime provinces in Maud's era).

We were joined by member Anne Woolner, whose fathewis, is a retired Mayo Clinic
pathologist. He is L.M. Montgomery’s cousin andfiem Rustico, PEI.

In September, we were treated to a "salad buffetli¢dken salad with grapes and pecans,
spinach and strawberry salad, broccoli "sunshinsglad), Penny's homemade butterhorn
rolls, shortbread, lemon-filled three-layer cak@dasangria punch (all homemade, of
course) along with a tour of Christy Woster and hmesther Penny Shreck's new home,
which is filled with LMM-related collections, Pentsyhomemade quilts and collages,
and delightful antigues. We even managed to habét &f LMM discussion.

In October we met at Beth Cavert’s house; she sthdwer collection ofChronicles of
Avonleaeditions and a short version of her chapter ondkdication to Tillie Houston,
who is Anne Woolner’s relative. Christy shared hdap to the L.M. Montgomery Society
of Ontario conference in Leaskdale.
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Calling All Kindreds!

L.M. MONTGOMERY

INSTITUTE
FRIENDS

L. M. Montgomery once said "l had a certain knaok thoosing friends
which | ... now see to have been a very vital endwemt.”

With this quotation in mind, we would like for yow be among the first to know about a
new group that has been formed in the L. M. MontgoylInstitute of the University of
Prince Edward Island called:

"The Friends of the L. M. Montgomery Institute.”

This group's main goal is to raise funds to provadegoing support for the Institute's
use, above and beyond the support that the Universn provide at present.

For over twenty years, the LMMI has shown that #hés a world-wide community
interested in the life and works of L. M. Montgonyethrough its biennial International
Conferences, attended by scholars and others whadysMontgomery, bringing many
levels of interest and insight to the knowledge é@a$ all things Montgomery. Scholars
from many parts of the world make use of the Insttéts special collections of
Montgomery's publications and memorabilia.

The Friends of the L. M. Montgomery Institute [FLMMwill help make it possible for
the Institute to continue to grow and thrive. Ouwrags are to increase the amount of
funds the Institute has to work with in order to imt&in, catalogue, and increase its
collection of Montgomery materials; help providehstarship assistance to young
Montgomery scholars; and provide volunteers to heliph the Montgomery collection,
the biennial conference, and LMMI website.
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Board members for this committee include Elizab&yperly (Founder of the LMMI)
[not pictured], Donna Campbell, Mary Beth CavertelMnie Whitfield, Kate Sutherland,
Sandy Wagner, Emily Woster, Linda Boutilier, Carpl$trom Collins, Loretta Craig
Taylor, Christy Woster, and Joanne Wood [not pietdir.

Our fund-raising efforts consist mainly of membeishin the Friends of the LMMI
starting at $35 per year. We have a lifetime mensh@g for those who are willing to
give $1000. Any who joins the Friends before Ju®d 2 will be considered a “Charter
Member.” One-hundred percent of the money raisedilgh memberships and other
activities goes to the LMM Institute. Go to thisceee donation site, designate your gift
to LMMI: https://secure.upei.ca/donatpf should be active by Jan 2013]

To use this site to donate to the Friends, simply point your Web
browser to hitps://secure upei.ca/donate/ and follow these steps:

1) Donations to the Friends are one time gifts, so you can leave Gift Type selection as-
is:

*Gift Amount $ |

*Sift Type This is a one time gift 5

2) Under Designale Your Gift, please select the oplion
“A designated area of my choice”, NOT the UPEI Annual Fund or the AVC Annual Fund

gnateyour G e Annual Fund E -
AVC Annual Fund

::wld iike tomake a Giff , 4 designated area of my choice | Cick an the down amow for more options.

3) Where you are invited to “Please specify” the designated area of your, gift, simply
type “Friends of the LMMI”

Please specify: Friends of the LMMI

You can then proceed to fill out the rest of the form as you would making any online
payment or donation.
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Keep in touch througlirriendsofLMMI@gmail.comand LMMI@upei.ca
Web site:http://home.earthlink.net/~bcavert/id37.html

CBCnews

100 YEARS OF MEMORABILIA
= S th S e

INKS
nce Edward Island

Silent Auction Raises Funds for the Institute

A new addition to the L. M. Montgomery Internatidn@onference 2012 was a Silent
Auction to benefit the LMM Institute at the Univetg of Prince Edward Island. It was
sponsored by the newly-created group "Friends @f th M. Montgomery Institute”
whose members contributed items to auction to coeriee attendees (as well as anyone
from the public sector interested in the items).

About seventy items were available for bids inclogitwenty early and first editions of
LMM books (one of which was a rarknne of Green Gablewith Mary Miles Minter
photos),The Spirit of Canada&ommemorative programme, limited-
edition photographs of Prince Edward Island sité®g and Magog
figurines, The Good Fairy statue, a hooked mat spi®c designed from
the description of the "three cats” mat mentioned’at of Silver Bush
silver Apostle Spoons frordane of Lantern Hilland theEmily Books,
knitted quilts based on those "Rachel Lynde" maadehe Anne books, a
home-made Gilbert/“carrot” bag, etc. One very s@kd¢tem was donated
by John and Jennie Macneill:he Fall of the Staincliffes, A Prize Tale

on Gambling(1891), a blue soft-cover book published by Sunda Pr
School Union. Montgomery gave this book to her fridefrom LIl

Cavendish, Amanda Macneill — signed Mrs. George &o¥on on

the flyleaf. It is inscribed by Montgomery on a papnsert,With N @\

all good wishes, MaudThank you to LMMI Friend, Donna ,

Campbell, for these details as well as her winnbogpk bid and

donation to LMMI. [Beth Cavert thanks Jennie Macneill for her donafio
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The items were displayed each day of the Conferego@ng everyone a chance to study
them and place a bid. Final bids for auction itecasne to over $2700. That amount,
added to the thirty-six Friends of the L.M. Montgeny Institute memberships
(including six at the Lifetime level) totaling $839brought theamount raised for the

L. M. Montgomery Institute to over $11,000.

[We will be collecting items for another Silent Atign to be held at the 2014
Conference; anyone interested in donating can canftéendsoflmmi@gmail.com
for more information.]

The PEI CBC-TV crew gave the auction a great ddalocal coverage which helped
draw attention to the Institute and the conferentleank you to the Compass newscast
team!
Simon Lloyd: The newly-formed Friends of the LM Miyomery Institute, and their inaugural
fundraiser, a Silent Auction running during the Gerence, are featured on CBC-TV
Charlottetown'sCompassnewscast. The Friends can be seen in the coveYexi're Watching

Compass" intro spot, with the full story at abolif min 50 sec.
http://www.cbc.ca/player/News/Canada/PElI/Compasg2248348159/?page=8

From CBC NewsShttp://www.cbc.ca/news/canadal/prince-edward-islastdfy/2012/06/21/pei-lucy-maud-
montgomery-auction.html

cBC player

The Friends committee wants to thank the donorstefhs and those who bid so
generously, as well as Simon Lloyd, Pauline Macloer, and Robert Hainsworth from
the LMM Conference committee who were tremendoulpheith the auction logistics.

North Shore Sunset
Lighthouse Tour

One of our Silent Auction items was a tour of three
lighthouses along the North Shore of Prince Edwksidnd
directly related to L. M. Montgomery’s life and bk®. The
tour was won by three LMM Conference attendeesocanhe
Craig, her mother Maryann Seeley, and ElizabethkBar a
first-time attendee from Australia. Carolyn StronolGns and
Mary Beth Cavert were the tour guides.

All material in theShining Scrollis the property of the authors and editors. Tertl gphotos from 8
contributors may not be reproduced without conseltte Shining Scrollis the periodical of the L.M.
Montgomery Literary Society, Minnesota USA. Carolgirom Collins: founder/editor,
Mary Beth Cavert: editor and web site, located fattp://home.earthlink.net/~bcavert/
Twitter LMMontgomeryLS, Carolyn: clsc429




We began our tour with a drive along the shore frRomstico to Cavendish with stops
along the way at Cape Turner and Orby Head (wheseene from the Sullivan "Anne of
Green Gables" program was filmed). From those swescould see in the distant west
the Cape Tryon light, that mystical "star" that Mgomery referred to in her journals.

Along the drive from Cavendish west to New Londave saw glimpses of the
magnificent New London Harbour, which Montgomerymmed "Four Winds Harbour" in
Anne's House of Dreanmend laterAnnebooks. We stopped briefly at Montgomery's
birthplace in New London even though it had clogedthe day and drove a few more
miles to French River where we turned east on tlape&€Road to make our way to our
first lighthouse, the New London Lighthouse, downtlae shore of New London

Harbour. Montgomery loved this lighthouse and watdhts light many times from
various viewpoints along the harbour's shores. Momery set Anne and Gilbert's
"House of Dreams" on this sandshore. Next we hedubeak up the Cape Road to see the
Cape Tryon Lighthouse. Although this is a "new"Higouse (built in 1961 to replace the
original when electricity became available to ruretlight), it is in the original location
of "Captain Jim's lighthouse" iAnne's House of Dream3he windswept "spit of land"
that Montgomery described in AHD fits this locatiexactly.

Our final stop was theriginal , _
Cape Tryon Lighthouse, built in T Joanne, Elizabeth, Alberta
1905 and the model for "Captain |

Jim's lighthouse" iPAnne's House
of Dreams Our hosts there, -
Alberta and Ron Somers, cordially®s®
invited us to tour the interior of
the spacious lighthouse and even .
led us up to the light itself. Such a &' |
view of the Gulf of St. Lawrence! [N
And we gained much respect for
the lighthouse-keepers as we
learned how they had to keep the
oil in the light burning all night, every night dieng the shipping season, and getting up
several times a night to be sure the light was bugn The steep ladder-like steps added
to our esteem for the elderly "Captain Jim" (modekn Alberta's great-grandfather,
Captain James Bell, who was the first lighthouseker at Cape Tryon).
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We ended our thoroughly delightful tour with a lduglled dinner at Ship to Shore
Restaurant in Darnley and by the time we said oapgy good-byes, it was ten o'clock!
In the darkness we could see the flash of the kgditt New London and Cape Tryon,
beacons tying us to generations of sailors, fishemmand our author who introduced us
to these magnificent places and people of the N@hlore of Prince Edward Island.

FROM THE TOP OF THE ORIGINAL TRY.ON LIGHTHOUSE
TOWARD MONTGOMERY BEACH WHERE LMM WALKED,
VWHERE LAKE OF SHINING WATERS MEETS THE GULF.

(For more information on these lighthouses and tigtuse keepers, see

Carolyn's articles "A Visit to Captain Jim's Lighthse"
http://Immontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/upkbs/2/2/6/5/226525/2010_shining_scroll_part_3.pdf

and "The New London LighthOUS&'t'tp://www.annestore.ca/chronicle files/KS%20Aug%s202011.pdf
in recent editions offhe Shining ScrolandKindred SpiritsChronicles
Thank you to George Campbell for permission to tiseKindred Spiritslink.
See his site afttp://www.annestore.ca/history.php

Epperly Plaza Dedicated in June
Pt

An impressive plaza marking the entrance to the &tdon Library on the University of
Prince Edward Island campus was dedicated in Jhoepuring Dr. Elizabeth Epperly,
founder of the L. M. Montgomery Institute and fohrpresident of the University of
Prince Edward Island. The spacious brick-paved alezsurrounded by lush beds of
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flowers that were selected because of their impmectato L. M. Montgomery as recorded
in her books, stories, and journals. Roses, cosmbsck-eyed Susans, delphiniums,
lilies, and many other floral varieties, along wi¢kergreen shrubs and trees, form a
back-drop for a bronze plaque of Betsy, unveiledhst ceremony.

The “Epperly Salute” fanfare, an original compostiby music professor, Bert
Tersteeg, opened the event, with Special Collectithrarian Simon Lloyd serving as

Master of Ceremonies. President Alaa Abd- geas e m :
El-Aziz addressed the crowd attending the - 4 - |
ceremony and Betsy spoke of her time as R Z

president, professor, and student at the
University, pointing out that she came there L
as an undergraduate because of her interes & o=
and love for L. M. Montgomery's work. She Ti&f |
founded the L. M. Montgomery Institute in
1993 and it is still a valued part of the

University today, sponsoring a biennial

| “ﬁ "

-

maintaining an extensive collection of
Montgomery materials that scholars from
around the world come to explore.

L. M. Montgomery and Cultural Memory

10" Biennial International L.M. Montgomery Conference
21-24 June 2012, Charlottetown, Prince Edward ldla@anada
Hosted by the L.M. Montgomery Institute,
University of Prince Edward Island

[Please note that there are reportsTime Shining Scroll
for all of the previous nine Montgomery conferentes

This conference was dedicated to the memory ofiehfal conference
participant and beloved Montgomery scholar, ProbesEmeritus Yuko
lzawa (1945-2011) of Miyagi Gakuin Women's Univdysiwho passed
away in April 2011, in Sendai, Japan, shortly aftee area was
devastated by a massive tsunami.

http://home.earthlink.net/~bcavert/id34.html

“L. M. Montgomery and Cultural Memory” was brougtd us through the efforts of:
Simon Lloyd, Jean Mitchell, Ben Lefebvre, A¥éarnqvist and manpthers.Thank you!
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Nine members of the L.M. Montgomery Literary Sogietttended the conference this
year and five presented papers. Carolyn Strom @slpresented on June 21 in a session
on Rewriting Memory. Emily Woster spoke at the Pdeyy Panel on June 24 on “The
Reading Autobiography of L.M. Montgomery: LiteratyrLife Writing, Culture.” She

has examined the 180 books from Montgomery’s peas@ollection in the University of
Guelph Archives. In her copy dride and Prejudice Montgomery underlined
"Happiness in marriage is entirely a matter of cb@i Montgomery references her
reading throughout her fiction and inserts
hundreds of quotes from various sources.
Emily notes that books are portable textu
monuments and that reading is both a
private and communal activity. Her
presentation of Montgomery’s reading
autobiography (and the margin notes in th
books from the author’s own library) was
exceptionally well-received!

Christy Woster and Mary Beth Cavert were invited to
participate on a special panéditemory, Communities, and
Readers They shared it with the delightful and
entertaining sisters, Davida Mackay (“The Complex
Communities of L.M. Montgomery”) and Jeanne Kaye
Speight (“It All Began in New Glasgow”). This inforal
panel of personal anecdotes and connections tathbor
was appreciated by everyong¢See more on Christy, Beth and
Carolyn’s papers below.]

Dana Gerberi was on a special panel calMemory and
Material Culturesand concluded the conference on an
aesthetically pleasing note with her paper “Lucyuda
Montgomery and the Hooking of Stories.” Dana explkd the
handicrafts in Montgomery’s fiction and showed "sdof
gorgeous authentic hooked rugs, created by maritexgert
Betty Heath, which delighted the audience (espdgihkr
orginial “Three Cats” — see page 4). Both Mary Ralaind
Montgomery cousin, Anne Woolner, snapped photoshef rug
images, particularly the "Riz Rose" (raised roseni thePat of
Silver Bushbooks.

"
B G 2

Dana referenced a short story by Kate Douglas Whggicalled
The Fore-Room Rugttp://www.readbookonline.net/readOnLine/2185t0 Show
that other contemporary authors' works may havéuierficed
Montgomery’s inclusion of literary references todked rugs.The
Fore-room Rugrevolves around the making of a hooked rug for
the parlor using old articles of clothing from imgant past events. Handling the pieces
of fabric recalls the special memories of the faymmembers and occasions when they
were worn and ultimately creates a record of thetagonist's life materialized in the
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form of a rug. Dana reminded us that handmade iteatain the essence of their makers
and are a legacy of hardworking rural women.

Dana was paired with Sandy Wagner’s “Stitching Steries,” which dazzled us with a
display of beautiful quilts from L.M. Montgomeryaties. Sandy gave this presentation
on the author’s exemplary skill at needlecraft, aret “Quilter’'s Dozen,” in July 1911
at the Bideford Parsonage Museum on PEI; but ithies first time she has shared her
immense Montgomery knowledge at a conference. Wpehid is not the last! She was
assisted by another Island Montgomery expert, LiBaautilier. Here is a sampling of
the quilts which are found in several short storasswell as the books (titles are
abbreviated):

Apple-Leaf (this one was made by LMM) AGG, Postage Stamp Quilt(*Five Thousand” Piece Quilt)
in AWP, Irish Chain Quilt in SG JLH, AWP, Red and Yellow Tulip Quilt in Al, Fan Quilt in AWR,
PSB Alng; Rising Star Quilt in short storiesBlazing Star Quilt in JLH; Wild Goose Quiltin JLH,
AWP, Autograph Quilt in GR.

.~...

—— l'f:..
nx-

g

[photos by Beth Cavert and Melanie Fishbane. LiBtautilier holds her great-grandmother's Fan Quilt]
More content and images attp://www.annestore.ca/chronicle_files/KS%20Aug02011.pdf

Threads From a Quilt: Conference Selections

Nearly fifty speakers (representing seven counfrieshanced our understanding of
Montgomery’s writings and interests over the couosdive days, so it is not possible to
summarize every one of them! We will share somdah®f nuggets we collected, in-
between auction management duties, to whet yourtipgd The complete program can
be found on the web site of the LMM Instituttp://www.Immontgomery.ca/conference2012

The conference began with the topic of SelectivenMey and Trinna Frever’s
explanation of Active Nostalgia: The survival ofltwre goes beyond the persons who
create it, as shown by Montgomery’s re-telling ofaamily story (the Penman/Sherman
sisters) inThe Story Girl Personal memories and family stories become publiltural
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lore — privacy, through time, erodes with each gen®n. Montgomery does not freeze
the past or capture it, she is active, not statiche re-creates and has an active
relationship with the past.

Melanie Fishbane professed her first love for GrtbBlythe with popular visuals and
called on a talented role-playing trio to perforrarps ofAnne of Green Gable<h. 15:
"I could never resist Gilbert Blythe ... The irom$fientered my soul.”

In Courney Crepeau’s selection about the MammotkeCave were reminded that
tourists bring personal experiences to a site. dblaai sites not only present their
heritage to visitors, they also reflect the visdbheritage back to them at the locality.

Holly Pike took us back to “Queen Victoria of Blesk Memory” and the versions of her
in Emily of New Moonthe elderly Queen Empress, the young mother, ted
representative of values and beliefs.

Yoshiko Akamatsu explained the necessity of remerriein Japan because of the dark
shadows of war, the atomic bomb, defeat, and tloemé tsunami in “Remembering and
Forgetting inThe Blythes Are QuotetdJapanese readers were very excited about the
publication ofThe Blythes- they especially love the first thrennenovels and see the
character as their ownhe Blythedranslation was difficult to do, especially thegioy.

Mary Rubio previewed the new edition of MontgomexYEI Journals by showing
cultural changes in the author’s lifetime in popubats, literature, theater, and
photography. Montgomery moved from a deeply religsao a more secular viewpoint.

Elizabeth Epperly gave new insight into Montgomesryast novel Anne of
Ingleside.Montgomery’s real life and home is her fictiomglesideis full

| of silver images (moon = nostalgialreen Gabless full of gold.
Everything fully imagined has been lived. Ingleside Montgomery is

_ reviewing important things in her life, the texttiserapeutic and it is about
masss® remembering beauty and the welcome of home in heagined life.

Vappu Kannas took us to the Guelph Archives to shmw a published version of
Montgomery’s journals differs from the personal ceg: editorial decisions determine
what stays and what goes. There are five versidnlsMM’s journals: the originals
(gone), the hand-written re-copied ledgers, heresgript, the editors’ typescript, and
the published editions. The editors’ marginalia weesticularly fascinating to the
audience. Montgomery’s son, Stuart Macdonald, wnotees in the margin of Rubio and
Waterston’s typescript in 1982. Montgomery confetss$e reading a friend’s diary and
said she never read anything since then that wadaroher eyes. Stuart wrote a
response: “Mother you are a liar, but perhaps nbewyou wrote it!” [Her comment was
from 1892; Stuart was referring to the fact thaeglead and kept some of his letters
from a girlfriend in the 1930s]. In an 1898 entrgcaut Herman Leard, LMM wrote: “He
obeyed me at once, kissing me goodnight with thatgkrous tenderness of his ...”
Stuart noted, “Got to give Herman good marks foring.”
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In "A Matter of Life & Death: L.M. Montgomery's Endf Life Chronicle," Vanessa
Brown examined Montgomery’s last bedside note aed llate journal handwriting to
establish a timeline of her state of mind in 194Rontgomery prepared her materials
before her death with notes and instructions. Skaemted her estranged daughter-in-law
[Luella] to have some journals.

Jennifer Litster, of Edinburgh, Scotland, return®dthe conference, after a
too-long absence, to share her expertise in Montgyns literary connections:
"The Highlander in the Work of L.M. Montgomery." 8texplores how Scotish
roots have influenced L.M. Montgomery's life, hefrelwriting and her fiction,
cultural transfer, and cultural loss. Litster’s vkoexamined the ghosts from
the past that live in the present: “When flittingtiveen countries, what flits
with you? What stabs of remembrance permeate therelbetween the Old
World and the New? For each Scottish memory, eachtissh inflection, for
every ghost | asked, where does this come from2©this question boils
down to asking, is Montgomery Scottish or Waltere®tsh?” Highland roots
are most explicit iEmily of New MoomandRilla of Inglesideis rank with
Highlanders like Angus MacKenzie. Anne’s son, WalBdythe, has a vision
of a Piper, foreshadowing his fate in World WarThe Piper is suggestive of |
the HighlandBodach Glasthe “grey spectre/ghost,” who appears before
disaster and instructs those who will die on thfaite.

Lesley Clement, (“"Emilys Unframing of Self: Participating in Cultural Mempthrough
Empathy”) gave us a tour of the paintings mentiomedhe Emily of New Moorseries —
the people in them were taken out of the frames givén life by Emily.

Ben Lefebvre collects neglected texts, particulamyiews of Montgomery’s work. Early
reviews did not pigeonhole Montgomery as a childsemuthor.Anne of Inglesidevas

not seen as a children's book but one for grown-whs lovedAnneas young readers.
One reviewer savAnneas "humorous fiction for the elderly,” on par wiStephen
Leacock. An audience discussion emerged from thesgon: should L.M. Montgomery
sequels Windy Poplars/Willowsand Anne of Inglesidde read in sequence or publishing
order?

Laura Robinson and Philip Burge suggested that Asriadoption” by Marilla and
Matthew, with its quickness and adaptation, is daal successful model. They
explained what it would look like if Anne had to gbrough the adoption process today.

Sarah Gothie shared the Island’s ecosystem of Momtgyy sites. The audience was
“impressed” to hear that 93% of visitors surveyeddsthat, upon leaving Green Gables,
they understood that Anne was not a true story.

Kate Sutherland’s paper, “Law and Literary Repudati’ showed us how Montgomery’s
twelve-year legal battle gave readers a new looketlife and work. Montgomery's suit
was against a publisher to protect her reputationhfer work that he printed without
permission. Montgomery stood up for women writerglaecorded a vivid description of
the courtroom drama in her journals.
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We tweeted our own and many others’ comments id teae from the Twitter account
@LMMontgomeryLS. You can find them in the “Favorites” list on thatcount, by
scrolling down to June 2012 and the #LMMI2012 (hias)).

You can also read summaries from the week writtgrivlanessa Brown, Melanie
Fishbane, Christine Chettle, and Vappu Kannas:

Day 1 http://Immresearch.org/blog/2012/06/21/I-m-montgam@nd-cultural-memory-day-1/
Day 2 http://Immresearch.org/blog/2012/06/22/I-m-montgam@nd-cultural-memory-day-2/
Day 3 http://Immresearch.org/blog/2012/06/23/I-m-montgam@nd-cultural-memory-day-3/
Day 4 http://Immresearch.org/blog/2012/06/24/I-m-montgays@nd-cultural-memory-day-4/

Social Events

Kate Macdonald Butler hosted a fantastic receptionthe participants on the first night
of the conference at The Inn at Great George inr@itetown. The room, food, and
conversations were first-ratethank you, Heirs of L.M. Montgomery!

On June 22, we had a short stop at the historic leautiful nature preserve, Macphail
Woods, home of Sir Andrew Macphail. This is theesdf Montgomery’s visit with Lord
Earl Grey in 1910. Then, we enjoyed a musical perfance at one of PEI's Festival of

Small Halls.
[read about LMM, Macphail, and Grey:

http://Immontgomeryliterarysociety.weebly.com/upkbsi2/2/6/5/226525/shining_scroll__part_1 2008.p]df

On Saturday night, there was a grand banquet witisimmby Meaghan Blanchard and
Maria Campbell. Simon Lloyd and Elizabeth DeBloikaped the roles of contemporary
Anne Shirley and Gilbert Blythe, texting and facelkong (“@vansterdamnxxx: Gilbert
wants to be Anne's Facebook friend. It's super ntét I'm tweeting this).

The Honorable Marion Reid (former Lt.-Governor oER updated us on the progress of
the L.M. Montgomery Seashore Land Trust to presdared around the Cape Tryon

Lighthouse.nttp://www.landtrust.ca/category/website-index/Imentgomery-seashore

=

George Campbell, Mary Rubio, John and Jennie Macneill

On the last day, there was a bus tour of the Montgoy landmarks along the North
Shore and a poetry reading by the Cavendish Matimestead (where LMM grew up)
in the Cavendish United Church.
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Road Trip: In Search of L. M. Montgomery in the Early 1970s
Christy Woster © 2012

| began my Montgomery book-collecting out of nedeégsl first readAnne of Green
Gablesin 1965 and was only able to get it aAdne of Avonlean my school and local
libraries. | wanted to read the rest of Montgomerypooks, so the search was on for
copies of her work, any copy, in any condition.

Every year my family went on our “Family VacationMy
parents would save all year long for our annualdro@p.
Planning would start right after Christmas for tb@ming

summer trip. My Montgomery collection began on tbedsips _. . Lﬁ‘
as we searched for copies to read with no thoughtoathe - e

i 111 H H . THIS CABIN ABOUT IB3S 500

ROOF, ANE HARKS AND WROOEN

publisher, or the condition, or what edition it rhigbe.  S00F, A4E HARES uuD woocE

CONSTRUCTION ™ JACHSON HOLE

THE COLLAPSING STRUCTURE
WAS REPAIRED W 19358,

We always camped, first in a tent and later inailgr. Once |

had readAnne of Green Gabled,longed to visit Prince s:'
Edward Island. We usually traveled out west (myetdnr W
brothers loved hiking in the mountains and meetingal”
cowboys) but in 1970, when | was 15, we decidedt tha would head east. We visited
Prince Edward Island that year and enjoyed it scimthat we went back in 1971 and

1972.

| recently came across some of my scrapbooks amedathat | had my Grandma Cora’s
trip diary from two of our Prince Edward Island \eons, as she came with us every
summer on these family outings. My mother also kaptiary of sorts, a Camper’s Log,
mostly prices and gas mileage, but with a few ncdedo what we did every day.

There were no digital cameras back then. My Dad washarge of the one camera we
had, a Kodak Instamatic, and he would have the tiacapictures developed into slides.
Then, as a special treat once or twice a year wald/@all gather to “look at slides”
which, as we grew older, became an agonizing evgmihentertainment. So, climb in
the back of the pickup with 4 to 5 kids and a dagtwo and head back to the early
1970s as | began my search for copies of Montgornsebpoks.

It is July 6", 1970. We left Minnesota on thé%of July
and had made it to Montreal. Grandma Cora writeadH
time finding Camp Alouetta, we went merry-go-rouad
the freeway and finally had Bill [my Dad] going tlverong
way on a one-way street. Every Frenchman was waving
and talking with their hands! July 11 Grandma writes:
“We arrived in Prince Edward Island, we ferried fmdNew .
Brunswick on a boat named the Lucy Maud Montgomery i
We parked in Holiday Haven campground and then drov

to Charlottetown-found soma&nnebooks.”
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In Charlottetown we had stopped at a store calléé Gift Shop, and | got a copy of
Kilmeny of the Orchardand The Story Gir] Ryerson editions. You can’t imagine the
thrilll My Mom talked to the owner and he agreedwoite to us if any more titles should
arrive. | kept this letter from The Gift Shop, ddt®lov. of 1970. All of the titles | was
looking for were either out-of-stock or in the pexs of being reprinted. He stated: “We
are still trying to obtain a copy ofhe Watchmari Oh, don’t | wish he had found a nice
old copy of that title!

July 12", Grandma says “we went to Green Gables and
stopped at the cemetery in Cavendish where L. M.
Montgomery was buried in 1942. Cavendish is veryaHmi :
July 13" we went to Charlottetown for The Festival and sa¥
the musical ‘Anne of Green Gables,’ it was very goso
enjoyed it. | liked Marilla and Matthew best and #MrLynde
and Diana, but Anne was a bit overdone!” On July"14fter
only three days, we left the Island, and with omlo copies
of Montgomery’s books.

There was much discussion after Christmas that ydarut the upcoming summer
vacation. | had not found any more copies of Monmtgoy’s books, and was missing so
many titles. Since the boys enjoyed the deep-sshiffig so much they were agreeable to
returgthto the Island. So on July?31971, we left Minnesota and arrived on the Islamd
July 9",

For this year not only do | have my Grandmotherip tdiary, but also
the Camper’s Log that my Mother kept. | find theqas especially
interesting. We ferried to the Island for the price$10.70, bought
lunch on the ferry for $1.50 and, once we got toa€lbttetown, bought
tickets to all three main-stage plays for the eatiamily for $42.00.
That evening we saw the first play, Mary Queen ¢b& -- Grandma
wrote that the costumes were very elaborate, batdialogue was hard
to hear.

CHARLOTTETOWN,
°SUMMER > FESTIVAL

The highlight of the day for me was finding someppaback editions
of Pat of Silver BushMistress PatandA Tangled Welfor a total of $2.16. They were
from the Canadian Favorites series, and even thahgly really don’t have much value
today, | love those copies.

July 10" we drove to Rustico and stopped at the Court Beosh =
My brothers got a lobster trap for free from onetbé& brothers. [
My Dad tied it to the top of the pickup and it tled safely back g
to Minnesota, where he turned it into a coffee tabihich we still &
have today. That evening we went to see the seqday, “Jane
Eyre,” my Mom states in the camper’s log that itsvderrific”
and Grandma writes that she enjoyed it more thatyM@ueen of
Scots.
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| also found in my scrapbook a postcard that onengfyounger brothers, Peter, had
mailed to my older brother, Greg, who had not cowieh on this trip. Peter writes:
“There is not much to say but | will. [Not much say!! We are on the Island for
heaven’s sake!] We went to one play last night am& more tonight. Karl [my youngest
brother] was sick. [It possibly was due to the 18d@ury candy bars he bought while on
the ferry, and then ate all in one sitting. | wages he was going to ruin the few days we
had on the Island, or worse yet embarrass us bydsick while at the play, I still
haven’t totally forgiven him.] | bought a boat, Ister trap, fire crackers. Mom bought
you fire crackers too.”

e R
July 11" we traveled around the Island and ate & N
our lunch at Fantasy Land, admission was $2.08#
On July 12", finally we get to do some
Montgomery things. We dropped my Dad and
brothers off at the Court Brothers to go fishing,
which cost $7.00 for the day, and we gals head&ss
to the Birthplace and then to “Anne’s House of &
Dreams” which my Mom writes in the log “is a &
farce!” We then drove on to Park Corner to see
“The Story Girl House.”

7 A0

Someone at the laundromat had told my Mother
about this Montgomery site. My Mom writes in
the log: “Very Good, many original items, the
blue chest and contents, books and scrapbooks,
she didn’t know that she had a mint!” Sadly, |
don’t have any pictures of Silver Bush because f
some reason my Dad thought pictures of my
brothers holding dead fish was more important
than Montgomery’s birthplace or the Blue Chest!

That evening, after a walk on the beach at the

National Park, we went to New Glasgow for a lobsdemner. The entire dinner cost our
family $21.50. After dinner it was back to Charletbwn to see “Anne of Green Gables.”
We left the Island the following morning. When weri@ed back home my Mother tallied
up the cost of the trip. We had driven 5541 milpeisding $226 dollars for gas at an
average of 42% cents per gallon. The truck averag@d miles per gallon. With the cost
of camping, food and misc., the trip cost $700.@0eraging out to about $36.00 per
day.

| had added only three more Montgomery titles to ooylection and still needed so
many more. The search had to continue, and wherddstination of the family road trip
was discussed | pushed hard for the Island. It wagrhard sell, as my whole family
loved the Maritimes and so, in 1972, we returnedhe Island on July L Prices had
increased a bit, the ferry cost $10.40, ticketsaatbthree plays were $44.00 and the
lobster supper we went to that evening (this time&sa Ann’s) was $29.16.
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On July 8" we saw “Anne of Green Gables” for the third straigyear, and this time my
parents bought the record with the songs on it$6r00. | almost wore that record out
the next decade or two and was so excited manysyester when | was able to buy a
cassette tape of it and play it in the car for niyldren. The musical went on tour in
1972 and | pasted a review from the newspaper insenapbook. It stated, “The holiday
season has brought to New York just the sort of imalsthat fits into the picture, a
musical of the old school that has such an inno@sagect as to make a hardened
playgoer of today blush. The show is based on tbeeh of the same title by L. M.
Montgomery that was so popular early in this cegtand probably still sells a modest
number of copies annually.”

The next few days we spent $5.50 on books, more
Montgomery titles to add to my collection, and saw
the play “Ballade,” which was wonderful. On July
6" | had my 17" birthday on the Island. My
brother’s gave me a 17-firecracker salute, not
because they wanted to honor me on my birthday,
they just wanted an excuse to shoot off their
firecrackers, but it was a birthday to remember. We
left the Island on July 7.

| continued to slowly build my collection. There wao internet when | began
collecting; you had to travel to bookstores or wrd letter and buy a book unseen. |
decided that | wanted to have a nice set of Montgoyis books for each of my
daughters, so | continued to search and upgradeaiiection. But | didn’t return to
Prince Edward Island until 1997, 25 years after firgt trip. On my return trip, it was
with Mom and my two daughters, Emily and Anne. TiIskand had changed in many
ways; and | found that Montgomery’s books were aable everywhere.

When we got our first computer, | could search fromme, and when eBay became
available | could shop from home. The internet makepossible to find things that we
couldn’t even imagine in the 1970s. In my never-grgdsearch for all things
Montgomery | recently made a discovery that | thiiskexciting.

You are all aware that George Gibbs did the covVersiration ofAnne of Green Gables
and several of Montgomery’s other early books. Tisia new-found photo of George
Gibbs with his wife Maud, and his son Harrison whhs wife and 4-month-old daughter
on the occasion of her christening.
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Sadly, Harrison was killed in the Battle of the Beland never saw his daughter again. |
had been searching for a descendant of George Gibbsvant to do a follow up article
about him -- and with the help of the internet Isvable to find and
contact his granddaughter, Ramona Gibbs. As luckidave it, she
lives in Illinois, just 45 minutes from my daughteEmily, so | was
able to meet her this past February. The home Gedrge lived in
from the time of his marriage until his death, ramed in the family,
and his daughter lived there until her death a f@ars ago. Ramona
and her cousin, the only two Gibbs descendants $w$d the house
this past October and Ramona brought boxes of mandfather’s
papers back to lllinois. She had to rent a storagé as there are so
many.

I don’t know if there will be anything relating tGibbs’ work on
the Montgomery books or his working relationshiptiwi. C.
Page, but won’t it be exciting if there is! At amgte, with
Ramona’s help, | will be able to write a much ma@mplete
article about the man whose cover illustration molwn to so
many worldwide. The internet helped me make contaith
Ramona, but happily, a road trip was required tcemieer.

As to my book collection, | have some very nice mpnow and
even a First Edition oAnne of Green Gabledut some of my
most treasured books are ones that | found whideng in the
back of our family’s pickup as we criss-crossed th& and
Canada on our “Family Vacation.”
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L.M. Montgomery and Cultural Memory:

The Value of Paratext in Montgomery Books
Mary Beth Cavert © 2012

So long as men can breathe or eyes can see,
So long lives this, and this gives life to thee.
Sonnet 18, William Shakespeare

L.M. Montgomery’s first-edition books extend culalrmemory in very tangible and
valuable ways. The text of the stories themselviess as Dr. Trinna Frever noted at the
2012 Montgomery conference, an “act of remembetimgugh story telling.” The first
pages of a book, before the story begins, also @imnpersonal and historical messages
to Montgomery’s readers. The “paratext” (the autBowords found in the dedication
pages of Montgomery’s books) and personal mességes the original owners of the
books, are bridges between generations. These twdations to discovery intrigue me
and enhance my interest in historical inquiries.

L.M. Montgomery’s books are her “Shall | compareséhto a summer's day?” sonnet to
her beloved friends. Embedded in her books are nregah® to those whom she has
bestowed an immortality by including their namestbe dedication pages. Montgomery
draws our attention to these significant people amen tells their stories, either
partially or in a narrative of her own choosingher journals, letters, and scrapbooks.
The stories behind the dedications not only redahtgomery’s most valued friends,
but also illuminate context for her writing.

In 1994, Dr. Elizabeth Epperly, Chair of the L.M.oMtgomery Institute, charged us to
share thoughts on the writing and times of thisebehted Canadian author, to bring
forward new readings, and question our assumptiamnsut how we read Montgomery.
Like many readers of Montgomery's work at that tinhevas impressed by the contrast
between the overall tone of unhappiness and disagprent in her journals and the
hopefulness and kindredness in the lives of herkbolmaracters.

| decided to explore this idea, to see if her wrgs were a record of the kinds of
relationships she desiredr if her writings were, indeed, a record of fmoships that did
exist in her life. And more than that, who were ligends and what were their stories?
This has been my pathway into Montgomery’s lifesnl994.

Dedications

TO
TO TO MY COUSIN 0 THE MEMORY OF
MY FORMER TEACHER, MY COUSIN Aunt fHlarp Lawson

TO THE MEMORY OF Puttie Goruon Huith, Leatrice A, FlcTntpre Feedertra E. Cumpbell G e iy
ﬂ? Father any fMother o crarerun revmusRance or R lilor bl A “"x; z:;’,‘:u:‘;m“" Ll il REPEATED DY THE
(Y AND ENCOUR. IB AFFRECTIONATELY DEDICATED Lol
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During her lifetime, in her twenty-one publisheddks, Montgomery chose to
acknowledge and honor eight women, seven men, tboamles, one family, her favorite
cat and all of her fans (although no members of imemediate family besides her
parents) on the first pages of her fiction. Theseaivery fine group of men in this list:
three pen pals, three soldiers, three spouses,oaedboyfriend. And, aside from the
older generation, there is a small circle of inttmdemale friends: cousin Bertie
Mclintyre (from the Montgomery family), cousins Freénd Stella Campbell (from the
Montgomery and Macneill families), cousin Myrtle Neill Webb, Tillie MacKenzie
Houston (from the Woolner family), and friends win@re not related at all, Laura
Pritchard and Nora Lefurgey.

A study of a small part of Canadian history candxg¢racted from the lives of
Montgomery’s friends and relations (as well as b&am, of course). The story of her
father reads like a political and economic histefyCanada, unfolding nearly as fast as
his sprint across the prairie landscape from johalo, riding a wave of national growing
pains. There were self-sufficient women school teas, like Harriet Gordon, Bertie
Mclintyre, Frederica Campbell and Nora Lefurgey, nmay from school to school, across
provinces and across the continent.

y“'

o

Hattie ' Bertie ‘ -Frede Nora B

The roots of Maud's literary culture are represenbg George Boyd MacMillan in the
homeland of Scotland. The western pioneers andrtbkildren, Laura and Willy
Pritchard, Alexina McGregor and Fred Wright, settléeown to begin new towns like
Prince Albert. The time of the Great War is perslhnad by the soldiers Goldie Lapp,
Morley Shier and Bob Brooks. The thoughts of wrdeteachers and clergy are recorded
through the letters of Ephraim Weber and the lifed@oetry of Arthur John Lockhart.
The agrarian life of Montgomery’s extended familyho were born on the farm
(including Lucky the cat) and lived on Prince Edwadsland for generations, is told in
the stories of Clara Macneill, Mary Macneill Lawsohillie MacKenzie, the Campbell
family, Alec and May MacNeill, and the Ernest and/éMe Webb family. And of course,
that history extends through today in the gatheroigMontgomery's fans.

Dedications were initiated by events that took @achile she was writing: death, a
memorable visit, a wedding, or a reunion. She wasscious of connections in her
dedication, just as there is symmetry in her phoapdy and writing. ThéAnneseries is
somewhat paired: the first two books are dedicatether biological and literary parents
(mother, father, teacher), the next two booksie of the Islanc&andAnne of Windy
Poplars) are dedicated to fans -- first to girls only atiten to all fans everywhere. The
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fifth and sixth books Anne’s House of Dreamand Anne of Inglesideare dedicated to
Laura and Will Pritchard, and the last two boola({nbow ValleyandRilla of Ingleside
are dedicated to war casualties (hometown soldaard Frede Campbell).

Montgomery tried to maintain a pattern of dedicatiohoices with the&amily of New
Moon (autobiographical) trilogy. It would have worked sicely to place her three male
pen friends (writers) within the threemily books — George Macmillan iBEmily of New
Moon, Arthur John Lockhart (Pastor Felix) EBmily Climbs and Ephraim Weber in
Emily’s Quest

However, she interrupted the sequence and widte Blue CastldeforeEmily’s Quest
was finished. So, Weber was assignedltee Blue Castlenstead of arEmily book,
because he surely would have noticed his omissifb@raer dedications to the other two
pen pals. This resulted in her awkward explanatoérithe dedication offThe Blue Castle
to Weber when he wrote to the author that he dit quote understand it.

Aunt Annie Campbell died when Montgomery startenohily’s Questin 1924, so she was
prompted to acknowledge cousin Stella Campbell attils why Stella joined the two pen
pals as a dedication in tHemily series instead of the third correspondent, Weber.

In August of 1931, Montgomery sent copies of theaetly-

publishedA Tangled Welio her friends in Saskatchewan, a copy to [ & =71
Ephraim Weber and one to Alexina and Fred Wriglbtwhom she
dedicated the book. Montgomery stated her basissidecting a
dedication in her journal at that time: “lI cannatig myself to put
on the title page of my books the name of any paratho has not
meant something to me in the way of inspiration dndndship.”
When it came to cultivating friendship, Maud Montgery was
cautious. Her relationships within this group ofddeation names were formed early in
her life, almost all by 1903 (age 29), before hestf book was published and she became
famous. She was buoyed and sustained by thesedsiéor all her life.

Collecting

The research into Montgomery’s dedications has maohy rich rewards for me,
particularly the friendships it has fostered in thl®@ntgomery community. Some of these
friendships include mutual interest in collectingetbeautiful first printings of
Montgomery’s books and items related to her life.
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Vintage editions that are “clean” on the insideaths, those that lack any writing or
book plates, usually sell for more than books winkcriptions. However, for many of
us, the value of Montgomery books passed from oaedhto another, has immeasurable
worth — there is a link of appreciation, affecticand love between and with past
readers. A contemporary immortality is found in timescriptions of the old books which
were often given as gifts or awards.

Montgomery’s own inscriptions are highly prizedkéi this one inThe Watchman and
Other Poemsa gift to her closest friend, Frederica Campbell:

To Frede with the author’s love, Xmas 1916
She inscribed a book to another close friend andtiree, Bertie Mclintyre, in 1923:

Dearest, | hope you will find in these poems

the pleasure | have found in my own copy.

They seem echoes of the old days when we tastedddgether.
Lovingly Yours Maud

Owners of L.M. Montgomery books shared the sametiseants
as the author and were no less affectionate widglirtyifts of
books that they loved. This inscription is in asfiredition of
Rilla of Inglesideto Rovenia Miller in Illinois, USA. [Rovenia’s
grandmother was from Nova Scotia.]:

May this volume give to you, my loved one,
the same degree of pleasure as it does your moimeriving to you good books for
companions. Mamma 1922

The messages inside my Montgomery books share héippsgs from the past: Jack loved
Claudia when he gave h&ainbow Valley Betty’'s mom and dad gave hAmne of
Avonleafor Christmas in 1909; in England in 1925, Stedlat The Golden Roador her
birthday from Grandma (who inscribed with a shaland); the Malvern Hotel in Bar
Harbor, Maine, had a (very rare) green July 1%0the of Green Gablefor its guests;
Anne’s House of Dreamwas awarded to Irene for good grades; a groupeafppe in
Cavendish, PEI, had a great time one summer in 1848ing at George and Hazel
McCoubrey’s house across the road from the Cavendisurch -- and they all signed a
copy of TheBlue Castleat the Green Gables gift store (perhaps sold esnttby Anita
Webb) after playing golf.

Jean Nichols, in Australia, bought a 1929 Harrapne of Green Gablewith a dust
jacket and pasted a newspaper article with Montgonseaddress into it. Did she write a
fan letter?

| have wondered for a long time about the name dtldJohnson” inside a first edition
of Emily’s Quest(1927) which was protected inside a publisher'x lfmany book
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sellers make “slipcovers” but this isn’t one of #&). Did she
know someone at Stokes publishing? Was her famiéahhy
and connected? No, they weren’t. She bought, or giasn this
unique edition, when she was 21. Her family weree8igh
immigrants in Kansas, USA. She was single and wdrke
stenographer for a manufacturing company all hée &nd never
moved away from home. '

Margaret Ritchie Douglas lived in Nova Scotia andsmmarried in February 1909 -- two
weeks after her wedding she got a copy of the Ddo@mn1 908 impression oAnne of
Green GablesShe gave it to her daughter and then it was passeto her
granddaughter, but it ended up in an auction arghtin my home.

Jennie boughThe Watchman and Other PoenmrsNew Hampshire and gave
it to Elin Nordstrom, who became a secretary to #idrS. Buttenheim,
editor of The American Cityn New York. Elin died at age 29 of a heart
ailment and Buttenheim printed up pamphlets of fhexr poems for her
family. Jennie was her cousin, Jennie Dorthea Limidt, who was editor of
The Horn Book(1951-1958) and author dfhe Golden Name Daya Newbery
Medal Honor Book in 1956 (illustrated by Garth Wédims).

Without inscriptions we wouldn’t know that an RCA#lot, named O.B. Groskorth,
visited Green Gables in 1942, two months after Mpomhery’s death, and bouginne of
Green GablegRyerson edition) from Maud’s great friend, Anitdebb (who was with
LMM at the end of her life). He wrote his name aumalit in the book with instructions
that it was_notto be removed from his parents' house while he imathe service
(Inscriptions show that Montgomery’s books were daives of adult readers).

[After this paper was presented at the 2012 Montgoynconference, UPEI benefactor,
Donna Campbell, showed me a pamphlet she acquirneidiwwas written by another
RCAF pilot in Nova Scotia, Clarence Hope, who waslpably a friend of
Groskorth and who may have taken him to Green Gabdéemeet Hope’s
friend, Anita Webb.]

Hundreds of readers checked out first-edition Mamgry books from the =
library -- | also value the library-bound edition&n owner ofEmily of
New Moonlent it to fifty of her friends and they all sigdagheir names in
it after they read it.

When | open an old Montgomery book there is muchebgoy, but assessing the value of
any one old book is a very subjective task. Handtten names in our favorite books
become our friends too because of our common aféector Montgomery’s creations.
The stories that we glean from inscribed books hedpwalk into another time and place.

My favorite observation on the value of Montgomdrgoks comes from Barbara
Wachowicz, an award-winning writer of books andetelsion programs in Poland.
Barbara’'s grandmother was givé&mne of Green Gable 1913 by her new husband,
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right before they were sent to Siberia for beingtpaf the Polish underground
independence movement. She took two things to theom camp, théAnnebook and a
photo of her dead parents.

Barbara eloquently described the place of Montgomiarcultural
memory, which is represented by her dedications #red
inscriptions left inside the early editions:

"The works of LM Montgomery reveal a secret victaoyer
passing time - a secret which makes all boundadissppear,
which overcomes distances between generations and
nationalities.”

Anne Erystel
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L. M. Montgomery: Accidental Historian:

Discovering Fragments of Island History in Montgomey’s Stories
By Carolyn Strom Collins © 2012

It is well-known that L. M. Montgomery imbedded &stories of
Prince Edward Island in many of her fictional stesi In so doing,
she created, coincidentally and perhaps accidentallsort of
historical record — a “cultural memory” — of theldsd and its people.
Two stories, especially, illustrate this point, ladugh there are many
more in the 500+ list of stories. “A Pioneer Woofngnd “A Will, A
Way, and a Woman” are the two | shall discuss here.

“A Pioneer Wooing” was published in 1903 Farm and Firesideand in 1911 in
Canadian Courier Montgomery adapted the story fdhe Story Girlas “How Betty
Sherman Got a Husband.” She recounted the trueydtomThe Alpine Pathand in her
journals.

“A Pioneer Wooing” tells the story of two men whoawted to marry the same woman,
“Nancy Sherman” in the story. “Donald Fraser” foundt that “Neil Campbell” was on

his way to ask Nancy to marry him so plied Neil wignough whiskey to put him under
for a few hours. Donald then took Neil’s horse asidigh, dashed across the ice of
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Richmond Bay to get to Nancy first and they elop&mhce Neil finally got to the
Sherman home, all was lost. But Nancy’s sister ‘tgebffered herself in marriage to
Neil and he agreed.

This dramatic story was the true story of Montgogiergreat-grandparents. “Nancy and
Betty Sherman” were actually Nancy and Betsy Penntear great-grandmothers; “Neil
Campbell” and “Donald Fraser” were her great-graattiers David Murray and Donald
Montgomery. They led very interesting and dramdtues in addition to the period of
the courtships, elopements and marriages told endtory. Studying the genealogy and
histories of just these three families yields sofascinating insights into the early lives
of the early pioneers of PEI.

The Penmans were among the very first English sestbn the Island, fleeing from
upstate New York to Canada to escape the AmericanoRution. George Penman, Nancy
and Betsy’s father, was a Loyalist and, accordiagtontgomery, lost his property as a
result of the early battles in the Kingston, NewrKparea. He found his way to PEI (a
long story but one that continues to be uncovergdesearch into the Penman family
moves along) and finally settled on a peninsulatib@ western shore of Malpeque Bay
(then called “Richmond Bay”). In those years, thiatle peninsula was known as
“Penman’s Point” and is identified as such on mapsough the mid-1800s.

Donald Montgomery came to the Island from Scotlandl771 with his parents Hugh
John and Mary Montgomery; he was eleven years dltk family settled on the eastern
shore of Malpeque Bay at Fox Point, not too farniravhat is now Cabot Park.

David Murray came from the US a few years laterntionald Montgomery — like the
Penmans, he was from a Loyalist family from New Eamgl. The Murrays settled in
North Bedeque on the shores of the Dunk River.
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To confirm some of the details of the Penman sisteomantic story, | did some
research in the PEI Archives and found a couplentéresting details there. The
marriage licenses David Murray bought in 1788 (ham and Nancy) and 1789 (for him
and Betsy) were recorded. [Often genealogy reseanxistop with the first record and
miss the second one so some sources state thatdCeand Nancy were wed.] There is no
marriage license recorded for Nancy and Donald; ynanarriages were recorded by the
church in which the wedding took place. Any churatords that contained Nancy and
Donald’s marriage have been lost.
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George Penman’s will from 1805 is in the PEI cowle; it was witnessed by David
Murray and H. J. Montgomery (either Donald’s fathmrbrother).

Learning about these early years of the Englistilegtent of PEI as a result of reading
this little story can lead down other “cultural meny” roads”-- the expulsion of the
French from Atlantic Canada after the Battle of ismourg (1754) that happened just a
few years before the early “English” settlers bedarclaim territory on PEI; events in
Scotland that caused so many Scottish familiesame to PEI in the early years; what
the ocean voyages entailed; how the early settéemyvived in the early years of
settlement; what the geography and topography eflgland was like in the eighteenth
century; etc.

Once we know a bit about the family history, moneegtions arise, such as how did
these early pioneers meet each other since theadlizv fair distance apart? That can lead
to a study of early “roads,” transportation methpdecial and political life on the
Island, etc. We find that the so-called roads werestly tracks through the thick woods,
first made by animals, then native peoples. Maxstd trips took place in the winter
when tracks were frozen and easier to negotiate;ftbzen lakes, rivers and harbors cut
travel time and distance considerably. Horsebackaorse and wagon or sleigh were the
most prevalent modes of transportation beside wejkiwe learn that social gatherings
took place surprisingly often, mostly around churelated events along with frequent
political meetings. [The Montgomerys and the Mursaypy the way, were very active in
Island political life, yet another “cultural memdryoad to explore.] It has always
astounded me that those early Islanders covereohisoh territory in such challenging
conditions.

“A Will, A Way, and a Woman” was first published ih908 inAmerican Agriculturist
andNew EnglandHomesteadand was adapted for chapter 2 oie Golden Road

After a story about Mary Jane Yeo and Daniel Forbame to light
a year or two ago, Sandy Wagner recognized it fiioan vast
knowledge of Montgomery’s stories as one entitledWill, A :
Way, and a Woman.” The story takes place in thed ytalley area
and Sandy surmised that Montgomery must have heéaedstory
while she was boarding in Bideford in 1898-9 andmediately saw
its potential as a dramatic story. (Anne MacLearea-great-
granddaughter of the Forbeses, presented a progisont her
great-great-grandparents [based on her family’siset] at the
Bideford Museum in the summer of 2011 and Sandyteran
article about it in the October 20XKlindred Spiritsmagazine.)

Mary Jane Yeo (“Ursula Townley” in Montgomery’s s and Donald Forbes
(“Kenneth Macnair”) had fallen in love but Janiefsther, James Yeo Ill (from the well-
known shipping family of Port Hill) did not approvend did everything he could to put a
stop to it. Secret messages were sent back andh fomtluding one in a ball of gray wool
as in Montgomery’s story. Finally the time came wh@onald and Janie ran for the
boat. Mr. Yeo set out guards at all ports acrosstNoemberland Strait in New Brunswick
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but the couple slipped past them and were marrretiéwcastle, NB. They eventually
returned to Tyne Valley where Donald went into nesss with his brother and after
many years, they reconciled with Janie’s fathereifthouse is still standing proudly in
Tyne Valley but their story might have been forgotthad it not been for Montgomery S
re-telling. I

Montgomery based many other stories on real peaple
real situations — perhaps one of the most memorable
the incident of the liniment cake most of us arenfhar
with from Anne of GreerGables She used a similar
theme of disastrously-flavored cake in other steriéA
New-Fashioned Flavoring (1898),” “Uncle Chatterten’
Gingerbread (1902),” “The Cake That Prissy Made”
(1903), “Dora’s Gingerbread” (1905), “The Story af
Pumpkin Pie” (1905), and other titles, all publishe
beforeAnne of Green Gableg€l908). [I tend to believe that the more she rdapdahe
theme of a story, the more we might assume it waselod on fact.]

Whether Montgomery’s stories are based on trueissor not, most give us insights
into much of the culture of the period. She set snaf her stories in school or college
and we gain insight into the materials and methotigducation in PEI during the late
19" century — the long and impressive list of subjestsdents studied during the eight
grades that were then considered basic educatioarigorous examinations normal-
school students (then aged about 16-18) undertoofaiss the education course to
become teachers; how teachers (many of them nothnolder than their students)
managed eight grades in a one-room school. Somé@ieftory titles that hold these
education “cultural memories” are “The Prize in Eldion” (1897), “The Extra French
Examination” (1897), “The Brothers’ Queer Ruse” @83, and “The Fraser Scholarship”
(1905). The chapters iAnne of Green Gablewhen Anne is in school and later at
Queens and those iinne of AvonleandAnne of Windy Poplarshat describe her
teaching experience illustrate these cultural meim®in education rather thoroughly.

Cultural memories of lives built around the sea atgo evident in Montgomery’s
stories, among them “The Curtain Island Mystery9Q2), “The Magical Bond of the
Sea” (1903), “Mackereling Out in the Gulf” (1905%n Adventure on Island Rock”
(1906), “House Party on Smoky Island” (1936). Stwiassociated with the many
lighthouses dotted around the Island (now slowlgagipearing) include “Natty of Blue
Point” (1904), “The Life-Book of Uncle Jesse” (190fhis story was adapted foknne’s
House of Dream¢1917), andRilla of Ingleside] The importance of lighthouses to
sailors and the way keepers maintained the lighteha time figure into many
Montgomery stories.

More cultural memories associated with church liéestoms, and traditions of the era
can be found in many of Montgomery’s stories sush*A Pastoral Call” (1898), “The
Strike at Putney” (1903), “Freda’s Adopted Gravd904), “The Daughter of Ben-Ithiel”
(1905) and in her novels.
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Stories of holidays give us some insights into hilnwse celebrations were observed —
the foods that were cooked especially for them,adations, entertainments, and so
forth. Montgomery wrote many Christmas stories,colurse, but she also wrote stories
about other major holidays, even the Queen’s Biaynd

Many of Montgomery’s stories are those of mistakdantity, usually leading to
miraculous changes in circumstances; unrequitee lovwhich one lover patiently waits
— sometimes for years — for another to finally posp; poor, downtrodden, hopeless
folks who happen to run across a benefactor whis lihem up into a decent life or into a
circle of friendship, and so on. Even in these sworhet predictable and perhaps unlikely
stories we see the importance that the culturehat time and place placed on patience,
honor to the point of self-sacrifice, and duty,wsll as the way cultural mores of the
time influenced romantic relationships, the premisociety placed on modesty,
classical feminine beauty, hard work, etc.

It is easy to dismiss Montgomery as a writer of tgmilers” and light fiction (even she
occasionally relegated herself to these categorbeg)many of her stories hold cultural
memories of earlier times that shaped our politjaaligious and social customs
throughout those years and, to some extent, toptiesent (although at times we may
think many of these social and cultural standardseilargely been eroded).

Reading Montgomery’s work with an eye toward howyda-day life was lived — “like
pearls slipping from a string” — yields a fine shagf cultural memories, made even more
salient and poignant with the passage of years.

[Author’'s note: L. M. Montgomery kept most of her
published stories in scrapbooks that are now house
in Charlottetown, PEI, in the Confederation Centre
archives. Photocopies of the stories (and alsorove
500 poems) are available in the University of PEI
Library Special Collections. The stories and poems
were catalogued by Rea Wilmshurst in the 1980s ar
her work is part of Russell/Russell/Wilmshurst’'s

L. M. Montgomery: A Preliminary Bibliographyan
updated story bibliography is in process. Thanks to
Simon Lloyd, Special Collections librarian, for his
cooperation and assistance in this project. Thanks
also to Sandy Wagner, Janice Trowsdale and LindatBi@r for their insights into the
Tyne Valley families that were featured in “A WilA Way, and a Woman.”]
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